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Dear West Portal Lutheran Family 

of Faith: 

 

As the city, state and nation move 

forward out of months of self-

distancing into slowly once again 

physically gathering for community 

activities, we are also carefully look-

ing at what our worship gatherings 

might look like. Please know that 

your safety and the safety of all who 

enter the West Portal Lutheran 

Church and School Campus are our 

highest priorities. 

 

We are carefully monitoring the 

City and State reopening process 

over the next two weeks, and we 

are planning to resume public wor-

ship services on Sunday, March 7 

at 10:00 a.m. At this time, we will 

not be resuming Saturday worship 

services. PLEASE be aware that the 

resumption of public worship com-

pletely depends on the assurance of 

the health and safety of all worship-

pers. Please check the West Portal 

Lutheran Church Website westpor-

tallutheran.org for the latest updates 

or call the church office at 415-661-

0242. 

 

Based on the State recommendations 

for the reopening of a house of wor-

ship, the following steps have been 

taken to ensure public health and 

safety as much as possible: 

 

 Deep cleaning of the sanctuary 

prior to opening for worship.  

 Hand sanitizer dispensers have 

been installed at all building en-

trances including the Church 

Sanctuary, Offices, Fellowship 

Hall and Music Room. 

 All worshippers must wear a 

mask. Disposable masks will be 

available for those who don’t 

have them. 

 Collection plates will be located 

in specific and easy to find posi-

tions in the sanctuary.  

 Holy Communion will be 

offered. 

 The Common Cup will be re-

served for the Celebrant only at 

the Consecration.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Church is opening Church is opening   
for public worship on for public worship on   

Sunday, March 7, 2021Sunday, March 7, 2021 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Regular Sunday Worship Services will resume on  

Sunday, March 7, 2021, at 10:00AM. 

 

Saturday Service, Sunday Adult Bible Study, and  

Children’s Sunday School continue to be suspended. 

. 
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 New communion trays utilizing disposable 

plastic cups will be used. 

 Holy Communion will be continuous flow at 

the bottom of the Chancel steps. Pastors and 

Elders will sanitize hands prior to distribu-

tion.  

 

Other details: 

 Please remember to wear masks during all 

services and meetings. 

 No congregating, handshaking etc. in the 

Narthex prior to or after worship. 

 On exiting, we encourage the use of both 

entrances to the church: one in front of 

the office and one in front of the church. 
 Coffee Fellowship after worship has been 

discontinued until further notice. 

 Wednesday morning Bible Study will contin-

ue at 11:00AM on Zoom. 

 Sunday Adult Bible Study and Children’s 

Sunday School continue to be suspended. 

 Sunday Services will continue to be recorded 

and made available via the West Portal Lu-

theran Church website especially for those 

who continue to be concerned about health 

risks resulting from large gatherings.  

 

Our primary concern is the health, safety and 

especially the Spiritual welfare for all who wor-

ship at West Portal Lutheran Church. The timing 

of reopening for public worship will be depend-

(Continued from page 1) ent on the CDC public health and safety mandates, 

protocols and recommendations issued by the City 

of San Francisco and the State of California. 

 

All future plans are contingent on what happens in 

the larger Bay Area community over the next few 

weeks. Remember to check the West Portal Lutheran 

Church website or call the church office 415-661-0242 

often for the latest updates on the status of re-

opening for public worship and other congregation-

al announcements. 

 

As we continue to experience unprecedented life 

changes over the next few weeks and months, West 

Portal remains a vibrant and faithful witness of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in community.  

 

+ Peace and Joy + 

Rev. Curtis Binz, Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, 
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Jesus Sent to Save 
 

“For God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through Him.” John 3:17 
 

I keep hearing that there is “light at the end of the 

tunnel.” In regards to this pandemic things are 

looking up and there is hope that this will be be-

hind us soon. As more and more people get vac-

cinated and the numbers drop, there is hope that 

things are getting better. But especially during this 

season of Lent, my response to that is; “Why can’t 

we be the light IN the tunnel?” Jesus’ words rec-

orded in John testify that “Light has come into the 

world, but men loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil” John 3:19. Because 

even when this pandemic is over, the darkness of 

sin, death and the devil will still be casting shad-

ows over the world in which we live. 

 

We can all recite by memory John 3:16, “God so 

loved…” but do we know what the follow-up 

verse is? God doesn’t want us to be in the dark. 

