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Assuming that we are able to continue in-person worship services,
below is our Holy Week Schedule.
Palm Sunday
April 28 10:AM Worship Service with Holy Communion
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Maundy Thursday
April 1
11:30AM Worship Service with Holy Communion
Good Friday
April 2
11:30AM Worship Service
(NOTE: Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services will be held
during the day rather than in the evening.)
Easter Sunday
April 4
10:00AM Worship Service with Holy Communion
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Mark your calendars!
Voters’ Assembly
April 11, 2021—11:00AM
There will be a Voters' Assembly meeting on Sunday, April 11th after the 10:00AM Service. The
meeting will be held in the Sanctuary.
All Church Members are invited to come to any Voters' Assembly meeting. You can become a voting
member when you attend two meetings within one
year; your membership will continue if you attend at
least one meeting during the following two years.

Good Friday Service
If you are unable to join us in person for the Good
Friday Service, you may access it via Webex. To
join the Webex meeting and see the Good Friday
Service:
https://wplsf.webex.com/wplsf/j.php?
MTID=m986573fb034da37e5af8761acc6f913a
Meeting number (access code): 187 031 5850
Meeting password: M7m56UJM4rN
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God’s people
pray...
Let us pray to the Lord for those who are ill,
homebound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert; Art & Dorothy
Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois
Carlson; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen
Bok’s sister-in-law; Frank Gelini; Nadine Gustafson; Martha Hoelter; Joe & Lorraine Holmes;
Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf; Mary Pon, cousin of May Wong; Lee Rampage; Bernd & Sigrid Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie
Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth
Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong.
For those mourning the loss of loved ones: Vivian Char, Gerald Char & family, and Morteza &
Sharon Tabar & family on the death of husband
and father Ben Char.

West Portal
Lutheran
Church Website:
westportallutheran.org

PortaL ght is the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School
200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132
(415) 661-0242
www.westportallutheran.org
Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor
Jan Lundquist, Church Secretary, PortaLight Editor
Mickey Angerman, Principal
Melissa Murphy, Assistant Principal

Worship Schedule
Sundays at at 10:00AM.
Saturday Service, Sunday Adult Bible Study, and
Children’s Sunday School continue to be suspended.

.

West Portal Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
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From Pastor Binz

The Pinnacle of God’s Love

Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave
Him the name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father.”
Philippians 2:9-11.
Easter is the pinnacle of the church year. What Jesus did for us on Good Friday and rising on the
third day Easter morning is the center of our
Christian faith. Many in the science community
talk about “inverse relationships.” The mathematical formula is online if you are interested. For example if you on a trip, the faster you drive, the
shorter the time to get to your destination. Unless
of course you get stopped for speeding. With this
pandemic we having been hearing about
“flattening the curve.” When the curve was at its
highest (covid-cases, etc.) we in the church were
not able to attend in-person worship, and many of
us felt the low of not being in worship and receiving the Lord’s Supper. But even in those times
God’s love for us did not stop.
Now that the curve has dropped or somewhat
flattened, many have received their vaccines. The
number of cases have dropped, and things are
starting to open up again. Being back in person

worship is wonderful knowing that we can pray,
praise and give thanks to our loving God who
sent His one and only Son to forgive us from our
sins and give us eternal life. And what better time
than in the Easter season—the pinnacle of our
faith the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ—to be back together in worship receiving
God’s Word and Sacraments.
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, sin,
death and the devil have been defeated. This direct relationship that we have by God’s grace
through faith lets us rise above the lows we have
all experienced this past year and through the
Word and Sacrament know the depth and the
height of God’s love for us. As the hymn by
Thomas a Kempis reminds us:
“For us He rose from death again; For us He went on
high to reign; For us He sent His Spirit here to guide,
to strengthen and to cheer.
All glory to our Lord and God for love so deep, so high,
so broad; The Trinity whom we adore forever and forever more.”
Grace and peace,
Pastor Binz
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West Portal Lutheran School:

