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“Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor 

the pillar of fire by night left its place in 

front of the people.” Exodus 13:22. 

 

After 430 years of captivity in Egypt 

the people of God are free. And even 

as they wandered in the wilderness 

before reaching the promised land, 

God was still with them. There were 

times of complaining, there were 

times of questioning God, but God 

did not abandon His people. After 

crossing the Red Sea (by the very 

help of God) the complaints reached 

a new height. “Let us serve the 

Egyptians, it would have been better 

for us to serve the Egyptians than to 

die in the desert!” Exodus 14:12. 

 

In the current days when we are liv-

ing with this coronavirus, we may 

feel like the people in the Old Testa-

ment; there may be good reason to 

complain. Nobody I know likes 

these current conditions, having to 

stay home and not visit friends and 

family. Not able to come together in 

worship at church, not able to go to 

the places we are used to visiting. 

There will be a time when we will 

return to gathering for worship; 

there will be a time when we can 

have a sense of freedom to be with 

extended family and friends and 

larger gatherings. Remembering the 

people of God in the Old Testament 

is helpful in understanding the na-

ture of God in that regardless of cir-

cumstances He never leaves us. He 

is the One who sets us free. God will 

lead us through these challenging 

and uncertain times. 

 

“In the past God spoke to our forefa-

thers through the prophets at many 

(Continued on page 2) 

God With Us  
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Worship Schedule 
 

Due to the Coronavirus, we are not having Saturday or 

Sunday Worship Services. We will return to having reg-

ular worship services as soon as it is safe to do so. 
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is the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School ght PortaL 

West Portal Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

 

AS YOU KEEP IN CONTACT 

WITH OUR MEMBERS:  
If you hear of any news that you would like 

to share with the congregation, please let me 

know at jan.lundquist@wplsf.com. I will 

continue to put out a monthly PortaLight, 

and this would be one way of keeping up 

with our members. -Jan Lundquist 

times and in various ways, but in these last days 

He has spoken to us by His Son” Hebrews 1:1-2. 

God is with us even during this pandemic. He led 

the people of old with the pillar of cloud and fire 

and today leads us by His Word, “Thy Word is a 

lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 

Psalm 119:105 

 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us.” John 1:14. Jesus Christ, God’s Son our Savior, 

leads us to the promised land of salvation, hope, 

and life. Having this promise of God to always be 

with us, we can live together in faith and hope 

and love. It is especially during these times that 

our Christian faith and witness is needed for a 

hurting and dying world. 

 

Stay well, God’s peace and grace, 

Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Church Directory for 
2020 is available 

Are you still using a church address directory 

from 2018 . . . or earlier?!! If so, and you would 

like to have the 2020 issue, there are several ways 

you may obtain one: 

1) Come by the church office and pick up a 

directory; or 

2) Call the office (Jan or Angie at 415-661-

0242) and we can mail one to you. 

 

Please remember that these directories are 

available for church members only.   

 

If you see any errors, omissions, changes that 

need to be made, please call Jan or Angie in the 

church office. We do our best to keep the directo-

ry up to date and correct, but unfortunately 

sometimes “stuff happens.” Seriously, please let 

us know of any changes that need to be made. 

 Jan Lundquist 



 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Kerr:  

How Awesome is this Place! 
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Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you 

go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not 

leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

Genesis 28:15 

 

“Behold I am with you and will keep you wherever you 

go…” what wonderful words of assurance, com-

fort, and hope spoken by Yahweh to Jacob in a 

dream as he rested his head on a stone. Genesis 

28:15 is the class verse chosen by the WPL School 

Graduating Class of 2020. It is a wonderful verse 

to remember especially when facing the 

“undiscovered country”, the future. 

 

Unfortunately, the future may seem a lot scarier 

than in years past because we, along with every-

one else in the world, must try to make sense of 

life in a Covid 19 world. As adults we’ve all faced 

the challenges of life, the uncertainty of what’s 

coming next, the struggles, disappointments and 

successes. The danger comes when life’s struggles 

are understood the wrong way. When the future 

is rationalized solely through human eyes, then 

life can become empty with no true and lasting 

happiness. But when seen through the eyes of 

God, then the great future unknown is no longer so 

daunting. 

