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Honestly speaking I will be glad 

when 2020 is over. It seems with this 

pandemic we have been in a desert 

wasteland, looking forward to a new 

day when things will return to some 

sense of normalcy. The prophet Isai-

ah would share with the people of 

God that there would be a better day. 

The days of exile and suffering under 

the harshness of being enslaved to 

conditions outside of their control 

would soon be over.  And Isaiah is 

offering words of hope and comfort 

that will give encouragement for a 

brighter day.  

 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says 

your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusa-

lem, and proclaim to her that her 

hard service has been completed, 

that her sin has been paid for.” 

 

Our sin has been paid for by the 

blood of Jesus Christ, and there is 

hope and there is much to look for-

ward to. Because of the cross at Cal-

vary and what Christ accomplished 

there and three days later on Easter 

morning, we can live in the midst of 

things outside of our control. Hope-

ful and looking forward was Isai-

ah’s message. Our theme for this 

season of Advent is the hope we 

have in faith in Christ Jesus. Advent 

prepares us for the celebration of 

the birth of our Lord and Savior Je-

sus Christ. And looking forward to 

the celebration of the Nativity of 

our Lord we can be hopeful in the 

work of that child who grows and 

goes to the cross on our behalf, tak-

ing our sins upon Himself and giv-

ing us life and salvation. 

 

God prepares our hearts in our bap-

tism, nourishes and feeds us 

through His Word and Sacrament, 

and prepares us for the kingdom 

that will come. “Every valley shall 

be raised up, and every mountain 

and hill made low; the rough 

ground shall become level and rug-

ged places a plain. And the glory of 

the Lord will be revealed.” Isaiah 

40:4-5. The Lord’s glory will be re-

vealed and He will accomplish His 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Worship Schedule 
 

In-person Worship Service began on  

October 25, 2020, 10:00AM, and will continue 

on Sundays thereafter. 

200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132 

(415) 661-0242 

www.westportallutheran.org 

Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 

Jan Lundquist, Church Secretary, PortaLight Editor 

Mickey Angerman, Principal 

Melissa Murphy, Assistant Principal 
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purposes, and God does that through His Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Isaiah in later verses talks about how fleeting life 

on this earth is, and this is also shared in a great 

hymn by Thomas Taylor, “I’m but a Stranger 

Here.” 

1. “I’m but a stranger here,  

Heav’n is my home;  

Earth is a desert drear,  

Heav’n is my home.  

Danger and sorrow stand  

Round me on every hand;  

Heav’n is my fatherland,  

Heav’n is my home.  

 

2. What though the tempest rage,  

Heav’n is my home;  

Short is my pilgrimage,  

Heav’n is my home;  

And time’s wild wintry blast  

Soon shall be over-past;  

I shall reach home at last,  

Heaven is my home.”  LSB 748  Public Domain 

 

May the gift of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Sav-

ior give you peace, comfort and joy this Christ-

mas Season, 

 

Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Year-End Reminders from 
our Accountant 
THANK YOU for your tithes and offerings for 

the Lord’s Kingdom work. Your contributions 

are appreciated, including gifts of stocks, bonds, 

IRA distributions, or corporate matching funds. 

Remember that contributing securities that have 

risen in value provides you with a larger tax de-

duction and avoids capital gains tax. Consult 

your financial or tax planner for the strategy 

that’s best for you. If you wish to donate stock or 

other securities, or request matching funds from 

your employer, please contact Howard Scully, 

our church and school accountant, at 415-661-

0242 ext. 225, or by email at howard.scully@ 

wplsf.com. 

 

$300 CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION  

DEDUCTION REMINDER 

“The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-

curity Act (the CARES Act) enacted in March 

2020 includes an incentive for charitable dona-

tions. For 2020 only, taxpayers who do not item-

ize their deductions may claim a charitable con-

tribution deduction of up to $300 for the taxable 

year for cash (monetary) contributions to West 

Portal Lutheran Church & School. For more in-

formation, speak to your tax preparer or see the 

Form 1040 instructions when they are released.” 

