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Have you ever had an Ah Ha, mo-

ment . . . a time when something just 

clicked? Maybe it was when the alge-

bra teacher starting making sense. Or 

when you realized how large God is 

and how small you are after getting 

lost in the Sierra Mountains. Both of 

those were my experiences when the 

“light bulb” went off and I had an 

“epiphany.” 

 

The word epiphany in the Greek ac-

tually means, “Revelation from 

above.” It is the time in the church 

year from January 6 until Ash 

Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, 

with the transfiguration culminat-

ing the season. During this time we 

have the visit of the Magi, the bap-

tism of our Lord, the calling of the 

first disciples. The manifestation of 

Christ has been made known and 

Christ, the true light that gives light 

to everyone, has come into the 

world. 

 

The Magi, upon witnessing the star, 

came to worship the newborn king. 

The covenant with Abraham was 

that his descendants would be like 

the stars in the sky above. This was 

one star, one light, one born king of 

the Jews. The revelation from above 

has come, Jesus Christ. “And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us.” John 1:14. This 

manifestation of Christ brings to us 

the tremendous joy and peace that 

the world cannot give. The work of 

Jesus was to go to the cross and 

bring true healing and joy to a sin-

ful world. Through faith in Christ 

our sins are taken upon that cross 

and because Christ was raised from 

the dead, we too shall live eternally. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

From Pastor Binz 

Epiphany- Let the Light Shine 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Due to the Coronavirus, we are not having Saturday or 

Sunday Worship Services. We will return to having reg-

ular worship services as soon as it is safe to do so. 

. 
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They (Magi) came to worship Him. And this is 

our life as a Christian. We worship our Lord, our 

Savior -Jesus Christ. This light of Christ’s love 

and forgiveness becomes our beacon of hope. 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 

unto my path.” Psalm 119. Let your light shine 

in this world that needs to know and trust in the 

one true God. “And we have the word of the 

prophets made more certain, and you will do 

well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in 

a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19 

 

May this light and love of God in Christ Jesus 

shine brightly in your lives, now and into 

eternity! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) From the Accounting Office 
 

Important Notice  
To ensure the deductibility of your church contribu-

tions, do not file your 2020 income tax return until 

you have received a written acknowledgment of your 

contributions from the church. You may lose a de-

duction for some contributions if you file your tax 

return before receiving a written acknowledgment of 

your contributions from the church. Annual contri-

bution statements will be sent to you by the end of 

January. If you have not received your statement by 

early February, or if you need to receive it earlier, 

please contact the church accountant, Howard Scully. 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2021 offering envelopes. If you 

have a mailbox in the mailroom (church council, di-

rectors, elders, etc.), your envelopes have been 

placed in your box. The remainder of the envelopes 

are arranged in alphabetical order on the conference 

table in the Church Library.  

 

Please start using your 2021 envelopes on January 

1st, and toss out your old 2020 envelope cartons and 

any unused envelopes. Your 2021 envelopes are a 

different color and most likely they have a new num-

ber. If you did not receive a carton, please contact 

Howard Scully, 415-661-0242. 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School:West Portal Lutheran School:  

News from the SchoolNews from the School 

PORTALIGHT PAGE 3 JANUARY 2021  

Even a pandemic could not stop West Portal Lutheran School from having its annual Christmas Program—

in masks and with appropriate social distancing. Students and faculty viewed the program “live” via com-

puters from their homes. Students did hand motions to familiar Christmas Carols—Silent Night and Hark! 

The Herald Angels Sing, Pastor Kerr and Pastor Binz each gave a message, music was provided by Music 

Teacher Janet Lee and violinist, 8th Grader Ellie Yoshikawa. It was a new experience for our school, but the 

tradition of a school Christmas Program was continued. Thank you, Mrs. Lee, for organizing the program, 

and thank you to those students who participated. 
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Got Questions? 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. Matthew 7:7 

 

 Want to know more about what it really 

means to be a Christian? 

 Interested in learning more about what it 

means to be a Lutheran? 

 Interested in Church membership at West 

Portal Lutheran Church and School? 

 Want to know more about Baptism for your-

self, your family, and your children? 

 

You Are Invited to Join Us 

As we Explore the Faith…. 
To explore all of these questions and more, join 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor in the up-

coming online Faith Explorations Class. The clas-

ses are designed for Adults and older youth 

(High School and above) 

 

The free 4–5-week classes will be offered online 

The classes are projected to begin in mid-January 

and will be scheduled according to the class 

members’ schedule.  

For more information, please contact Pastor Kerr 

at pastorkerr@wplsf.com or 415-661-0242x224. 

Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

Operation Mission Jar 

Remember to Join the WPL 

School by Supporting 

Operation Mission Jar during 

the 2nd Quarter  
 

“Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28 

 

THANK YOU for supporting the WPL School’s 

mission efforts during the 2020-2021 academic 

school year! Thanks to the students and our mis-

sional partners in the congregation we raised 

$1513.04. The school’s first quarter mission offer-

ing was sent to the LCMS CNH (California, Neva-

da, Hawaii) District Relief Fund designated to as-

sist those who suffered from the recent California 

wildfires. 
(Continued on page 5) 

Mrs. Angerman, Pastor Kerr, and Mrs. Murphy 

with the check that will be sent to LCMS-CNH 

District Relief Fund. 

mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
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For the Second Quarter - All Operation Mission 

Jar – WPL School Chapel offerings have been desig-

nated for Operation Christmas Child. The work 

and ministry of Operation Christmas Child is not 

limited to the brief weeks leading up to Christmas 

but seeks to reach children throughout the year. 

 

What Is Operation Christmas Child? Operation 

Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, 

an international relief organization. Our mission 

is to provide local partners around the world with 

shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, 

and school supplies as a means of reaching out to 

children in their own communities with the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. We ship these simple gifts 

outside the United States to children affected by 

war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and dis-

ease; and to children living on Native American 

reservations in the U.S. 

 

Each shoebox you pack helps a local church 

around the world tell a child about Jesus, God’s 

Greatest Gift. In sending the Gospel to the ends of 

the earth, we are also sharing God’s Word with 

dozens of unreached people groups and going to 

hard-to reach places to make His Name known.  

 

For example, there’s now a church in a remote 

village in Namibia among the Himba unreached 

people group. “Before we had never heard of Je-

sus,” said Pastor Kuyelia, leader of the new 

church. “Now, we have abandoned witch doctors 

and seek God alone in prayer and worship.” 

We’re thankful for all those who have faithfully 

prayed for Operation Christmas Child, a Samari-

tan’s Purse project.  

 

Even during the Covid Pandemic, by supporting 

Operation Christmas Child, you can help children 

in the remote corners of the world hear the Good 

News of the Gospel.  

 

(Continued from page 4) 

On behalf of  
the WPL School  

Faculty and Staff: 
 

God bless you. Thank 
you for your love, 
deeds of kindness,  

and prayers. 
 

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year  

Remember to put your weekly OMJ-Chapel Offer-

ings in your special jar or bag and we will collect 

the offerings soon. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and service 

to those in need through Operation Mission Jar! 

 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr 
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Pictures: Mary Bliss 

(nee Stechholz) is a 

1995 graduate of 

WPLS. She has taught 

in Lutheran schools 

for 18 years. She is 

pictured here with 

her husband, Joe, and 

their four children; 

Mia, Josie, Kara, and 

Logan.  

 

From Andrew Stechholz 
Even though I never went to West Portal Lutheran 

School as a student, I heard all about West Portal 

Lutheran School through my parents and sisters. 

One such activity that I will never forget was the 

annual All Hallows Eve Annual Party. I remem-

bered dressing up as Mark McGwire and bobbing 

for apples! 

 

Other events that I will never forget are all of the 

Christmas programs at the Scottish Rite Auditorium 

and seeing the programs and singing praises reflect-

ing the love of Jesus with hundreds of others. 

 

May God richly bless you on this 70th Anniversary! 

 

From Sarah Stechholz Phillips 
I have so many fond memories from my years at 

West Portal Lutheran School.  

 

One of my fondest memories was going to Costa 

Rica in the 8th Grade. It was an incredible cultural 

experience and a great bonding time with class-

mates. I also developed an appreciation for the rain-

forest. As a teacher, I love teaching my students 

(Continued on page 7) 

From Mary  

Stechholz Bliss 
When I think about 

West Portal Lutheran 

School, so many happy 

memories come to 

mind. I came to West 

Portal as a 5th grader. 

Ms. Mills was my first 

teacher there. I remem-

ber her kind, gracious, 

and gentle spirit. In junior high, I made some close 

friends. Many of those friends I got to know during 

youth group activities with Mr. Holt. I also remem-

ber learning about the last week of Jesus' life from 

him. These are lessons that I am blessed to be able 

to teach my current students today.  

 

Herr Jacob had a great way of teaching us German. 

I still remember many of the phrases from our Ger-

man lessons, especially the adventures of Marianne. 

