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From Pastor Binz
Dear Friends in Christ,
I’m looking forward to getting back
to worship and gathering around the
Word and Sacrament for the nourishment and strengthening of our
faith. And I’m also looking forward
to seeing many of you whom I haven’t seen in a long time. Our intention
was to reopen on June 21, but the
city changed its target date for places
of worship to reopen. And they put
a limit on gatherings to a maximum
of 12 and only able to meet outdoors.
We’re following the city and county
of San Francisco directives for reopening.
Along with getting the changes in
place to ensure everyone is safe as
they enter worship here at West Por-

Inside this issue:

tal Lutheran Church, there are some
other matters that need to be attended to. One major event that needs to
take place is the regular voters’
meeting usually scheduled for June.
This meeting will take place once we
are able to meet in person again. In
this meeting the budget for the next
fiscal year will be voted on. Also, at
that meeting we’ll be voting on the
extension of some calls for school
teachers and the acceptance of officers to serve on council as church
leaders. Thanks be to God for those
willing to serve in leadership positions here at West Portal Lutheran
Church and School. The slate of
officers for this year beginning July
1, 2020 is:
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We do our best to keep our website current. To that extent,
you can find a weekly sermon from Pastors Binz or Kerr, devotions, and other information you may need to know during these challenging times. Thanks to Angie Holt for keeping the website up to date.
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As we move into the phase of coming back into
the sanctuary for worship, we want to remind
you that we’ll continue to provide updated information on our website westportallutheran.org. Recorded services/sermons will continue on our website for those who are still not comfortable being
in church. We’ll also continue our Zoom Bible
Study on Wednesday at 11:00. I can provide you
with the link if you are interested. Thank you for
all your prayers and support during these very
challenging months, and thank you to all those
who helped check in on members as we sheltered
in place.
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will
rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the
LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in
whom I trust.” Psalm 91.
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Are you missing
Portals of Prayer?
The July-September issue of Portals of Prayer is
now available in the Church Office. You are welcome to stop by and pick up a copy or copies during the week; we are usually in the office in the
mornings and early afternoons. Copies can be
found on the small table in the Church Library
along with a current issue of the Lutheran Witness
magazine. Please help yourself. If you’re unable to
get to the office and would like a copy of either
publication, please call Jan or Angie (415-6610242) and we can mail them to you.

AS YOU KEEP IN CONTACT
WITH OUR MEMBERS:
If you hear of any news that you would like
to share with the congregation, please let me
know at jan.lundquist@wplsf.com. I will
continue to put out a monthly PortaLight,
and this would be one way of keeping up
with our members..
-Jan Lundquist

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Binz

PortaL ght is the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School
200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132
(415) 661-0242
www.westportallutheran.org
Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor
Jan Lundquist, Church Secretary, PortaLight Editor
Mickey Angerman, Principal

Worship Schedule
Due to the Coronavirus, we are not having Saturday or
Sunday Worship Services. We will return to having regular worship services as soon as it is safe to do so.

West Portal Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
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Thoughts from Pastor Kerr: Reflections
on Living in a COVID 19 World Part 2
Gather in My name. What does that mean? We
have now been separated from our families and
friends, coworkers, and especially our WPL
Church and School family for over three months.
Many have lost jobs, lost loved ones through
death and are unable to properly grieve, and sadly, some have even lost hope for the future. Life
has been difficult for the young and not so young,
married and single; yes, life has been hard for everyone.
We also need to remember that it has also been
difficult for our civic leaders who are elected to
serve and protect the common good for all people.
While I may not always understand or agree, I
applaud Governor Newsome and San Francisco
Mayor Breed for their concern and work to protect
our state and city. I have been so saddened lately
by the comments and actions of some people
across the nation who act as if they are immune
from illness and/or do not seem to care about being responsible for the health and safety of others
by ignoring all safety precautions. While I do not
know the faith status of most of our political leaders, referring to someone as “a pagan” because we
cannot hold public worship is not beneficial.
Yes, still it’s lonely; yes, we miss our friends and
family, the sharing and fellowship experienced in
physical worship, the forgiveness of sins received
through the Lord’s Supper, and all of the other
things that make worshiping together so special to
our daily lives. If you find yourself at least a little
impatient, I’m right there with you.
However, I invite you to join me by looking beyond our frustration to the greater opportunity
God has given us. The truth is that we are not isolated from one another! Remember the words of
the children’s song

