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About the Theme 

The inspiration for the theme is 

drawn from Concordia Commentary 

Isaiah 40–55 by Dr. R. Reed Lessing. 

Chapters 40–55 contain some of the 

best-known, most-cherished, and 

theologically significant texts in the 

Bible. These chapters teach an 

orientation to the Lord and the world 

that Jesus endorsed, sharpened, and 

laid as the foundation for the 

Christian Church. 

 

Midweek Services 

We will not be meeting in person for 

midweek services this year due to 

Covid-19, but we will send out and 

put on our website recorded services 

and devotions for this season of Lent. 

(See www.westportallutheran.com.) 

The midweek devotions are titled, 

“Singing With the Exiles,” and the 

themes we will be following are: 

 

Ash Wednesday—February 17 

Isaiah 41:14–16 

God Has a Word for That 

Midweek Lent 1—February 24 

I Only Have Eyes for You 

Isaiah 43:1–7 

Midweek Lent 2—March 3 

Marked 

Isaiah 44:1–8 

Midweek Lent 3—March 10 

Breaking Down the Gates 

Isaiah 45:1–8 

Midweek Lent 4—March 17 

Get Out 

Isaiah 48:17–22 

Midweek of Lent 5—March 24 

One Little Word Can Fell Him 

Isaiah 49:1–6 

 

Lenten Devotional Booklets that 

coordinate with the weekly Lenten 

Devotional Services are available in 

the Church Library. If you miss 

taking one, please call the church 

office and we will send one to you. 

 

Please check out the midweek 

devotions during Lent.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Curtis Binz and 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr 

Lent begins on  
Ash Wednesday, February 17 

THEME: “Singing With the Exiles” 

https://www.cph.org/p-7388-isaiah-40-55-concordia-commentary.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-7388-isaiah-40-55-concordia-commentary.aspx
http://www.westportallutheran.com


 

 

God’s people 
pray... 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Due to the Coronavirus, we are not having Saturday or 

Sunday Worship Services. We will return to having reg-

ular worship services as soon as it is safe to do so. 

. 

200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132 

(415) 661-0242 

www.westportallutheran.org 

Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 

Jan Lundquist, Church Secretary, PortaLight Editor 

Mickey Angerman, Principal 

Melissa Murphy, Assistant Principal 

is the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School ght PortaL 

West Portal Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

 

DATE: Saturday, January 30 

 

TIME: 10:00AM—Noon 

 

WHERE: In the white passenger 

zone on Sloat Blvd. in 

front of the church 

 
If you do not have your 2021 contribution enve-

lopes, we are providing the opportunity for you 

to pick them up from the church on Saturday, 

January 30. Simply pull up in the white zone in 

front of the church and open your passenger 

side window. One of the pastors or a church 

member (appropriately wearing a mask and 

gloves) will hand your envelopes to you or put 

them in your car. 

 

We hope to see you on  

“Envelope Pick-Up Saturday 

Scholarship funds are available to members of our 

church as a way of encouraging young people within 

our congregation to pursue higher education by 

attending our synodical (LCMS) universities and 

seminaries. This can help raise up the next generation 

of church workers and lay leaders within our church 

body. Please email John Rixe (johnrixe@yahoo.com) 

for an application by March 15. 

Scholarship Funds 2021  
Envelope  
Pick-Up 

Let us pray to the Lord for those who are ill, home-

bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: 

Elfriede Bonfert; Art & Dorothy Bridgeman; Char-

lene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson; Ben & Vivi-

an Char; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s 

sister-in-law; Frank Gelini; Nadine Gustafson; Mar-

tha Hoelter; Joe & Lorraine Holmes; Charlotte Lew, 

Eva Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf; Mary Pon, cousin 

of May Wong; Laurie Prescott; Lee Rampage; Bernd 

Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s 

mother; Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn 

Wong. 

 

For all those affected in any way by the COVID 19 

virus. 

mailto:johnrixe@yahoo.com
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Many of us were more than ready to see 2020 be-

hind us. The pandemic has changed the way we 

do many things such as church, school, Bible 

Study, Sunday School, youth group, and so many 

more. We are hoping 2021 will bring a vaccine and 

a return to “normalcy.” 

 

One of the events that WPLS participates in every 

year is National Lutheran Schools Week. We will 

be participating again this year – celebrating being 

a Lutheran school. The celebration will take place 

during the week of January 24-30. “Sent to Serve” 

is the theme for the week. The associated scripture 

verse is Matthew 20:28 which says: “The Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.” This is also the 

WPLS theme for the year. 