 

-Howard Scully 

mailto:howard.scully@wplsf.com
mailto:howard.scully@wplsf.com
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Advent and Christmas at  
West Portal Lutheran Church & School 

Sundays in Advent and After Christmas 2020 
SUNDAYS IN ADVENT 

Sunday, November 29 Advent 1 
10:00AM Divine Service-Lord’s Supper 
 
Sunday, December 6 Advent 2 
10:00AM Divine Service-Lord’s Supper 
 
Sunday, December 13 Advent 3 
10:00AM Divine Service-Lord’s Supper 
 
Sunday, December 20 Advent 4 
10:00AM Divine Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

SUNDAYS AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 27   Christmas 1 
10:00AM Divine Service-Lord’s Supper 
 
Sunday, January 3 Christmas 2 
10:00AM Divine Service-Lord’s Supper 
 
 

The Church Office is closed  
December 24, 25 & 28 
and January 1, 2021 

5:00PM  
Family Candlelight Service 
Scripture lessons; lighting of candles; Christmas music 
 
7:30PM  
Candlelight Service 
Scripture lessons; lighting of candles; Lord’s Supper; Christmas music 
 
There will be NO services on Christmas Day, December 25. 

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24 

Christmas 2020 

Midweek Advent 2020 
This year we will not be having Wednesday Evening Advent Services; however, we will be providing a week-
ly Advent Devotion based on the theme Prepare Ye, in which we consider the many ways we prepare our-
selves for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas. Devotions will be found on the West Portal Lutheran 
Church website, www.westportallutheran.org on Wednesday mornings. 

Wednesday, December 2 “Ponder” 
Wednesday, December 9 “Pray” 

Wednesday, December 16 “Praise” 
Wednesday, December 23 “Proclaim” 

The schedule is tentative and is dependent upon the latest directives from the State of California and the 
San Francisco Mayor's Office regarding the ability of churches to be open for worship. If we are unable 
to be open, we will continue our practice of posting a service of worship and prayer on our website 
each Sunday morning. For further information when we will be open, please call the church office or 
refer to the church website at westportallutheran.org.  
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“Ask, and it will be given to you;  

seek, and you will find;  

knock, and it will be opened to you. 

Matthew 7:7 
 

A question may people have in today’s modern 

world is “What is the Bible?” It’s amazing how 

many different answers you can get from such a 

simple question. 

  

While the world may be unsure or confused, Lu-

therans know the answer: The Bible is the Word of 

God! The Bible is the collection of the thoughts–

even the very words–that God gave to the au-

thors of the Biblical books. The Bible is a gift God 

has given to His church. It is not a collection of 

ancient fables and myths. The Bible is the sure 

and certain means that God the Holy Spirit uses 

to communicate God’s Word to us today. 

 

Jesus said ,“The Scriptures testify about me.” (John 

5:39). The main message of the Bible is the good 

news of God’s work to reconcile the world to 

Himself through the life, death and resurrection 

of Jesus. Throughout the Old and New Testa-

ments, the central message of the Scripture is the 

account of how God was in the world preparing 

it to receive His Son, Jesus Christ, and what He 

has done for us. 

 

So, do you or someone you know 

have questions? 
 

 Want to know more about what it really 

means to be a Christian? 

 Interested in learning more about what it 

means to be a Lutheran? 

Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

Got Questions? 
 Interested in Church membership at West Por-

tal Lutheran Church and School? 

 Want to know more about Baptism for yourself, 

your family, and your children? 

 

For answers to any of these questions and any oth-

ers you may have, join Pastor J. Wayne Kerr, Asso-

ciate Pastor, in the upcoming online Faith Explora-

tion Classes.  

 

 The focus of each class session with be the Bible 

and the Six Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Cate-

chism  

  The classes are designed for adults and older 

youth (High School and above) 

 The four to five classes are approximately one 

hour in length and all class materials will be 

provided. 

 As much as possible the class sessions will be 

scheduled to accommodate the schedules of the 

class members.  

 

For more information and to signup for the class 

sessions , please contact Pastor Kerr at pastorkerr@ 

wplsf.com or 415-661-0242x224. 

 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr 

mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
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News from the SchoolNews from the School 

We would like you to join us in celebrating and 

praising our students and all of their hard work 

over the past quarter. Studying and learning from 

home, during a pandemic and though all of the 

upheavals it has caused, is no easy feat, but our 

WPLS students – and their parents and teachers – 

have certainly risen to the challenge. 