 

The future is a Divine Gift for those who look to 

Christ in all things and the awesome Divine 

Promise of a future that is greater than any we 

could possibly imagine. For our light and momen-

tary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 

far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what 

is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 

4:17-18 

 

Over the almost six months the West Portal family 

of faith been physically separated from one anoth-

er YOU have not just existed, YOU have grown in 

ways unimaginable just a few months ago. While 

many people simply sat in their homes, isolated and 

fearful of the future, you were the hearts, hands and 

voices of Christ in the world. As you are able, you 

have reached out to so many people through phone 

calls, cards, emails, and texts. So many of you 

offered hope, compassion, love and God’s promise 

to be with you and … keep you wherever you go.. 

 

The Faculty and Staff, Principal Angerman and As-

sistant Principal Murphy are hard at work planning 

to meet every challenge head-on so that the children 

placed in our care will received the best academic 

and faith education possible. 

 

While Satan thought he would cripple if not destroy 

Christ’s church, the church has risen to the challenge 

becoming stronger, more determined and more 

faithful, living in the eternal promise of hope found 

only in Jesus Christ. 

 

Yes, the future is a great “undiscovered country”. BUT 

we do not have to fear the unknown because God 

has placed us here, in this time and place, to witness 

to the eternal truth of our redeeming Savior Jesus 

Christ. Each day I invite you to remember Jacob’s 

response to God’s promise,  Then Jacob awoke from his 

sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did 

not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awe-

some is this place! 

 

How awesome is the place…  

West Portal Lutheran Church & School! 
 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr 
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West Portal Lutheran School:West Portal Lutheran School:  

News from the Principal’s DeskNews from the Principal’s Desk 

Dear friends,  

 

It is with the fullest of hearts that we express our sincerest gratitude and appreciation for the out-

pouring of your love and support during the illness and after the passing of our brother/uncle Ste-

ven Kittilsby. All the cards, calls, visits, messages and stories have meant so much to our family. 

We are truly blessed and thankful to have such a loving and caring family here at West Portal Lu-

theran. Again, from our family, thank you for all you have done and shown us. Steven will be 

dearly missed, but we find peace knowing he is with our Lord and watching over us. 

 

With love & appreciation, 

Vicki, Karen, Tiffany, Bryan & Becky Proehl  

We were finally able to celebrate the accomplish-

ments of the Class of 2020 with a virtual gradua-

tion and person-by-person picture opportunity. 

Many, many thanks go to Ms. Lisa Ohashi for 

putting together a wonderful graduation video for 

the class of 2020. The video contains speeches by 

our Valedictorians, the 8th grade teachers, the pas-

tors, the principal, and our guest speaker – Mr. 

Dan Holt. 

 

The school hosted a graduation photo opportunity 

for the graduates and their families. They were 

given their diplomas, awards, and special gradua-

tion cookies. It was an opportunity to see the stu-

dents and their families after being away for four 

months. We wish our graduates the absolute best 

as they go to high school. 

 

Beginning the new school year is more of a chal-

lenge this year than it has ever been! With COVID-

19 still running rampant throughout the state, 

schools have been declared closed until there are 

fewer cases. What does that mean for WPLS? This 

was the topic of discussion at the last Church 

Council meeting. The decision was made at that 

meeting to delay the start of school until after Labor 

Day. They also decided that students in grades 3-8 

would participate in distance learning for the entire 

first quarter. Kindergarten through grade 2 will 

have school in person if possible. West Portal Lu-

theran will begin the 2020-2021 school year on Sep-

tember 8. 

 

We are very excited about our “new” library on the 

Sloat campus. This summer with a lot of help from 

our staff, we moved the library from the 2nd floor of 

Janssen Hall to the Bungalow. The new library has 

a fresh, homey feel. We hope the students will visit 

often and be inspired to read! Mr. Les Morris will 

be our librarian and novel studies teacher. 