He wants us to know the truth and to live in that 

truth for “whoever lives by the truth comes into 

the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what 

he has done has been done through God.” John 

3:21 

 

God has sent the light of the world “not to con-

demn the world, but to save the world through 

Him.” Whether we are out of the tunnel or living 

in the darkness that is the reality of a sinful broken 

world, we can live with the light of Christ know-

ing that our sins are forgiven and the love of God 

will see us not only through the tunnel of this pan-

demic but to the light of everlasting life given by 

the very grace of God. 

 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 

path” Ps. 119. God’s Word is the light and as John 

records earlier, the Word became flesh and 

“tabernacled/dwelt” among us. Christ Jesus, our 

Lord, will see us through whatever trials and 

temptations come our way. We can live today 

with the peace and joy of knowing that Jesus was 

sent to save the world through Him, and that eter-

nity is ours through faith in Christ. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Binz 

From Pastor Binz 



 

 

Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

“For I Know the Plans  . . .” 

 
West Portal  
Lutheran 

Church Website: 
 

westportallutheran.org 
Daylight Saving Time Begins  

Don’t forget to turn your clocks FORWARD one 

hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 

13th. You don’t want to be late for church!! 
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The reason being that by abstaining  from choco-

late, your favorite TV, or soda’s etc. you some-

how become closer to the Divine. Well, maybe 

yes and maybe….? The fact is as Erasmus once 

said, “Bidden or unbidden God is there”.  

 

Luther explained it this way in the Third Article 

of the Small Catechism, “I believe that I cannot by 

my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 

me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” 

 

The truth is the season of Lent is not about giv-

ing up something earthly but realizing that God 

has been standing right in front of you all along. 

 

Peace and Joy + 

 

Pastor Kerr  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 

Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,  

to give you a future and a hope” Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Approximately one year ago we at West Portal 

Lutheran Church and School went into what 

amounted to some odd kind of hibernation as 

overnight we learned a new way to live in a 

COVID world. Now we are beginning to reclaim 

our lives and return to what we remember as be-

ing “normal”. In the uncertainty and loneliness of 

the past year the lesson we all need to learn is 

that apart from God the meaning of life is mean-

ingless. The coming weeks and months are a gift 

to refocus, renew and restore those things which 

are meaningful, healthy and nurturing in our 

lives and relationships.  

 

The most common misperception of the season of 

Lent is that we must give up something we value. 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School:West Portal Lutheran School:  

News from the SchoolNews from the School 
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From the desk of the Principal 
 

Dear Members of West Portal Lutheran, 

 

I am writing this newsletter with a sad and heavy 

heart. I want to let you know that on February 13, I 

informed the Church Council that I will not be re-

turning for the 2021-2022 school year and will ask 

for a peaceful release from my call. I feel my work 

is finished here and God has other plans for me. 

 

It is my intent to finish the school year and com-

plete the duties of my call. In the meantime, I will 

also actively seek a new call. I humbly ask for your 

prayers as Tom and I seek God’s will. 

 

The school will be in competent hands under the 

leadership of Pastor Kerr and Mrs. Melissa Mur-

phy. West Portal Lutheran School is heading into a 

new and exciting era. Our teachers and staff are 

wonderful and will continue to offer the excellent 

education we are known for. I ask that you give 

them the love and support you have shown to me. 

 

I will miss worshipping with you and serving 

West Portal Lutheran when I leave at the end of 

June.  Until that time, I continue to be thankful to 

be here and serving God with you 

 

His Faithful Servant, 

Mickey Angerman, Principal 

 

 

New Service Opportunity 
The school is taking on a new service opportunity 

during the season of Lent. We are going to collect 

items to put together “blessing bags” for the 

homeless.  e will be partnering with Hope680 – a 

ministry to the homeless that live along Hwy 680. 

The students will be making inspirational cards to 

include in the bags. We will also include Gospel 

tracts to share the love of God with them. If you 

would like to join us in this project, please feel free 

to drop off any of the following items at the 

church or school office. 

 

Blessing Bag items: 
Non-perishable Food 

 Protein bars 

 Granola bars 

 Nut packets 

 Individual fruit boxes/cans 

 Juice boxes 

Hygiene items 

 Deodorant 

 Toothbrushes 

 Toothpaste 

 Hand Sanitizer 

 Disinfectant wipes 

 

Thank you for support in this opportunity to serve 

others. 

 

 

Good News 
Congratulations to WPL School 4th Grade Teacher 

Madeline Garrity and her husband Corey on the 

birth of their first child, a daughter—Mara Beth 

Garrity—born January 20, 2021. In her email to the 

faculty and staff announcing Mara’s birth, Made-

line said, “She is sent from heaven! We are so re-

minded of the Lord’s faithfulness through this 

whole experience. God is SO good. We are so 

thankful for your thoughts and prayers over the 

last nine months.” 
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Almighty God, in His wise providence, has called 

out of this life the soul of our sister in Christ, Mar-

lene Schulhauser. Marlene died in the Lord at age 

89, February 11th, 2021. She will long be remem-

bered as the faithful organist of West Portal Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church and School. 