 

One purpose of the celebration is to focus on a 

different group of servants or group to serve. Us-

ing the suggested daily theme, the faculty came up 

with ways for us to celebrate that will be fun and 

meaningful. This is our celebration schedule: 

 

Monday: “Jesus – Sent to Serve” 

 Free dress theme – Pajama Day 

 Special project – write letters or make pictures 

for members of the congregation 

Tuesday: “Pastors and Teachers – Sent to Serve” 

 Free dress theme – Dress as a teacher or WPLS 

student 

 Special project – appreciation for pastors and 

teachers 

Wednesday: “Serving Together on God’s Team” 

 Free dress theme – Favorite team apparel 

 Special project – appreciation for WPL stu-

dents, and a whole school chapel service 

Thursday: “Serving in Home and Community” 

 Free dress theme: Dress in school colors (blue 

and white) 

 Special project: a food drive for a local commu-

nity food bank 

Friday: “Sent to Serve in the World” 

 Free dress theme: Favorite character (book, 

movie, TV show, etc.) 

 Special project: Schoolwide assembly for mis-

sions 

 

Our NLSW celebration is going to be a lot of fun 

and gives us a chance to serve others. I look for-

ward to sharing pictures and reactions to our activ-

ities. 

 

I am excited to share the news that the Sloat cam-

pus has a new flagpole! A few months ago, we 

tried to replace the worn flags with new ones but 

found the clips to be rusted closed. A company was 

contacted to repair clips and replace the flags. They 

discovered that about two feet at the bottom of the 

pole was rotten. The decision was made to replace 

the wooden pole with a metal pole. A new Chris-

tian flag and a new American flag now fly proudly 

on our new flagpole! 

(Continued on page 4) 



 

 

PAGE 4 PORTAL FEBRUARY 2021  PAGE 4 PORTALIGHT 

How Can You Do Missions 
in a Pandemic?  

Ask the Students of West Portal  

Lutheran School, San Francisco! 
 

“Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28 

Thoughts From 
Pastor Kerr 

 

Even though the teachers and staff miss the stu-

dents and want them back in school – more im-

portantly we want everyone to be safe. I asked the 

Council to delay our return to school in person 

until it is safe, and the pandemic is more under 

control. The Council has decided to delay our re-

turn indefinitely and will reconsider the situation 

every month. 

 

God’s blessings, 

Mickey Angerman, Principal 

(Continued from page 3) Each week the WPL School students, faculty, and 

staff virtually gather together online Chapel for 

prayer, to hear God’s WORD and explore new 

ways to share God’s WORD and love with others. 

As the new school year began, the students re-

solved not to allow COVID 19 to keep them from 

serving and sharing the love of Jesus with others 

in need. So, OPERATION MISSION JAR was 

born! 

 

You are invited to partner with WPL School in 

supporting OPERATION MISSION JAR (OMJ). 

How OPERATION MISSION JAR works is easy. 

 The Challenge! The goal is to have every par-

ticipant put at least $1 into his/her personal 

“Mission Jar” each week.   

 

 Participants were asked to designate a contain-

er (a clean empty jar, a Ziplock bag etc.) to col-

lect their weekly chapel offerings. 

 During each school quarter, students learn 

about the mission project and how they serve 

as mission partners witnessing God’s love to 

those in need. 

 At the end of each school year quarter, the col-

lected funds will be dedicated and sent to a 

designated ministry or mission. 

 

The second quarter mission offerings are designat-

ed for Operation Christmas Child a ministry of Sa-

maritan’s Purse Ministries. Simply drop your 

offerings by the church or school office. PLEASE 

remember to clearly mark your mission offerings 

for OMJ-Operation Mission Jar. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our 

school mission. 

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Got Questions? 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. Matthew 7:7 

 

 Want to know more about what it really 

means to be a Christian? 

 Interested in learning more about what it 

means to be a Lutheran? 

 Interested in Church membership at West Por-

tal Lutheran Church and School? 

 Want to know more about Baptism for your-

self, your family, and your children? 

 

You Are Invited to Join Us As We 

Explore the Faith…. 
To explore all of these questions and more, join 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor in the up-

coming online Faith Explorations Class. The classes 

are designed for Adults and older youth (High 

School and above) 

(Continued from page 4) 