 

Please keep the faculty/staff, students, and their 

families in your prayers as we begin the new year. 

We are beginning in uncharted territory. We pray 

that God will guide and direct us, giving us wis-

dom and discernment to do His will. 

 

His Faithful Servant, 

Mrs. Mickey Angerman 

A Special Thank You 
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Our new WPL School 

Library at the Sloat 

Campus. 

Graduation cookies and a 

photography station for this year’s 

graduation. 
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Thank you West Portal Lutheran Church & School. 

 

It is with great joy, 

reflectiveness, and 

gratitude that I have 

now retired from 

WPL Church & 

School after serving 

here for 35 years. My 

first memory of WPL 

was actually when I 

was a 5th Grade stu-

dent at St. John’s Lu-

theran in San Francis-

co. I was on the 

fourth string of the 

schools only boys’ 

basketball team that 

was playing Grace Lutheran for the LAA champi-

onship at the WPL gym. I got into a lopsided game 

in the last 2 minutes but managed to score my first 

2 points ever in competition. For the 6th- 9th grade 

years as a student of Zion Lutheran School and St. 

Paulus Lutheran School I competed against WPLS 

in flag football, basketball, and track. Another in-

teresting connection was that my 5th Grade teacher 

at Zion Lutheran School was Ms. Knudson, who is 

now Martha Hoelter, a WPL church member. 

 

In 1985, I was given permission by Concordia Riv-

er Forest to do my student teaching at WPLS un-

der the supervision of Dr. Wally Hartkopf. I am 

grateful to the teachers Carol Slettvedt, Charlene 

Bruggemann-Wong, and the late Dave Lewis who 

allowed me to practice teach in their classes. I was 

then issued a call to serve at WPL as a teacher and 

Youth Director for the next school year. 

 

Some of the highlights being Youth Director in-

cluded teaching Bible classes, having fellowship 

time, and doing service projects. I have great 

memories of youth conventions, ski trips, white-

water rafting, and recreation nights as well service 

projects. These projects included food and clothing 

drives, transporting the elderly at Laguna Honda 

once a month so they could attend the Lutheran 

church service, building trails in a Utah state park, 

and participating in inner city VBS programs in 

Portland and in the hills of Mexico. It was in the 

late 1980’s that the youth group began the tradi-

tion of the Easter Brunch which is now being done 

by the church elders. 

 

The 35 years of teaching included the subjects of 

Religion, World and U.S. History, Literature, and 

P.E. classes and coaching various basketball, base-

ball, track, and cross county teams. I enjoyed im-

plementing a speech class along with Frank and 

Doris Gelini who dutifully came on Friday after-

noon for over 20 years to assist and support a 

“Toastmaster” modeled class. I am thankful for the 

experience of taking 16 trips to Washington, D.C. 

where over 1,000 students had the opportunity to 

visit our nation’s 

capital. I am grate-

ful to teacher Eu-

genia Kolsanoff for 

putting together 

an unforgettable 

trip to Costa Rica. 

I also have great 

memories of the 

students who were 

involved in the 

Faith-In-Action 

group that raised 

money for Mercy 

Ships to build a 

well in Africa as 

well as providing for 

a few cleft-palate surgeries there. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

35 years at West Portal Lutheran Church & School 

Then! 

35 years later! 
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I am thankful for the over 2,000 students, the par-

ents, the church members, the 5 pastors and 3 in-

terim pastors, and the 5 principals and 2 interim 

principals and the many teachers who have sup-

ported my ministry and contributed to my own 

spiritual growth in my years at WPL. I am grateful 

to WPL for being the place I met my wife (through 

her friend at a Men’s Basketball Night), married 

my wife, and also being the church which held the 

funerals and receptions for my parents. I am 

thankful to WPL for the financial support in pursu-

ing my Master’s Degree and for providing me with 

a health care plan that enabled me to get new 

knees, a new hip, a stable ankle, and shoulder, and 

improved vision so I can now step into my future 

retirement years with renewed dreams and plans. 