 

Many remembrances of dear Marlene are in order 

of what I recall during my service as yours and 

her Pastor (1991-2006). You could always count 

on Marlene. If she did not drive to Church, she 

walked the distance from her home just off Sloat 

Blvd. a dozen blocks from the ocean, and back, no 

matter what the weather.  

 

Marlene was a veteran member of West Portal 

from the time of Pastor Arthur Haake (1943-1958), 

but a graduate of the University of Michigan (in 

Engineering) and native to Chicago. Baptized in a 

Presbyterian church, she early on became a solid 

Evangelical Lutheran in faith and doctrine. She 

was confirmed at West Portal Lutheran Church 

on April 19, 1957. She loved and appreciated the 

historic liturgy of the Christian Church and Lu-

theran hymnody for their beauty, depth of doc-

trine, unflagging biblical expression, and basis for 

Bach chorales and much more.   

 

In July 1960, Marlene began her long career with 

West Portal, first as Church Secretary (until 1968) 

and then as Church Organist. She started playing 

occasionally in 1961, then a little more, and by 1964 

as the permanent organist. Marlene also served as 

accompanist for our adult and school choirs and 

rehearsed and performed with numerous school 

children and adults for instrumental and vocal so-

los and ensembles. It was during her time that we 

started an occasional brass ensemble. 

 

Kudos to Marlene is in order: In 1998 we celebrat-

ed the 50th anniversary of the church building. With 

that anniversary came some renovation of the 

church interior. The front chancel window was 

completely cleaned after the ceiling was sealed 

twice and the nave and chancel repainted and the 

capitals on the columns specially treated. But the 

biggest change was adding new ranks of pipes and 

completely re-doing the organ wind chests and 

pipes. Marlene worked closely with me and the 

organ builder. The result was re-opening the rear 

balcony window that had been completely hidden 

by organ pipes for 40 years -like 40 years in the Si-

nai wilderness! The window was then made visible 

and the new and existing organ pipes were recon-

figured into a very pleasing design. Marlene was so 

pleased with how that turned out. In addition, she 

had contributed mightily financially for the addi-

tion of the new ranks of organ pipes. 

 

Marlene Schulhauser served West Portal Lutheran 

in other capacities. She was for years the Chair of 

the Memorial, Wills, and Bequests Committee and 

the Missions Committee. She also served on our 

(Continued on page 7) 

In Remembrance of Marlene Schulhauser,  
Servant of the Lord 

By the Rev. Dr. David Stechholz, former WPL Pastor 



 

 

About the Theme 

The inspiration for the theme is drawn from 

Concordia Commentary Isaiah 40–55 by Dr. R. Reed 

Lessing. Chapters 40–55 contain some of the best-

known, most-cherished, and theologically 

significant texts in the Bible. These chapters teach 

an orientation to the Lord and the world that Jesus 

endorsed, sharpened, and laid as the foundation 

for the Christian Church. 

 

Midweek Services 

We will not be meeting in person for midweek 

services this year due to Covid-19, but we will 

send out and put on our website recorded services 

and devotions for this season of Lent. (See 

www.westportallutheran.com.) The midweek 

devotions are titled, “Singing With the Exiles,” 

and the themes we will be following are: 

 

Midweek Lent 2—March 3 

Marked 

Isaiah 44:1–8 

Midweek Lent 3—March 10 

Breaking Down the Gates 

Isaiah 45:1–8 

Midweek Lent 4—March 17 

Get Out 

Isaiah 48:17–22 

Midweek of Lent 5—March 24 

One Little Word Can Fell Him 

Isaiah 49:1–6 

 

Lenten Devotional Booklets that coordinate 

with the weekly Lenten Devotional Services are 

available in the Church Library. If you miss 

taking one, please call the church office and we 

will send one to you. 

 

Please check out the midweek devotions during 

Lent.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Curtis Binz and Pastor J. Wayne Kerr 

Lent Continues This Month 

THEME: “Singing With the Exiles” 
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Church’s Worship Committee. 

 

Humorously, Marlene was pretty conservative, a 

staunch Republican, and a supporter of Christian 

colleges such as Hillsdale College in Michigan.  She 

only appreciated change if it served the cause of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and possessed theologi-

cal and musical integrity. She was an engaging la-

dy to talk to in her lovely home, living quietly by 

herself but endeared to her Church, West Portal 

Lutheran.   