One of my favorite memories about Mr. Morris was 

that he would sneak up behind us while we were 

working and playfully joke with us. He would talk 

about how he was going to go to Burger King to get 

a side salad and a small soda. Mrs. (Cordero) 

Slettvedt helped me find the love for math that I 

have now. Miss Hu helped to instill the love of mu-

sic in me. I will never forget how I was new to play-

ing violin in her orchestra. Right before a worship 

service, one of the strings on my violin broke and 

she replaced it with one of the strings on her own 

violin. That cherished memory is one that will al-

ways stay with me. My teachers, Mrs. Merrill, and 

Mrs. Finley from West Portal Lutheran School 

shaped me into the Lutheran School teacher that I 

am today. They were as much a blessing to me then 

as they are now. 

70th Anniversary of WPL School 
During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of West Portal Lutheran School, we have asked a number 

of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their memories of WPL School. We start this month 

with memories from the Stechholz family 
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about the rainforest. This experience got me inter-

ested in traveling around the world and learning 

about different cultures.  

 
Pictured left: 

Sarah and her 

husband, AJ 

Phillips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another memory would be my music experiences: 

school musicals, Christmas programs, handbells, 

and Jubilation Choir! I loved being a part of the 

school musicals and to this day I still remember 

several of the songs! The teachers did an incredible 

job putting these huge productions together. The 

Christmas Programs were always my highlight of 

the year! I remember singing a song in German at 

one of the programs. I started playing handbells in 

4th Grade and have been playing ever since! I had 

many great opportunities in handbells, such as 

traveling to Concordia University, Irvine for the 

Lutheran Schools Handbell Festival. I loved the 

opportunity to grow as a musician through these 

handbell festivals. I even said that one day I would 

like to play handbells at Concordia Irvine. And 

you know what—that’s exactly what I did! I loved 

playing handbells at Concordia and even got my 

husband to join handbells as well! My love for 

singing started in the Jubilation Choir with Miss 

Hu. Singing praises to God, learning new songs, 

and sharing the experience with my friends are 

just some of the parts of what made my years in 

the choir so memorable.  

 

Overall, the close-knit, Christ-centered community 

was a huge part of my years at West Portal Luther-

an School. I still talk with my friends from there 

(Continued from page 6) and we often share our memories together! I am 

extremely grateful to the Lord for my years at 

West Portal Lutheran School. 

 

From Janet Stechholz 
As the wife of the Pastor of West Portal Lutheran 

Church and School from 1991 through 2006, I 

have many wonderful memories of West Portal 

Lutheran School. Having two daughters, Mary 

and Sarah, who were students at West Portal Lu-

theran School, I have numerous memories of all 

the activities in which they were involved. But I 

think I will focus this letter on two different expe-

riences that I had with West Portal Lutheran 

School. 

 

I never taught during the regular school year at 

West Portal (I taught at another Lutheran School 

in the area during those years), but I had the op-

portunity to teach in the Summer School Program 

at West Portal. I usually taught in the “Morning 

Academics” classes in summer school. I really en-

joyed getting to know more children and having 

the opportunity to share the love of my Savior 

with them. I liked how the summer school pro-

gram was so very well organized. For a few of the 

summers, I also taught in the “Afternoon Recrea-

tion” program. That was enjoyable also, but it was 

a lot more work finding different places to take 

the children. It was a wonderful experience for me 

and I really missed it the few years that I didn’t 

teach in the summer school program. 

 

One thing that I will never forget is that West Por-

tal Lutheran Church and School called me to help 

start Hope Lutheran Elementary School in Daly 

City. For eight years, I taught at Hope Lutheran 

Elementary School which started with Kindergar-

ten and eventually went to the sixth grade. I was 

blessed to work very closely with Margaret Finley, 

and then later with Les Morris, who were the on-

site administrators of the school. It was a blessing 

for me to share the love of Jesus with the children 

(Continued on page 8) 
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and their families. A new school building was 

built during those years and I know that I grew so 

much from those experiences. I was saddened to 

hear about the school closing, but I am so thankful 

that the love of our Savior was shared with many 

children and their families. Thank you West Portal 

Lutheran School for helping that to happen! 

 

Happy 70th Anniversary West Portal Lutheran 

School! May the Lord continue to bless you in 

sharing God’s love, joy, and peace with the com-

munity! 

 

From Pastor Stechholz 
Memories of West Portal Lutheran School from 

1991 and beyond are a small niche in her 70 year 

history but precious to me, my family, esteemed 

faculty and staff, and church members and school 

families with whom I had a special relationship as 

husband, father, friend, pastor, father-confessor, 

and school superintendent. Rather than mention 

the names of so many whose lives touched mine 

in wonderful ways, I’ll simply highlight a few 

events and happenings. 