News from the School
Dear Members of West Portal Lutheran Church,
As always, there is a lot happening at WPL School!
Here is a short update of things happening in our
community:
REOPENING
As COVID-19 numbers continue to fall and as
more of our teachers become vaccinated, we are
preparing to reopen our school for teaching and
learning with small classes of students. Our
(tentative) dates for reopening are April 12 and
April 19, pending approval from city officials.
April 12 - Grades K-1
April 19 - Grades 2 - 3
April 19 - Grades 4 – 5 & OST Cohort
SUMMER SCHOOL
Currently, we are planning to have a summer
school but it will be online this year. We have created a tentative draft of a schedule and over the

next few weeks we will complete the plan and get
information out to parents and teachers.
COMMUNICATION
We are always thinking about our communication
and how we can reach out to our families and
friends. We can’t wait to begin spending time face
to face with people again but there are some advantages to using computers all the time and it
does help with communication! Over the next
month, we are planning to hold a series of ‘virtual’
open houses for prospective families and we have
been working with our marketing team on some
YouTube broadcasts called “WPLS LIVE” where
we ask students to interview teachers and students. Very exciting!
Keep us in your prayers as we move forward with
our reopening plans and try to return to some
semblance of normalcy for our students and
school community.
Melissa Murphy

School Chapel Offerings
Our parents and students have generously supported the various service projects we have sponsored this year. I had the pleasure of meeting one
of the volunteers from HOPE680 this morning
when I dropped off 60 Blessing Bags. HOPE680
provides Gospel hope and practical help to the
homeless in the 680 corridor region in the East
Bay. The volunteer sent me the following email:
Thank you again for considering Hope680 as a
ministry to partner with. Your blessing bags were
well stocked and I appreciated reading the card
regarding the new and eternal life we can all have

by repenting and having faith in the person and
work of Jesus Christ.
We still have donations and cards to put into more
Blessing Bags for them. The additional bags will be
put together after Easter break. If you would still
like to donate to HOPE680 project, items and cards
may be dropped off at either school office, during
class packet pick-ups, or brought to school when
we return in person. Our gifts were so appreciated! Thank you so much!
(Continued on page 5)
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April Birthdays and Anniversaries

1
1
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
5
5
6
6
7
7
7
8
8

Duane Pellervo
Wyatt Toloski
Kathryn Bersaglieri
Eddy Tsang
Tim Bass
Sienna Lo
Kendra Char
Helen Bok
Kailey Sjauwfoekloy
Marilyn Wong
Dan Holt
Cynthia Tom
Carl Wildenradt
Alex Lew
Diana Louie
Jessica Wong
Georgeanne Wedergren
Fred Jacob

9
9
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
16
17
19
19
19
21
21
22
22

Samantha Nulph
Rachel Li
Amy Bohlen
Jennie Fong
Renata Otterbach
Aaron Adams
Carsten Nixdorf
Megan Yu
Allan Uy
Genevieve Cragg
David Still
Rev. David Stechholz
Kaileigh Willis
Kvan Tsang
Monette Yee
Rose Leung
Nancy Eisen
Doris Fung
Penelope Esposto
Thomas Esposto
Kurtis Szu
Chloe Yeh
Kevin Chang
Mike Aymard

(Continued from page 4)

An update on our 2nd quarter chapel offering
donation. As you know our offerings went to
Samaritan's Purse - the organization that sponsors Operation Christmas Child and many other
projects. Our 2nd quarter offerings totaled $1000. $800 was given specifically for Operation Christmas Child. $100 was given to Ethiopian Projects - including the digging of fresh
water wells for villages. $100 was given for
South Sudan Relief which included providing
fresh water, food, and shelter for refugees.