(Continued from page 6) 

https://www.cph.org/p-7388-isaiah-40-55-concordia-commentary.aspx
http://www.westportallutheran.com


 

 

God’s people 
pray... 

Dear WPLC Members, 

 

Sorry to say that I have moved. 

 

I had planned to relocate this calendar year to 

Tennessee, though not so soon; circumstances 

moved that up. It is nice here—near Knoxville--

not crowded, with down-to-earth people and a 

country atmosphere. I am not far from the 

Let us pray to the Lord for those who are ill, 

homebound, or recovering from recent hospital-

ization: Elfriede Bonfert; Art & Dorothy Bridge-

man; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carl-

son; Ben & Vivian Char; William Chen; Angie 

Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Frank Gelini; 

Nadine Gustafson; Martha Hoelter; Joe & Lor-

raine Holmes; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; 

Susie Marzolf; Mary Pon, cousin of May Wong; 

Lee Rampage; Bernd & Sigrid Rogge; Art 

Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; 

Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 

 

For family & friends mourning the death of 

Marlene Schulhauser; for Howard Scully and 

his family mourning the death of Howard’s fa-

ther Andy Scully; for family and friends mourn-

ing the death of Laurie Prescott 

 

For all those affected in any way by the COVID 

19 virus. 
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From Elaine Mills . . . 
in Tennessee! 

In Remembrance of  
Laurie Prescott 

Smoky Mts. and Dollywood. There are different 

seasons, and it’s been in the 20’s and 30’s lately. 

But spring will come in March. I am staying with 

my sister and her husband until I get my own 

place, which is taking patience. When that hap-

pens, I will give you my mailing address; my 

phone number and email address will stay the 

same. 

 

I do not miss the crowded city, but I do miss you, 

my church family. I will try to keep in touch, and 

will come west sometime to visit.  

 

Thinking of you, praying for our church and 

school, thanking you for your friendship and 

praising God for His faithfulness, always. 

 

In Christ, 

Elaine Mills 

New Address: 

1225 Appaloosa Way 

Sevierville, TN  37876 

Almighty God, in His wise providence, has called 

out of this life the soul of our sister in Christ, Lau-

rie Prescott, on Sunday, February 28, at age 77. 

Laurie became a communicant member of West 

Portal Lutheran Church in March 1996. She served 

in a number of capacities—as chairperson of the 

Trustees Committee, as a member of the Evange-

lism Committee, and as a faithful member of the 

Altar Guild. As a member of the Evangelism Com-

mittee, Laurie updated the tracts in the narthex, 

making sure they were appropriate for the season. 

As a trustee, she took care of many large and small 

maintenance projects around the church. Laurie 

will be missed by her friends at West Portal. 
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As we look forward to the cele-

bration of Easter, the Altar 

Guild is again planning to have 

special floral arrangements around the Altar ar-

ea. If you would like to help by donating to the 

flower fund, please complete this form and re-

turn it to the Altar Guild by Sunday, March 21st. 

The suggested minimum donation is $13.50. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Name of person(s) donating flowers 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Name of person(s) honored or remembered. 

 

If you have any Calla Lilies growing in your gar-

den and would like to share some with us, 

please bring them Maundy Thursday or Good 

Friday. There will be containers in the kitchen. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Easter  
Flowers 

Assuming that we are able to continue in-

person worship services, below is our tentative 

Holy Week Schedule. 

 

Palm Sunday 

March 28 10:AM Worship Service with Holy 

Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1 11:30AM Worship Service with  

 Holy Communion  

 

Good Friday 

April 2 11:30AM Worship Service 

 

(NOTE: Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

Services will be held during the day rather 

than in the evening.) 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 4 10:00AM Worship Service with  

 Holy Communion 
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During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of West Portal Lutheran School, we have asked a num-

ber of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their memories of WPL School. This month we 

feature Pastor Todd & Kathy Arnold & family as well as Matt and Liesl Spitz, WPL graduates. 

70th Anniversary of WPL School70th Anniversary of WPL School 

WPLS Memories:  

August 2008 - December 2016 
 

Pastor Todd Arnold 

WPLS was my first and only opportunity to min-

ister to a Lutheran School in my pastoral career. 

And what a blessing! To share the love of God in 

Christ Jesus to hundreds of eager children was 

pure joy! As the Lord would have it, I did get to 

see one class from Kindergarten to Eighth Grade. 

I remember telling the Class of ’17 on their first 

day of Kindergarten in August of 2008 that I was 

starting my first day at WPLS as well. 