 

First, there was nothing more wonderful than 

worship of the Lord in His house of worship 

when School children and families joined with 

members and guests in thanks and praise of God 

and to receive His grace through His holy Word 

and Sacraments. Baptizing numerous school chil-

dren and their families, catechizing them in the 

one true faith, and receiving them through Youth 

and Adult Confirmation into the Congregation of 

West Portal Evangelical Lutheran Church was a 

joy and blessing. Tied with this was teaching the 

children at the Sunset Campus about Holy Bap-

tism and leading worship in School Chapel. Add 

to this, also, the marvelous School Christmas Pag-

eants and Good Friday Worship Services. 

 

Secondly, I loved being able to visit the homes of 

School children and their families and share the 

love of Jesus. Kudos to so many of our School 

(Continued from page 7) principals, teachers, and Staff members who intro-

duced me to parents and told me of families who 

were seeking a saving relationship with the Lord 

Jesus Christ. For me, it was also an honor, fun, and 

a blessing to visit in classrooms, especially at the 

invitation of teachers, to talk about various aspects 

of the Christian faith. 

 

So much more could be added, but here are a few 

interesting tidbits. I had a close friendship with four 

men who were kind of a “kitchen cabinet.” We 

would get together around four times a year at all-

you-can-eat Chinese buffets in San Francisco to en-

joy dim sum, fellowship and conversation, and 

great food. These men also were helpful to us, often 

behind-the-scenes, in making the Sunset Campus 

School Building Program successful. I’ll never for-

get being concerned about the occupancy permit, 

which two of these men delivered to me only 

minutes before the Sunset Campus grand opening 

on Epiphany, January 6th, 2003. 

 

I would be remiss if I did not thank the numerous 

people who touched my heart and were connected 

to our School. Now West Portal Lutheran School 

celebrates its 70th anniversary, a tremendous mile-

stone. To the children and youth of the School: 

Mark this as a special year in your life and cherish it 

for decades to come. Also, leave your “mark” on 

the school as a grateful child of God, diligent stu-

dent, and life-long learner. To Church members: 

Thank you for your prayers, financial contributions, 

legacy gifts, and personal support for your church’s 

school. And to Faculty, Staff, School Board, and 

Church lay leaders: God richly bless you for your 

faithfulness to the Lord, His Word and Kingdom, 

and to this beautiful School. S.D.G. (Soli Deo Gloria, 

“to God alone be the glory). 

 
The Rev. Dr. David P. Stechholz, former Pastor of West 

Portal (1991-2006) and Bishop/President Emeritus, Eng-

lish District, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

P.S.  Read more about West Portal Lutheran in the book 

Love, Hope, and Faith; Anecdotes which may be pur-

chased from the author (the Rev. Dr. Stechholz) or 

available in the Church’s Library. 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
 

If you viewed any of the Advent/Christmas Services this year, you may have noticed the poinsettias 

that, as is our custom here at West Portal, were donated by some of our members to the glory of God 

for the great gift of His love, Jesus Christ. Usually these donations are acknowledged in our Christ-

mas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins; however, since we had no in-person services this year, we still 

wanted to acknowledge those who made poinsettia donations. 

 

The Chancel Flowers (white poinsettia) for Christmas were given to the glory of God by Carolyn and 

Jack Landgrebe and Margaret Finley in loving memory of Carolyn and Margaret’s parents, Robert 

and Frieda Thomson, and in loving memory of Jim Finley, beloved husband, father, and grandfa-

ther. "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want."  Psalm 23:1 

 

Poinsettias were given by: 

Pastor & Stacey Binz 

In loving memory of Stacey’s sister Michele Cottle 

Rudy and Gail Frey 

 In memory of our parents. 

Darlene Hartman 

Rich and Terry Hesselroth 

 In memory of Gene and Martha Mize and Marcia Hesselroth 

Ray and Kathy Holstead 

 In loving memory of our parents, Kristin Hyde-DeKelver,  John Hyde, Emily Benson, Marie 

Louise Benson, Emily Keeley, and Ken Diercks 

Karl and Xiang Mack 

Peace on Earth and Glory to God 

Marilyn Wong  

 In honor of Pastor Binz, Pastor Kerr, the staff, and the Altar Guild with thanks for their hard work 

during the pandemic 

 

 

Many thanks to the Biermann and Ferry families for 

picking up the poinsettia plants and decorating our 

altar and chancel area with the plants. 