22
22
23
24
24
26
26
26
27
28
29
29
29
30

Matthew Kitagawa
Nicole Lee
Liz Breen
Patty Tsang
Nathaniel Lew
Brenda Rumbaugh
Viviana Soper
Lorna Cain
Mariah Wright
Samantha Sun
Chloe Fong
Jennie Ho
Kestrel Ueber
Eugene Quan

2 Keith & Eliza Latimore
7 Dick & Audrey Bass
21 Christopher & Cheryl Leong

We have one more week to give to Operation
Mission jar , and the Comfort Dogs. This is our
designated charity for the 3rd quarter. Your Operation Mission Jar money may be turned in to
either office, at a packet pick up, or when your
child returns to school.
I am so proud of the WPLS community for the
support we give to our community and globally.
We have embraced our theme of service this year.
Again, thank you so much for your support.
God blessings,
Mrs. Angerman
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70th Anniversary of WPL School
During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of West Portal Lutheran School, we have asked a number
of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their memories of WPL School. This month we feature
Allen Chen, Lawrence Fung, and Nami Murata.

Allen Chen, Class of 2018
I attended West Portal Lutheran School from kindergarten all the way up through eighth grade. In
those nine years I grew up alongside some of my
best friends and made countless memories that I
would cherish for the years to come. Even now,
while we are entering our senior year in high
school, many of us have remained in close contact.
While transitioning from West Portal into different
high schools, we could all agree that West Portal
had set us up for academic success in high school.
Many of our parents decided on West Portal for this
specific reason, opting to send their children to a
school renowned for its academic rigor in order to
prepare them for the future. The classes progressed
at a rapid yet manageable pace, all the while delving deep into fundamental ideas in core subjects.
By the time graduation came around in 2018, I hadn't really considered how my learning might change
when transitioning to a new school. I definitely hadn't considered how classes at other schools were
taught, and how they would compare in terms of
academic rigor. In my first two years, classes were
hardly the challenge I had been led to believe because all the material being taught I had already
learned in middle school. Even now in my junior
year, taking all the advanced courses my school
offers alongside an additional City College class, I
don't feel that this course load has matched the
depth and rigor of what I had experienced through
middle school. In my opinion, the staff at West Portal had provided me with the tools to excel in future
studies, and the confidence to pursue my ambitions.
The school facilitated an exceptional learning environment that challenged students to apply themselves and realize their full potentials.

Lawrence Fung, Class of 2016
It was a great experience being a student at West
Portal Lutheran School (WPL) for most of my child-

hood from kindergarten through 8th grade. I met
many friends and learned a lot to prepare me for
high school and beyond. During my high school
years, I took the opportunity to become Associated
Student Body (ASB) President for the student council at my high school Raoul Wallenberg Traditional
High School. As ASB president, I was able to work
with my team to help coordinate school events and
create a first time ever Haunted House at my school.
The work and experience I learned during my time
at WPL helped me achieve this position and the
tasks that followed. I learned the values of working
with others and treating others with respect. I really
appreciate Mr. Morris for being my guidance
through my last years at West Portal Lutheran because he really helped improve my grammar skills
and helped me express myself more clearly. During
my time with Mr. Morris, I learned a lot of wisdom
from him. Currently, I am a first-year student at the
University of California, Davis and till this day, I am
still using the experience and knowledge that I
learned at West Portal Lutheran School. I really
thank WPL for preparing me to be a responsible and
kind person in the world and Mr. Morris for teaching me his wisdom.