  

We have just completed our latest round of MAP 

assessments (Measure of Academic Progress) and 

we are thrilled to report that our students, from 

Kindergarten all the way to 8th Grade, have shown 

significant and impressive amounts of growth in 

Reading, Language, Math and Science. Not only 

have our students surpassed our own internal ex-
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pectations for growth but, when compared to oth-

er private and public schools around the United 

States, have smashed a few ceilings there as well! 

  

As an educator who has worked in a variety of 

schools around the world, I can confidently say 

that the skills and gifts demonstrated by our 

WPLS students over the past semester stretch well 

beyond what we would consider to be “normal” or 

typical, given the current challenges they are fac-

ing as young people. 

  

As we strive to provide our students with an in-

spiring Christian environment we also look to 

acknowledge and celebrate their academic accom-

plishments. Please join me now in doing just that.  

 

Melissa Murphy 

Assistant Principal 

West Portal Lutheran School 

WPL School 70th Anniversary & New Alumni 
Association 
Dear WPL Church and School Family, 

 

I hope you and your family are all doing well and 

staying healthy. Months ago, we were informed that 

we would be sheltering in place. The students would 

learn in a new and creative way; teachers and par-

ents had to adjust their schedules to make this work. 

I was very confident that it wouldn't last long, but 

obviously I was very wrong. I respect the efforts by 

our students, parents, and my colleagues to enhance 

the learning experience of all of our students. I really 

appreciate the support of our parents and students 

as we are learning in a new form. 

Please allow me to share with you some exciting 

news about our school. Mrs. Angerman has asked 

me to begin organizing for West Portal Lutheran 

School's seventieth anniversary celebration. I have 

been in the process of gathering alumni information 

and reaching out to former students and teachers to 

be a part of this event. We have already contacted 

the son of WPLS's first principal, Mr. Wayne 

Zahnow, and he is looking forward to the celebra-

tion. We were also fortunate enough to connect with 

a former student who attended WPLS in the very 

beginning. She is excited to come share her memo-
(Continued on page 6) 
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Received into God’s kingdom of grace through the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 

 on Saturday, November 14, Colum Toscano, pic-

tured above with his parents, Jaime and Taryn 

Toscano, and Pastor Binz.  

 On Saturday, November 21, Sebastian Matthias 

Brase, pictured below with his parents, Chris 

and Sharon Brase, and Pastor Binz. 

 

May the Lord keep Colum and Sebastian in their 

baptismal grace. 

ries with us. I will keep you posted on our pro-

gress and how YOU can be a part of this endeavor 

as well. We are looking forward to making this a 

special celebration. 

 

We hope to include a variety of WPLS's alumni, 

teachers and principal experiences in a future Par-

entSquare Newsletter. We look forward to hearing 

from current WPLS parents of their experiences 

here. In addition, we'd like to ask alumni and 

alumni who have or have had children attend our 

school to write a few sentences about their experi-

ences and why they chose to send their children 

here. We would also like to hear from current or 

past staff members who have graduated to write 

about their motivation to join our staff. Please feel 

free to email these short notes to me at 

les.morris@wplsf.com 

 

I just want to reiterate my immense appreciation 

and gratitude for parents. Throughout my years 

working as a teacher, I have always found parents 

to be the most helpful, encouraging and support-

ive members of our school community. Thank you 

all for being blessings, and together we will carry 

forth the ministry of our school. 

 

Thanks and GBWY, 

Mr. Morris  

(Continued from page 5) Our Newest Baptized Members 

mailto:les.morris@wplsf.com
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“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the de-

sert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3 

 

Advent prepares us for the celebration of Jesus the 

Christ child on Christmas, taking cues from the 

psalms of old and from those whom God chose to 

play a part in the story of our Lord’s birth. As we 

draw near to the manger bed of our Savior from 

sin and death, our hearts prepare Him room for 

His everlasting love. 

