Sunday, July 11, 2021
West Portal Lutheran Church

Pentecost 7

July 11, 2021
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!
We are so glad you are here for worship as we celebrate God’s
grace and goodness through the Word and Sacrament. We
worship together in faith, thanking and praising God for Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. God’s blessings of faith, hope and
love be with you.
SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder
Robert Bok
Organist
Janet Lee
Ushers
Stanley Tom, Willian Luebkeman,
Christopher Brase
Altar Guild
Ernestine Gutter, Rhonda Short
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Divine Service, Setting Four
Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME
Stand
OPENING HYMN
Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses

LSB 667

1

Saints, see the cloud of witnesses surround us;
Their lives of faith encourage and astound us.
Hear how the Master praised their faith so fervent:
“Well done, My servant!”

2

These saints of old received God’s commendation;
They lived as pilgrim-heirs of His salvation.
Through faith they conquered flame and sword and gallows,
God’s name to hallow.

3

They call to us, “Your timid footsteps lengthen;
Throw off sin’s weight, your halting weakness strengthen.
We kept the faith, we shed our blood, were martyred;
Our lives we bartered.”

4

Come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suffered,
He faced the cross, His sinless life He offered;
He scorned the shame, He died, our death enduring,
Our hope securing.

5

Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
With grace precede us.

6

You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Past, present, future—You, the same forever—
You fail us never!

Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110000549
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Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

C

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

P

C
P

C
P

C

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
INTROIT
P
For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
C
Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
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P
C

Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
for in you I trust.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
P

For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!

KYRIE
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P

C

O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us
pure hearts and minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into
suffering and death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen

Sit
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OLD TESTAMENT
Amos 7:7-15
This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his
hand. And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said,
“A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“Behold, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass by them;
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house
of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has
said,
“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’”
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, but never again prophesy
at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet,
nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore
figs. But the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord
said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE
Ephesians 1:3–14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon
us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth.
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might
be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 6:14-29
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known.
Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is
why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” But others said, “He
is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of
old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has
been raised.” For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because he had married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It is
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a
grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not,
for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,
and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed,
and yet he heard him gladly.
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of
Galilee. For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for
whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” And he vowed to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.”
And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And
she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” And she came in immediately
with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not
want to break his word to her. And immediately the king sent an
executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the
girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it,
they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
All:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

-9-

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen
Sit
SERMON HYMN
You Are the Way; through You Alone
1

You are the way; through You alone
Can we the Father find;
In You, O Christ, has God revealed
His heart and will and mind.

2

You are the truth; Your Word alone
True wisdom can impart;
You only can inform the mind
And purify the heart.

3

You are the life; the empty tomb
Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm,
And those who put their trust in You
Not death nor hell shall harm.

4

You are the way, the truth, the life;
Grant us that way to know,
That truth to keep, that life to win
Whose joys eternal flow.
-10-
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Text: Public domain

SERMON

“A Matter of Identity”
Text: Ephesians 1:3-14

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:
P Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
Sit
MUSICAL OFFERING
Stand

Service of the Sacrament
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and arch-
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angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.
P

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving
tree for all who trust in Him.

P

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in
His body and blood.

P

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
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LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Sit
DISTRIBUTION
 In order to maximize the safety of our members, Communion will be
continuous flow at the transept (bottom of stairs), no public common
cup.
 Ushers will monitor the communion flow to insure proper social distancing and guide communicant members to the Pastors at the chancel
steps.
 Disposable cups will be spaced out in the tray.
 To limit the handling of the congregational hosts (wafers), all hosts
will remain in and dispensed from the ciborium.
 Celebrant with ciborium containing the wafers and assisting Pastor
with the tray of wine will commune the congregation on the main floor
at the chancel steps.
 After communing, church members will place the disposable cups on a
tray near the front pew, and these will be disposed of after worship.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
1

God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!

2

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3

Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
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And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!
4

Death, you cannot end my gladness:
I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549

Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS

-15-

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

LSB 917

1

Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.

2

Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.

3

Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.

4

Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.

Text: Public domain

Sit
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who ar e ill, homebound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Megumi Amano;
Elfriede Bonfert; Art & Dorothy Bridgeman; Charlene BruggemannWong; Lois Carlson; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sisterin-law; Robin Curtis Hill; Lorraine Holmes; Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew,
Eva Wong’s sister; Susie Marzolf; Mary Pon, cousin of May Wong; Lee
Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth
Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong; Terry Wong, May Wong’s
father
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jul 11, 2021

ON-LINE BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 11:00AM
Pastor Binz is leading an on-line Bible Study on Wednesday mornings,
starting at 11:00AM. If you would be interested in joining the class,
please contact Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@ wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the link for joining the class.
ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:
 Portals of Prayer for July—September
 July PortaLight
 Current issue of the Lutheran W itness
 Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print
Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ar e available. If you know of someone who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—
the order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are
printed in these bulletins.
ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES ar e now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices
for the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service
PLEASE return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.
Amos 7:8 – “And the LORD said to me, ‘Amos, what do you
see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb line.’Then the Lord said, ‘Behold, I am
setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never
again pass by them.’ ” In the book of Amos the Lord condemns the
people for their lack of kindness, charity, and generosity toward the
weak and lowly. God takes great offense at this because his activity toward us is built on kindness, charity, and generosity. He wants us to respond in kind.
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Haverleen
Howlett whom the Lord has called to His side this past week.
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CALENDAR
THIS WEEK:
SUNDAY (7/11)
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:00AM Church Council Meeting
NEXT WEEK:
SUNDAY (7/18)
10:00 AM Worship-Lord’s Supper

Our Stewardship of Worship
Last Week
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person ................... 67
On-Line ................... 69
Total ................. 136
Communed Sunday ................. 59
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Worship Service
Sunday, 10:00AM
Sunday School,
Adult Bible Class
Sunday School & Sunday
Adult Bible Classes are temporarily suspended. They will
resume at a future date.
CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
www.
westportallutheran.org
SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330
Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com
Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr,
Associate Pastor

7/11/21
10:00AM

Mrs. Melissa Murphy,
Principal
Ms. Sherise Lee,
Assistant Principal
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