My prayer is for God to continue to bless and grow 

WPL Church and School and that you continue 

with your support of teachers, administrators, and 

pastors in the on-going ministries at this place. 

May God bless you richly! Thank you! 

 

Dan Holt 

(Continued from page 6) 

Wednesdays, 11:00AM 
 

Pastor Binz is leading an on-line Bible Study 

on Wednesday mornings, starting at 11:00AM. 

If you would be interested in joining the class, 

please contact Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@ 

wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the 

link for joining the class. 

From the Editor: 

I believe most of you know that I am a member of 

Christ For All Nations Lutheran Church in San 

Francisco. “CFAN” as we call it is a member of the 

California-Nevada-Hawaii District (CNH) of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Recently in the 

weekly publication of the In Touch newsletter sent 

out by the CNH District, I read the following com-

munication from the President of the CNH Dis-

trict. I thought it was very helpful in discussing 

the role of the government in determining when 

to close and when to open our churches for wor-

ship. President Lange gave me permission to 

share the article with our English District Church! 

 -Jan Lundquist 

 

Dear Sisters and brothers of the CNH, 

“To those who through the righteousness of our 

God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith 

as precious as ours” - 2 Peter 1:2 

 

Monday (July 13th) at noon, we were told by Cali-

fornia Governor Newsom that churches in 31 Cali-

fornia Counties (including the most populated 

areas of the CNH) need to stop INDOOR in-

person worship immediately. OUTDOOR wor-

ship will be allowed 

 

I encourage you not to view this as an Acts 5:29 

circumstance (" We must obey God rather than 

man.") The intent of the government has not been 

to prevent the preaching of the word of God. It is 

admittedly inconvenient and uncomfortable for us 

to meet together but is not impossible whether 

done in lower numbers, outside, or on-line. 

 

Continue instead to consider Romans 13:1-4:  
1Let every person be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from 

God, and those that exist have been instituted 
(Continued on page 8) 

Worshiping in Love 
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This issue of the PortaLight is being sent to 

all our members for whom I have an email 

address. As you speak with other members, if 

they mention that they are not receiving com-

munications from the church, please ask them 

to send their email address to me and I will 

add them to the mailing list. If they don’t 

have email but would like to receive church 

communications, please have them call me 

with their address and I can mail things to 

them. It’s important that we stay connected 

with each other. 

 

Jan Lundquist 

by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authori-

ties resists what God has appointed, and those 

who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are 

not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would 

you have no fear of the one who is in authority? 

Then do what is good, and you will receive his 

approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. 

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 

bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 

God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on 

the wrongdoer.  

 

Our governing authorities are decidedly secular. 

However, they are continuing to use their God-

given authority to rule with the wisdom that they 

have for the welfare of the community within the 

capacity of their understanding. 

 

We believe worshiping in our sanctuaries, meeting 

together, and singing together praises to God is 

indigenous to our Lutheran Christian worship ex-

perience. However, none of these things are neces-

sary for us to receive and share the gifts of God’s 

word which is for the life of the world that hap-

pens as God’s word is shared, he serves us and we 

return our praise. 

 

We will remain vigilant, seeking to have a full 

worship experience for the edification of Christ’s 

church and to be sent as God’s missionary people 

into the world. We dare not be overly sensitive at 

the infringement of our American rights to wor-

ship in the manner and place that we would pre-

fer, but instead be more aware of the Spirit-

empowered mandate to make disciples, proclaim 

and teach the Word boldly, baptize, build up one 

another in love, as we first love God and also one 

another. We praise God that, although it is not ide-

al, the Word of God is proclaimed and the Sacra-

ments can be administered. 

 

(As a whole church we will continue to advocate 

winsomely to our governing authorities so that 

God’s people might be built up well to give an en-

(Continued from page 7) couraging witness to the world). 