 

We will not be meeting in person for midweek 

services this year due to Covid-19 but we will 

send out and put on our website 

www.westportallutheran.com recorded services 

and devotions for this season of Advent. These 

will be available on Wednesday mornings starting 

on Wednesday, December 2nd.The mid-week de-

votions are titled, “Prepare Ye” and the four 

themes we will be following are: 

 

Week 1: Ponder: We consider ways in which we 

can ponder the meaning of the birth of our Savior 

through the reading of Scripture and through re-

flection. Mary serves as a model for us in this pon-

dering in the Annunciation. Theme verse: “We 

ponder your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your 

temple.” Psalm 48:9 

 

Week 2: Pray: We think about ways in which we 

can take more time during this season to com-

municate to our God through prayer as we wait 

for Christ. Zechariah, who went to the temple to 

pray, serves as an example for us of how hard that 

waiting in prayer can be. Theme verse: “But as for 

me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At an acceptable time, 

O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer 

me.” Psalm 69:13 

 

Week 3: Praise: We celebrate the upcoming arrival 

of our Savior through songs and shouts of praise 

as we prepare for Him. Elizabeth, in her greeting 

of Mary, provides a benchmark for rejoicing with 

others over the good news of salvation in Jesus, 

even as we wait. Theme verse: “Sing praises to the 

Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his 

holy name.” Psalm 30:4 

 

Week 4: Proclaim: We contemplate how we can 

prepare ourselves and others for the arrival of Je-

sus through our proclaiming. John the Baptist 

stands as the forerunner of all future proclaimers 

of Christ and gives us the courage to use our own 

voices to proclaim our devotion to the One who is 

born to save. Theme verse: “The might of your awe-

some deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your 

greatness.” Psalm 145:6 

 

Please check out the midweek devotions during 

Advent. We hope to see you in worship on Sun-

days providing you feel comfortable being there as 

we continue to take all safety measures possible to 

keep everyone healthy and safe during worship. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Curtis Binz  Pastor J. Wayne Kerr 

Advent 2020   
“Prepare Ye” 

http://www.westportallutheran.com
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 1 Rich Hesselroth 

 1 Ryan Sera 

 2 Peter Mrabe 

 2 Samuel Jew 

 3 Ian Wedergren 

 4 Carolyn Toloski 

 4 Regina Bersaglieri 

 6 Dominico Esposto 

 8 Selina Tom 

 8 Tyler Chang 

 8 Sabrea Walker 

 9 Mary Tong 

 9 Spencer Wong 

 10 Rashad Parker 

 11 Wen (Amy) Gu 

 12 Michelle Ray 

 12 John Hoch 

 12 Holly Canardo 

 13 Gerald Char 

 13 Ken Erickson 

 14 Anna Lew 

 15 James Wong 

 15 Joe Holmes 

 15 Julia Tom 

 16 Olivia Parks 

 17 Carol Fay 

 17 Alexandra Doricko 

 17 William Hwong, Jr. 

 18 Randall Hung 

 20 Nadine Gustafson 

 20 Rich Bridygham 

 22 William Hwong 

 22 Cyrus Chao 

 23 Gabriel Wong 

 24 Anya Beran 

 24 Neil Beran 

 24 Cheryl Cain 

 25 Gordon Kitagawa 

 26 Lawrence Yu 

 27 Peter Uy 

 27 Alvin Wong 

 28 Eric Hung 

 28 Eva Wong 

 30 Lauren Sera 

 31 Zackary Che 

 

 

 2 Patrick & Grace Man 

 9 Randall Yu & Alice Yue 

 12 Joe & Lorraine Holmes 

 17 John & Beverly Relph 

 18 Bill & Janice Mason 

 19 Amir & King Parnian 

 20 Charles Chao & Cathy 

Chan 

 31 James & Helen Lee 

God’s people 
pray... 

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from 

recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert; Art & 

Dorothy Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-

Wong; Lois Carlson; Ben & Vivian Char; William 

Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; 

Frank Gelini; Nadine Gustafson; Martha Hoelter; 

Joe & Lorraine Holmes; Charlotte Lew, Eva 

Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf; Mary Pon, cousin of 

May Wong; Laurie Prescott; Lee Rampage; Bernd 

Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele 

Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; 

Marilyn Wong. 

 

For all those affected in any way by the COVID 19 

virus. 

The Altar Guild is again planning to purchase 

poinsettias to help decorate the Church during 

this Christmas Season. If you would like to help 

by donating to the flower fund, please complete 

the form and return it to the Church Office by 

Sunday, December 13th. The suggested mini-

mum donation is $13.00. 

 

 

 

 

Name of person(s) donating flowers 

 

 

 

 

Name of person(s) honored or remembered  

Poinsettia 
Donations 