 1 Christopher Fung 

 1 Ernestine Gutter 

 1 Christina Ohmura 

 3 Tiffany Proehl 

 5 Pastor Curtis Binz 

 6 Rhelda Evans-Latimore 

 6 Mason Char 

 7 Lynne Adams 

 7 Tyler Liu 

 11 Patrick Man 

 11 Sergio Robleto 

 13 David Kwok 

 14 Jennifer Fung 

 14 Leonardo Hutchinson 

 14 Madison Gotai 

 16 Megumi Amano 

 16 Alan Leung 

 19 Janine Jung 

 21 Megan Lau 

 21 Michael Uy 

 21 Jeff Zygmunt 

 21 Emily Rostrata 

 24 Franklin Yee 

 25 Nancy Tso 

 26 Amy Lew 

 26 Chloe Tsang 

 26 Kendall Sjauwfoekloy 

 27 Malia Yu 

 27 Ayeesha Ellis 

 27 Kathleen Garrett 

 27 Tom Angerman 

 28 Cortney Shadel 

 1 Ken Ericson & Arlene  

  Hacopian-Ericson 

 14 Vernon & Bennette Nulph 

 14 Arthur & Dorothy  

  Bridgeman 

 27 Gary & Laurie Gonsalves 

The free 4–5-week classes will be offered online 

The classes are projected to begin in mid-January 

and will be scheduled according to the class 

members’ schedule.  

 

For more information, please contact Pastor Kerr 

at pastorkerr@wplsf.com or 415-661-0242x224. 

mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
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Mrs, Finley, pictured above, along with 

Mrs. Leung and Miss Yoshie, pictured 

left, put together goodie bags for the 

students for a special movie day 

We celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week 

On Tuesday, our free dress theme for faculty, 

staff, and students was “Dress as a teacher or 

WPLS student.” Pictured here are Ms. Ohashi 

as Mrs. Leung, Mrs. Leung as Mr. Jacob, and 

Mrs. Angerman as a WPL student. 

The congregation showed its appre-

ciation for our faculty and staff by 

giving us love gifts. Congregational 

President Rich Hesselroth is pre-

senting a gift to Janet Lee. Also part 

of the presentation: Pastor Kerr, 

Mrs. Angerman, Mrs. Proehl 

(Congregational Vice President), 

and Pastor Binz. 
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During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of West Portal Lutheran School, we have asked a number 

of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their memories of WPL School. We continue this 

month with memories from the Amanda (Class of 1997) and Chet (Class of 1999) Williams. 

70th Anniversary of WPL School70th Anniversary of WPL School 

It's no exaggeration to say my years at West Por-

tal Lutheran have profoundly affected my life. 

Not only did my education lay a foundation for 

ongoing studies in high school and college, but it 

shaped my interests and inspired in me a deep-

seated passion for learning. Math with Ms. Hen-

derson, humanities with Ms. Bruggemann-Wong, 

German with Herr Jacob, history with Mr. Holt 

and--perhaps most critically given my career as a 

writer--English with Mr. Morris (among so many 

others) became more than just subjects; they came 

to life. I went on to study German throughout 

high school and into college. I pursued challeng-

ing literature and history classes throughout my 

educational career. And I double-majored at UC 

Berkeley in economics and political science--

which required solid footings in math and writ-

ing. My academic and professional success can 

inarguably be traced to my time at and the won-

derful teachers of West Portal Lutheran.  

 

But it's not just a matter of the skills and 

knowledge the school imparted--it's also a matter 

of the values it instilled in me: hard work, persis-

tence, discipline, kindness and, above all, faith. 

The religious and moral upbringing and ground-

ing I received from West Portal Lutheran (in ad-

dition, naturally, to my family) have stood me in 

perhaps the best stead of all.  

 

I am so grateful for my years at WPL. I look back 

on so many memories and people--teachers, ad-

ministrators, assistants, parents, and students--

with much fondness and unending gratitude.  

 

Amanda Williams 

I attended West Portal Lutheran School from kin-

dergarten through the eighth grade, and graduat-

ed in 1999. Those years have had a profound im-

pact on the rest of my life, in many ways. Some of 

my most important lessons in discipline, work 

ethic, and a strong religious foundation, came 

from the teachers, pastors, and administrators of 

West Portal Lutheran. I had outstanding teachers 

throughout my time at the school. Because of the 

rigorous academics, I was more than prepared 

both when I moved on to Lowell High School, 

and subsequently at the University of California. 

While there were excellent teachers who provided 

a strong academic background, there were also 

many fun times in the classroom. From Ms. 

Sandvik's love of the 49ers, to Mr. Moore playing 

his guitar and singing Beach Boys songs on the 

playground, there were many great times that I 

will never forget.  

 

Today, I reside in the east bay area and have three 

children of my own. My wife and I were recently 

faced with the decision of where to send our chil-

dren to school. We took tours of both the local 

public school and a private Catholic school near 

where we live. As soon as I entered the Catholic 

school, it had a very familiar feel, much like West 

Portal Lutheran. I think that the most important 

thing that we can do for our children is provide 

them with a strong foundation, both academically 

and religiously. Because of this, our children are 

attending the Catholic school, and I hope that it 

prepares them as well for life as West Portal Lu-

theran did for me.  

 

Chet Williams 