Megumi Amano, parent of
Nami Murata, Class of 2010
I am looking at this picture of Mrs. Stephenson’s 3A
class, before Christmas 2004. Mrs. Stephenson is
wearing a Christmas sweater, there are nine students looking at the camera, and smiling, others are
working with their project. She is in the middle of
the room smiling at them. Those smiling students
graduated from WPL in 2010. I can name the universities where those students went: from the left,
Reed College, Pomona College, UC Berkeley, University of Pacific, Stanford University, UC Berkeley,
Vanderbilt University, Wake Forest University, and
(Continued on page 7)
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Syracuse University. They all graduated from university in 2018 and moved on to their next journey. Among them, one is in medical School at University of Pennsylvania, and another is in UCSF
for medical school. One is in UOP’s pharmacy
school; another graduated from UC Berkeley with
a Master’s degree and became a teacher. One is
working as an administrative assistant at Saint Ignatius
College Preparatory.
I can go on more,
but I think you can
see how successful
they became. In
third grade, they
were happy learners. Now they are
making the future of
the United States.
West Portal Lutheran Church and
School gave them a
promising foundation for their future.
My name is Megumi Amano, currently teaching
8th grade Algebra 1, also known as the mother of
Ms. Murata, 2A teacher. I would like to talk about
my experience as a parent of a West Portal Lutheran School alumna.
When we started to look for a kindergarten for our
daughter, I asked around for good Christian
schools. I attended West Portal Lutheran School’s
open house due to strong recommendations from
some doctors. Mrs. Merrill, then principal, introduced the school and she emphasized WPL as a
very academic school. To my surprise, many participants were ready to apply on the spot, checkbook ready to fill out an application. When Mrs.
Merrill took parents around the school, every student we encountered greeted her with a big smile
and “Hi, Mrs. Merrill!” That was the moment I
wanted our daughter to attend West Portal Lutheran School. Happily, on the Monday after the
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deadline, we received an acceptance letter.
Nami, our daughter, started her WPL schooling from
the summer school before kindergarten started. Mrs.
Boyer was so nice and patient even as Nami could not
stop crying every day; Nami spent all of summer 2001
sitting and coloring next to Mrs. Finley, the new principal, in her office. Ms. Murata was already making
the new principal
her baby sitter at age
four.
In Seventh grade,
students have a
choice to take German or Spanish;
Nami chose German.
Even though she
didn’t have a chance
to take German in
high school, her German was entrenched. So, when
she took German at
Berkeley, she excelled and that led
her to study in Free University in Berlin with a scholarship from the department of German. I really appreciated WPL’s German education.
Lutheran music education and Martin Luther’s Catechism, history and religious education are superb.
Pastor Kerr encouraged students to perform music
offerings at Sunday services, so Nami had numerous
offerings to play duo, trio, and solo performances
throughout middle and high school. All those musical
experiences and Christian history education led her to
double major in music at Berkeley with a minor in
history graduating with honors with a thesis researching 15th century Italian church music. She became one
of the five new graduates selected from the entire
United States and territories to attend the American
Musicological Society Conference held in Texas with
scholarships.
(Continued on page 8)
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In addition to academic excellence, the school environment encourages students to study for the future.
Since she was growing up among Asian students,
Nami also majored in Asian studies as the other major. Nami learned Chinese histories, and took Mandarin courses. That also led her to study in Fudan University in Shanghai. After graduating, she went on to
the Master’s degree in Global studies at Berkeley,
with concentrations in East Asian Studies and Education. She also spent two months in Zhuhai, China
teaching English to the children between the age of 2
and 17.
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I couldn’t be more thankful to West Portal Lutheran
Church and School for giving these opportunities to
explore the world to the student who couldn’t stop
crying in Kindergarten.
There is plenty more I can write, but this is already a
lot. That’s what you can expect from West Portal
Lutheran Church and School.
God’s Blessings!
Megumi Amano

In Memory of Ben Char

It has pleased almighty God in His wise providence to call home to Himself Ben Char who died
in the Lord on March 18, 2021. The graveside funeral service, conducted by Pastor Binz, was held
at Woodlawn Cemetery on March 24th. May the
comfort and joy of our Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection be with Vivian and her family.
Ben was a faithful member of West Portal Lutheran Church for over fifty years. He served as a respected elder, kind, thoughtful, gentle, and godly.
Ben was a marvelous Christian gentleman.

Dear Congregation Family,
Thank you for the kind words of sympathy and
support you have given me since Ben's passing.
Your cards, phone calls and presence at his services have brought me comfort. Ben always cherished the community that West Portal Lutheran
Church provided during the 50 plus years he was
a member. We are grateful for your continued
love and prayers.
God's Blessings,
Vivian Char and Family

