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WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!
A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come to worship
with us this morning. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a
guest or visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to
Pastor Binz or Pastor Kerr and sign our guest book. We look
forward to having you worship with us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher
Liturgist & Celebrant
Assisting Elder
Organist
Ushers
Altar Guild

Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor
Alex Lew
Janet Lee
Dick Bass, Walter Lew, Philip Go
Virginia Ferry, Deanna Biermann

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given by:
 Ray & Kathy Holstead commemorating the 10th birthday of
their granddaughter Emily Alice Holstead on May 15. See
what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. I John 3:1
 Rich & Terry Hesselroth in honor of their grandson Jonathan
Russell as he celebrates his 21st birthday. The Lord is good to
those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. It is good
that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
Lamentations 3:25-26

-2-

Divine Service, Setting One
Lutheran Service Book, page 151

PRELUDE
WELCOME
Stand
OPENING HYMN
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
1 A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2

The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand.
Alleluia, alleluia!
And with His faithful foll’wers see
Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3

To them the shining angels cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?”
Alleluia, alleluia!
“This is the Savior,” thus they say;
“This is His glorious triumph day!”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4

“You see Him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”
Alleluia, alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see
Returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

LSB 493, Sts. 1-4

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.
100012980.
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Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination
P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
INTROIT
P
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a
trumpet.
C
The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand, until I
make your enemies your footstool.”
P
C

The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind,
“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”
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P

The Lord is at your right hand; He will shatter kings on the day
of His wrath.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
P

God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a
trumpet.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast

-6-

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P

C

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in
heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Sit
FIRST READING
Acts 1:1–11
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus
began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken up, after He
had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He
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had chosen. To them He presented Himself alive after His suffering
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God.
And while staying with them He ordered them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, He
said, “you heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will
You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is
not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His
own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when He had
said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a
cloud took Him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into
heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”
Lector:
People

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
Ephesians 1:15–23
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks
for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
of revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which He has
called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward
us who believe, according to the working of His great might that He
worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him
at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things
under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the church,
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Stand
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 24:44-53

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.

Then He said to them, “These are My words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that everything written about Me in the Law
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then He
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should
be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.”
Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His
hands He blessed them. While He blessed them, He parted from them
and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing
God.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit
SERMON HYMN
Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels
1

Up through endless ranks of angels,
Cries of triumph in His ears,
To His heav’nly throne ascending,
Having vanquished all their fears,
Christ looks down upon His faithful,
Leaving them in happy tears.

2

Death-destroying, life-restoring,
Proven equal to our need,
Now for us before the Father
As our brother intercede;
Flesh that for our world was wounded,
Living, for the wounded plead!

3

To our lives of wanton wand’ring
Send Your Spirit, promised guide;
Through our lives of fear and failure
With Your pow’r and love abide;
Welcome us, as You were welcomed,
To an endless Eastertide.

LSB 491

Stand
4

Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to see the Father’s face!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace!

© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.
100012980.

Sit
SERMON

“The Exalted Jesus”
Text: Acts 1:1-11

Stand
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NICENE CREED
All:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will
have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:
P
C

Lord, in Your mercy,.
Hear our prayer.

Sit
MUSICAL OFFERING
Stand
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Service of the Sacrament
PREFACE

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You
and singing:
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SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your onlybegotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

P

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

C

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
-13-

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI
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Sit
DISTRIBUTION
 In order to maximize the safety of our members, Communion will
be continuous flow at the transept (bottom of stairs), no public common cup.
 Ushers will monitor the communion flow to insure proper social
distancing and guide communicant members to the Pastors at the
chancel steps.
 Disposable cups will be spaced out in the tray.
 To limit the handling of the congregational hosts (wafers), all hosts
will remain in and dispensed from the ciborium.
 Celebrant with ciborium containing the wafers and assisting Pastor
with the tray of wine will commune the congregation on the main
floor at the chancel steps.
 After communing, church members will place the disposable cups
on a tray near the front pew, and these will be disposed of after
worship.
HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness
1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness,
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
Come into the daylight’s splendor,
There with joy your praises render.
Bless the One whose grace unbounded
This amazing banquet founded;
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy,
Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
2

Hasten as a bride to meet Him,
And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
For with words of life immortal
He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before Him,
Saying, as you there adore Him:
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You,
That I nevermore will leave You.