“The church is not a building;
the church is not a steeple;
the church is not a resting place;
the church is a people!”
Even though for the moment we cannot be physically together in the sanctuary, we are still bound
inseparably together through faith and hope in our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are after all the
church, the physical body of Jesus in the world
finding new opportunities to be with others in the
world in ways that we never imagined before
COVID 19. Just ask the WPL School Faculty or talk
to Principal Angerman, all who gave faithful witness to the work of Christ in the world every day in
their virtual classrooms! You want to talk about a
powerful witness for Christ, then look to your Parish School!
When we go to the Lord in prayer for our needs
and the needs of others, when we study His Holy
Word, reach out to others by phone or email,
there’s not just two or three gathered together but a
great cloud of witnesses living in our baptismal
grace. Even in our physical separation we are never
alone. Christ is walking with us each day, strengthening us for the challenges of living in a COVID 19
world.
The wonderful GOOD NEWS is that you and I
have been created and placed in this time and place
of uncertainty, anxiety, fear and doubt to witness to
the larger presence of Christ in the world. As we
move ever slowly forward into the coming weeks
and months, I encourage you to not be discouraged
but look to Jesus in every situation and to remember His promise “…. Gathered together in my name,
there I am….”
(Continued on page 4)
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Yes, the children’s song is so right… “The church is
not a building; the church is not a steeple; the church is
not a resting place; the church is YOU!”
+ Pax et Bonum - Peace and Goodwill +
Pastor Wayne

From the Church Council President
Some of you may be wondering “what’s’ been going on at West Portal Lutheran Church and School
during our shelter in place”. The business of the
Church and School is still being carried out. Our
teachers have been teaching “on line” and providing packets of material for parents to pick up for
home learning.
Our Pastors have been very busy trying to get
their normal tasks completed as well as providing
worship services on line and a “zoom” Bible class
on Wednesday morning. They have been conducting their religion classes, for the school, and online Chapel Services.
The office has been staffed daily for a few hours—
three to four a week. Jan Lundquist and Angie
Holt are completing many of the necessary tasks
from home when not in the Church Office.
Howard Scully has been working from home. Our
bills must still be paid! He comes into his office
two to three times a month to complete duties that
have to be done in his office. The offerings are still
being counted but maybe not on a weekly basis.
The Church Council has not met together, however council items needing attention are being completed on line.

Voters Assembly: yes we normally have a Voters
Assembly in June to approve the Church and
School budget and select Church Officers for the
coming year. Howard is working on the budget
which has been a challenge because of the unknown as to how will we be conducting school in
the coming months. Summer school has been
canceled, but planning is being done to open
school in the fall.
Our Church Council for the coming year is taking
shape:
President:
Rich Hesselroth
Vice President:
Vicki Proehl
Secretary:
Vacant
Administrative Cluster:
Dick Bass
Inreach Cluster:
Christopher Brase
Outreach Cluster:
Edward Chan
Board of Elders:
Robert Bok
School Board:
Clifford Wong
We extend our thanks to Patrick Man for serving
as Administrative Cluster Representative for the
past several years.
We will plan a Voters Assembly some time in the
future.
Rich Hesselroth, Church Council President

J U LY 2 0 2 0

P O R T A LI G HT

PAGE 5

West Portal Lutheran School:

News from the Principal’s Desk
Ever since March 13, West Portal Lutheran School
has been closed due to COVID-19. The 2019-2020
school year ended with distance learning. The
teachers and students were together only via the
internet. Even though our students continued to
gain knowledge and progressed to the next grade
level, the social part of education was missed by
everyone.
We have not had a graduation yet as we were hoping to have a ceremony in person. We are continually looking to the city for guidelines and restrictions for what we can do. A graduation will
take place before the next school year begins.

ments coordinator. Much of Melissa’s professional
experience lies in helping teachers streamline and
improve their assessment policies and in helping
schools build a “culture of collaboration”.
Melissa was raised in a large Catholic family (she
has four sisters - no brothers!) and has recently become a member of West Portal Lutheran Church
and was confirmed in March. She lives in San
Francisco with her husband, daughter, stepdaughter, and stepson. Her office will be at the Sunset
campus. Melissa sees teaching as a ministry and as
an act of service, and is thrilled to work at a school
where teachers can make a difference spiritually,
as well as intellectually, in the lives of students.

Faculty Changes
At the end of this school year, we say good-bye
and give best wishes to several of our teachers.
Retiring after serving the church for many years
are Dan Holt, Fred Jacob, and Irene Sandvik. Also
leaving are Jordan Merrifield and Michelle Bonilla.
We wish them the very best as they begin a new
adventure in their lives. When we are able, we
will have a celebration for our retirees.