Pictured left to right (behind their masks): Deanna 

Biermann, Virginia Ferry, William Biermann, and 

Frank Ferry. 
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A Word From the Church Council 
During 2020, we have been through a lot—we have been challenged, affected and 

changed in many ways. As a new year begins in 2021, we thank God for the many bless-

ings He has given to each of us and to this congregation. We are especially grateful for:  

  the ministry and service of Pastor Binz and Pastor Kerr; 

  the Church office staff and their commitment to serving the Lord;  

  the Officers, Directors, and volunteers who use the gifts God has given them to 

serve; and  

  the school faculty and staff that has gone through many challenges and endured 

with distance teaching. 

May all you find peace and joy during 2021. 

Hopefully you all had a blessed Christmas, and we all pray for a healthy New Year.  

 

The Church Council held two “GOOGLE” meetings with school parents in November. The main focus was 

to introduce the Church Council members to our school parents, explain what the Church Council does and 

how it interacts with the school administration, and to answer questions and concerns from the parents. The 

Church Council also continues to have “zoom” meetings at least once a month to conduct church and 

school business. 

We did not put up Christmas trees in the 

church this year as we have not been able to 

have in person Church services; however, we 

did decorate the altar and chancel areas with 

poinsettias (see the previous page). 

 

As usual, we decorated the outside of the 

church including setting up the Holy Family. I 

know many of you have not been able to enjoy 

our decorated church, but we have found that 

our neighbors do. Someone unknown to us 

placed a Christmas tree, with solar lights, put 

greenery on top of the manger, straw in the 

manger and wrapped Mary with a scarf. We 

have a “Christmas mystery.”  

 

A sad follow-up to our “Christmas mystery”: Over Christmas, someone “decorated” the Holy Family and 

the animals with black and white spray paint. We don’t know who vandalized our display; someone was 

seen trying to clean off the paint. We do know, however, that despite vandalism, pandemics, and every-

thing we’ve experienced this year, we can still celebrate with joy that Christ is born!! 

News from the Church Council News from the Church Council  



 

 

"Pray for one another" (James 5:16) 
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the birthdays and anniversaries list each month to 

hold up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may wish to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your 

Bible, in your Portals of Prayer, or in some convenient place. What strength we receive from Almighty 

God when we sincerely pray for one another! And in these “interesting times,” a call to a member 

wishing him/her birthday or anniversary greetings would probably be appreciated. It’s particularly 

important that we keep in contact with each other when we’re unable to meet in person. 
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 1 Linda Silveria 

 1 Elaine Uy 

 2 Avery Nulph 

 2 Jordan Crisologo 

 4 Alexander Hsiao 

 6 Edward Wong 

 6 Stefanie Nixdorf 

 6 Henny Laksana 

 7 Kinnan Wong 

 8 Roland Jung 

 9 Hiroaki Murata 

 9 Quentin Lo 

 9 Jacob Ngai 

 10 Chris Chao  

 11 Beverly Relph 

 11 Sylvia Mrabe 

 11 Khalil Mrabe 

 11 Kristen Fung 

 12 Stephan Kolsanoff 

 12 Luca Stofferahn 

 12 Jacqueline Kwok 

 13 Kevin Szeto 

 13 Nicholas O’Beirne 

 13 Cameron Park 

 15 Rachel Hung 

 16 Sharon Tabar 

 16 Courtney Park 

 17 Nathaniel Fong 

 18 Michele Boyer 

 18 Sheila Tabar 

 19 Lauren Wong 

 20 Michi Boyer 

 20 Sean Patrick 

 20 Trinity Batiste 

 21 Aaron Fung 

 21 Danielle Hirano 

 24 David Lew 

 25 Sara Bridygham 

 25 Alice Yue 

 27 May Luu 

 27 Chadwick Sheh 

 29 Gordon Yee 

 29 Otto Fung 

 30 Pichaya Khamvatee 

 31 Donald Woo 

 31 Laurie Gonsalves 

 31 Archie Wong 

 

 22 Morteza & Sharon Tabar 

 25 Hiroaki Murata &  

  Megumi Amano 

 29 Rich & Terry Hesselroth 

 31 Rev. Curtis & Stacey Binz 

God’s people pray... 
Let us pray to the Lord for those 

who are ill, homebound, or 

recovering from recent hospitalization: 

Elfriede Bonfert; Art & Dorothy Bridgeman; 

Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson; Ben & 

Vivian Char; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen 

Bok’s sister-in-law; Frank Gelini; Nadine 

Gustafson; Martha Hoelter; Joe & Lorraine Holmes; 

Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf; 

Mary Pon, cousin of May Wong; Laurie Prescott; 

Lee Rampage; Bernd Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie 

Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow; 

Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 

 

For David and Kathleen Garrett and their family on 

the death of David’s brother, Tom. 

 

For all those affected in any way by the COVID 19 

virus. 