3

He who craves a precious treasure
Neither cost nor pain will measure;
But the priceless gifts of heaven
God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered,
-15-

LSB 636, Sts. 1-4

None could buy the gifts here offered:
Christ’s true body, for you riven,
And His blood, for you once given.
4

Now in faith I humbly ponder
Over this surpassing wonder
That the bread of life is boundless
Though the souls it feeds are countless:
With the choicest wine of heaven
Christ’s own blood to us is given.
Oh, most glorious consolation,
Pledge and seal of my salvation!
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.
100012980. Public domain

Stand
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray . . . one God, now and forever.

-16-

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN

On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build

1

On Christ’s ascension I now build
The hope of my ascension;
This hope alone has always stilled
All doubt and apprehension;
For where the Head is, there as well
I know His members are to dwell
When Christ will come and call them.

2

Since Christ returned to claim His throne,
Great gifts for me obtaining,
My heart will rest in Him alone,
No other rest remaining;
For where my treasure went before,
There all my thoughts will ever soar
To still their deepest yearning.

3

O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me,
Recalling Your ascension,
That I may serve You faithfully
In thanks for my redemption;
And then, when all my days will cease,
Let me depart in joy and peace
In answer to my pleading.

LSB 492

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET,
no. 100012980.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

May 16, 2021

ON-LINE BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 11:00AM
Pastor Binz is leading an on-line Bible Study on Wednesday mornings,
starting at 11:00AM. If you would be interested in joining the class,
please contact Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@ wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the link for joining the class.
ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:
 Portals of Prayer for April—June
 May PortaLight
 West Portal Lutheran Church Re-opening Protocol: Health & Safety Plan
 Current issue of the Lutheran Witness
 Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print
Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed in these bulletins.
ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service
PLEASE return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.
ACTS 1:11 – “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.” Christ has died.
Christ is risen. Christ is ascended, and Christ will come again. We live
our lives in this world in the sure confidence of the world to come. We
live as people who know our Lord Jesus and who know that He is coming back. This makes all the difference in how we approach our stewardship and how we care for the things of this world.
IT HAS PLEASED ALMIGHTY GOD in His wise providence to
call home to Himself Vernon Nulph who died in the Lord on Tuesday,
May 11. May the comfort and joy of our Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection be with his wife Bennette and their family.
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, homebound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert; Art
& Dorothy Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson;
William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Nadine Gustafson; Lorraine Holmes; Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister;
Susie Marzolf; Mary Pon, cousin of May Wong; Lee Rampage; Sigrid
Rogge; Howard Scully; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth
Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong; Terry Wong, May Wong’s
father.

CALENDAR
THIS WEEK:
SUNDAY (5/16)
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
2:00PM Church Council (Zoom)
WEDNESDAY (5/19)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class (Zoom)
NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY (5/23)
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
WEDNESDAY (5/26)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class (Zoom)

Our Stewardship of Worship
Last Week
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person ............. 63
On-Line ............. 46
Total ........... 109
Communed Sunday ............. 58
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Worship Service
Sunday, 10:00AM
Sunday School,
Adult Bible Class
Sunday School & Sunday
Adult Bible Classes are temporarily suspended. They will
resume at a future date.
CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
www.
westportallutheran.org
SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330
Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com
Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr,
Associate Pastor
Mrs. Mickey Angerman,
Principal
Mrs. Melissa Murphy,
Assistant Principal

5/16/21
10:00AM
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