Introducing our new Assistant
Principal, Melissa Murphy
We are very excited to welcome our new Assistant
Principal, Mrs. Melissa Murphy. She was one of
our first-grade teachers this past year. Melissa has
worked in Education for 25 years and, before
moving to the US, worked in Canada, Asia and
the Middle East. She has worked as a Visiting Professor at KAIST (Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology) and as a Teacher Trainer at
Seoul National University - two of South Korea’s
most distinguished universities. In Dubai, Melissa
worked at large international schools as a teacher
trainer, a team leader and as a data and assess-

Getting Ready for School in August
Since the end of the school year, many projects
have been undertaken to prepare for next year. At
the Sunset campus, our Math curriculum has been
filed and is ready for the fall. The teachers’ lounge
has been transformed into a workroom/lounge.
The office is also undergoing a change.
At the Sloat campus, the library is being moved to
the Bungalow from its place in Janssen Hall. This
will make the library more accessible to the students. All of our floors are being cleaned and
waxed. We will be ready for school in August.
In addition, at the Sloat Campus, the new play
structure is in and waiting for children, although
as you can see from the photos on the next page,
some of our adults couldn’t wait to enjoy the structure. Donations for the structure came from the
West Portal School PTL, the proceeds from the
school Fun Run, and a private donation. Thanks to
all the for the generous contributions.
(Continued on page 6)
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We still are not sure what school will look like in
August – but we are planning, planning, and planning some more! As requirements from the city
and state change, we change with them. Our goal
is to educate our students while keeping them and
our staff safe. I ask that you keep the school–the
faculty, staff, students, and their families–in your
prayers.
In His Service,
Mickey Angerman

Above: The new play structure in the Sloat
playground.
Left: Volunteer fathers who put in the supporting redwood for the play structure.

Right:
Just a child at heart! Mr. Morris gets
to be the first to enjoy our new Sloat
play structure.
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Wednesdays, 11:00AM
Pastor Binz is leading an on-line Bible
Study on Wednesday mornings, starting at 11:00AM. If you would be interested in joining the class, please contact
Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so
that he can provide you with the link
for joining the class.

God’s people
pray...
LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those
who are ill, homebound, or recovering from recent
hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert; Art & Dorothy
Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois
Carlson; Ben Char; William Chen; Angie Cheung,
Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Frank Gelini; Nadine
Gustafson; Martha Hoelter; Joe & Lorraine Holmes;
Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf;
Pastor Derrick Millner; Montez Morrow and
Arlene Hernandez, Lee Morrow’s sisters; Mary
Pon, cousin of May Wong; Laurie Prescott; Lee
Rampage; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother;
Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong.
WE CONTINUE TO GIVE THANKS TO THE
LORD FOR:




our dedicated West Portal Lutheran School
faculty and staff as they prepare for the
upcoming new school year.
the many blessings He gives to us even during
these challenging times. We ask for patience
and wisdom as we stay in our homes and live
with the uncertainty that accompanies these
challenges.

Have you shopped on
Amazon lately?
Amazon customers can support the English
District of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod when shopping on their website (go to
smile.amazon.com) or when using the Amazon
shopping app on iOS and Android mobile
phones! To turn on AmazonSmile in the app
and start generating donations, follow these
instructions:
 Open the Amazon Shopping app on your
device.
 Go into the main menu of the Amazon
Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'.
 Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the onscreen instructions to choose your charity
and complete the process.
You may need to update your app if you do not
have the latest version.
(From Servant to Servant, a weekly on-line publication of the English District.)
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Sharon Badra
Matt Carter
Cheryl Schudel
Lawrence Fung
Abbie Pau
Rudolph Frey
Jennifer Lee
Jenna Yee
Carter Cheng
Dick Bass
Gary Presley-Nelson
Janice Hwong
Anthony Klein
Kenneth Ahn
Glenda Woo
Matthew Stranahan
Darlene Hartman
Michael Curtis
Madison Edwards
Teresa Hansen
Betty Mellencamp

12
13
16
17
18
19
19
20
20
22
22
23
23
25
25
25
26
27
27
28
29
30
31
31
31
31

Enzo Esposto
Peter Ahn
Susie Marzolf
Audrey Bass
Aileen Brasche
Deborah Ahn
Melissa Louie
Joshua Man
Cal Porter
Austin Yuen
Genevieve Park
John Rixe
Victoria Hirano
Keith Latimore
Daniel Latimore
Lorenzo Hasani
Christina Wong
Estrella Uy
Bradley Jann
Sophie Louie
Vivian Char
Kenneth Romines
Ruth Stresow
Justin Wood
Jennifer Ahn
Ja’Siri Loriol
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4
5
7
11
13
16
18
19
27
31

Marvin Kwok & Jennie Ho
David & Kathleen Garrett
Lee & Sharon Badra
Chris & Sharon Brase
Lei Wu & Karen Street
Peter & Estrella Uy
Yu Meng & Eva Wong
James & Andrea Ohmura
Steven & Eileen Crouse
Ray & Diane Toloski

"Pray for one another"
(James 5:16)
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the birthdays and anniversaries list each month to hold up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may
wish to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your Bible, in your Portals of
Prayer, or in some convenient place. What strength we receive from Almighty
God when we sincerely pray for one another!