 

God loves you all…He loves you very much! In 

sending Jesus to be our Savior, He has rescued us 

for all eternity. For 70 years God has blessed San 

Francisco and the Bay Area with West Portal Lu-

theran School. May WPLS continue to be an out-

post the Gospel for a long time! 

 

Mrs. Kathy Arnold 

When I look back on my eight and one-half years 

at West Portal Lutheran School I would have to 

say the greatest gift I received was WPL’s quest 

to be the best in technology. It was something I 

enthusiastically embraced from Principal Gary 

Beyer’s introduction, and I continue to speak 

about my WPL experiences here in Green Valley, 

Arizona at our thousand member computer club.  

 

The Smartboard, iPads, online tests, science text 

apps, iMovies, Augmented Reality, and outstand-

ing software programs made my science and reli-

gion classes state-of-the-art. But, the best part was 

when students made suggestions on how to im-

prove these programs, or enthusiastically ran 

with a project such as the large bulletin board QR 

Code Periodic Table. Each QR Code opened a vid-

eo about an element.   

 

My hope will always be these technologies served 

the students well in high school, college, and life. 

My prayers will always be we continue as good 

digital citizens.  

 

Where We Are Now 
 

 
Left to Right… 

 

Tim Arnold: Graduated from WPL- 2012, 

Bridgemont High School San Francisco - 2016, Ar-

izona State University - 2020 with a degree in 

Graphic Information Technology. He's currently 

the Director of Communications at St. Luke Lu-

theran Church in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 

Rev. Todd Arnold: Currently the pastor at Lu-

theran Church of the Risen Savior in Green Val-

ley, AZ, Vice President for the Lutheran Church 

of the Missouri Synod - English District, and 

board member of Lutheran Social Services of the 

Southwest. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Mrs. Kathy Arnold: Retired, currently on the tech 

team at Lutheran Church of the Risen Savior and 

sits on the board of Green Valley Recreation Com-

puter Club 

 

Nathan Arnold:  Graduated from WPL in 2010, St. 

Ignatius High School - San Francisco - 2014, and 

United States Air Force Academy - 2018. He is 

currently a 1st Lieutenant and drone pilot for the 

Air Force. 

 

Emily Arnold - Best known by WPL families as a 

day care worker at the Sunset Campus. She is still 

in San Francisco (the HEART we left in SF).  She is 

a 2011 Mercy High School graduate and attended 

City College. She is currently the manager of Vil-

lage Pets in San Francisco. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

(Continued from page 10) 

 1 Dave Garrett 

 1 Edgar Boyer 

 4 Jennifer Ohmura 

 5 Margaret Finley 

 5 Chris Brase 

 7 LaSaundra Gutter 

 8 Nami Shiozaki 

 8 Karen Street 

 9 Dan Wang 

 10 Naomi Ray 

 11 Matthew Wong 

 11 Michele Wong 

 14 Gail Frey 

 15 Betty Moss 

 15 Alex Nulph 

 15 Iddhikorn Hutachinda 

 16 Steven Wood 

 16 Sio “Cathy” Chan 

 17 Fernando Robleto 

 17 Dorothy Bridgeman 

 19 Garrett Wong 

 20 Yugin Lam 

 21 Amir Parnian 

 24 Melissa Fung 

 24 Thomas Gonsalves 

 24 Zachary Concepcion 

 25 Patrick Rostrata 

 25 Abraham Go 

 26 Rajan Edwards 

 28 Carole Leung 

 29 Arthur Bridgeman 

 29 Stacey Binz 

 30 Beverly Presley-Nelson 

 30 Alexandra Wu 

 3 Tim & Cortney Shadel 

 10 Franklin & Lonnie Yee 

 12 Ping-Yee & Judy Law 

 19 Thomas & Mela Chin 

 27 August & Sarah Stofferahn 

 

From Matt Spitz 
I’m forever grateful for my time at West Portal 

Lutheran School. In addition to receiving a top-

notch education during my time there, I built a 

strong foundation for Christian values, both of 

which have served me well since. I also experi-

enced a diversity of backgrounds represented by 

students, parents, and teachers that I only came to 

appreciate later on. Sadly, I have retained very 

little German, but I can still diagram a sentence 

better than most! Go Wildcats! -Matt Spitz 

 

From Liesl Spitz 
Liesl Spitz ‘03 is a Lutheran pastor in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. She is grateful for the foundations she 

learned at WPL, from small catechism and scrip-

ture to algebra and grammar. You never know 

when you’ll need to diagram a sentence! 

 -Liesl Spitz 