 

Finally consider 1 Corinthians 10:23 (NIV). “ I 

have the right to do anything,” you say—but not 

everything is beneficial.“ I have the right to do an-

ything”—but not everything is constructive.  

 

The concerns of the weakest among us are so very 

critical in this moment - even when we, and every-

one around us, are feeling just fine. Struggle con-

structively together about what to do next within 

your congregations. Be transparent and seek 

God’s reconciling word together. Seek unity. Love 

and serve one another and your neighbors. In this 

way we give a winsome witness to the world that 

watches and is influenced by what we do. 

 

Please know that I love you all as brothers and 

sisters in the faith. Your frustrations are akin to 

mine. Your CNH brothers and sisters and those of 

us who serve as bridges one to another at the 

CNH office desire to serve you well and pray for 

you often. 

 

Serving humbly, choosing joy, praying fervently! 

Michael R. Lange, 

President CNH District, LCMS 
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 2nd Robert Nixdorf 

 3rd Jeremy Aymard 

 3rd Grace Soper 

 3rd Natalie Soper 

 4th Betty Lee 

 5th Amber Parnian 

 5th Gerhard Dost 

 5th Dottie Bridge 

 5th Peter Traub 

 5th Lauren Jung 

 6th Bill Luebkeman 

 7th Eileen Lai 

 8th Danielle Yee 

 8th Amelia Kang 

 9th Lorenzo Robleto 

 10th Philip Go 

 10th Aaron Romero 

 10th Beverly Gerard 

 10th Delilah Esposto 

 10th Lucas Mai 

 11th Jenna Hwong 

 12th Vincent Quan 

 14th Ronald Soper 

 14th Cheryl Leong 

 15th Frank Schober 

 16th Maggie Aymard 

 16th Caleb Kriger 

 17th David Stranahan 

 18th Kristina Huey 

 18th Marilyn Kerr 

 18th Chelsea Lee 

 19th Susan Tang 

 19th Jenny Huey 

 21st Hailey Westall 

22nd Blake Liu 

22nd Ryan Leung 

 23rd Janice Mason 

 23rd Kimberly Fung 

 24th Robert Bok 

 24th Giovanna Fong 

 25th Vernon Nulph 

 25th Markus Nixdorf 

 26th Elfriede Bonfert 

 26th Patty Tang-Almuete  

 26th Samuel Wang 

 28th Matthew Valazza 

 29th Brandon Lee 

 30th Kristin Schober 

 30th Peter Traub, Jr. 

 30th Amy Wong 

 31st Eliza Latimore 

 31st Janelle Lee 

 31st Martha Hoelter 

 31st Emily Michaud 

 31st Taye Arikawa 

 2nd Tom & Georgeanne  

  Wedergren 

 5th Bernd & Sigrid Rogge 

 6th Fernando Robleto &  

  Dottie Bridge 

 8th Dan & Angie Holt 

 8th Hendrick & Suzie Wong 

 9th Bob & Helen Bok 

 9th Duane & Patricia Pellervo 

 10th Art & Louise Jann 

 10th George & Barbara Moore 

 12th Bon Bitonio & Mary Tong 

 13th David & Jacqueline Kwok 

 17th Frank & Kristin Schober 

 18th Patrick & Laurie Rostrata 

God’s people 
pray... 

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from 

recent hospitalization: Megumi Amano; Elfriede 

Bonfert; Art & Dorothy Bridgeman; Charlene 

Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson; Ben Char; 

William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-

in-law; Frank Gelini; Nadine Gustafson; Martha 

Hoelter; Joe & Lorraine Holmes; Charlotte Lew, 

Eva Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf; Pastor Derrick 

Millner; Mary Pon, cousin of May Wong; Laurie 

Prescott; Lee Rampage; Nettie Stewart, Michele 

Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; 

Marilyn Wong. 

 

For Vicki Proehl and her family on the death of 

her brother Steven Kittilsby. 

 

For the administration, faculty, and staff of West 

Portal Lutheran School as they prepare for a new 

school semester 

 


