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Inside this issue: 

From Pastor Binz 

The Harvest is Plentiful ………. 

Jesus was going from town to town 

and village to village preaching the 

good news of the kingdom of God. 

And then we have this great harvest 

and mission quote, “the harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few.” 

Coming out of this pandemic it has 

been hard for certain companies to 

find workers. I see advertisements 

all the time for certain corporations 

and businesses looking for workers. 

While in a restaurant one day hav-

ing lunch I noticed the waiter who 

waited on us was the only wait staff 

in this entire restaurant. He not only 

took our order but cleaned up the 

table next to us after the customers 

left. He told us that the company 

has really tried but has not been 

able to find workers. 

Jesus was pointing to the life of disci-

pleship. Regardless of our vocation 

we all have callings as Christians to 

work in God’s kingdom. Maybe not 

as pastors or teachers but as the 

priesthood of all believers working in 

the kingdom of God helping bring 

the gospel to the lost. Sharing the 

love of Christ into a hurting and  

dying world. It may be a simple 

phone call to someone who has  

drifted from the faith. It may be a 

family member who is struggling to 

understand why the gospel message 

is so important. It may be a neighbor 

who wants to know more about 

God’s Word but doesn’t know where 

to start. 

 

Then he said to his disciples, 

“The harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few. Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 

send out workers into his har-

vest field” Mt. 9:37. 



 

 

PAGE 2 PORTAL PAGE 2 PORTALIGHT 

God’s people  
pray... 

 

Worship Schedule 
10:00 AM Sundays   

5:00 PM Saturday Service will resume on Oct. 16th 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study will resume on Oct. 17th 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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The workers are few but don’t underestimate the 

work of the Holy Spirit and God’s power to bring 

his message to the people he wants to reach.  

The message of salvation has eternal consequences. 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the prop-

er time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers” Gal. 6:9-10. 

 

In the words of the great hymn writer, Daniel 

March “Hark, the voice of Jesus crying-           

 “Let none hear you idly saying, ‘there is  

nothing I can do,’ While the multitudes are dying 

and the Master calls for you. Take the task He 

gives you gladly, let His work your pleasure be; 

answer quickly when He calleth, ‘here I am send 

me, send me!”  

 

When the final harvest arrives on the last day when 

Jesus returns in all his glory and the angels of the 

Son of Man will harvest and separate believers 

from unbelievers we will be able to rejoice. Rejoice 

that the kingdom of God has been given to us by 

the grace of God and what an honor and joy to be 

included with those Saints living into eternity in 

glory. 

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Binz 

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from  

recent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert; Dorothy 

Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois 

Carlson; William Chen; Angie Cheung,  

Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia  

Ferry’s cousin; Frank Ferry, Marlene Hewison, 

Bill Luebkeman’s sister. Lorraine Holmes; Martha 

Hoelter; Ted Jones; Anna Kertel, Stacey Binz’s 

sister; Jan Lundquist; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s 

sister; Susie Marzolf; Hiroaki Murata; Mary Pon, 

cousin of May Wong; Lee Rampage; Sigrid 

Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele  

Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; 

Marilyn Wong; Terry Wong, May Wong’s father. 

 

REMEMBER THE DATES! 

 

5:00PM SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP 

SERVICE will resume on Oct. 16th. 

  

9:00AM SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY   

will resume on Oct. 17th in the Fellowship Hall. 
 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the School 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear West Portal Lutheran Family of Faith:  

 

Has it only been 5 weeks since we’ve returned to 

school? We have done so much and have plans to do 

more! A few things that are happening on Sunset 

and Sloat campuses:  

 

High School Support. As our 8th grade students 

prepare to apply for high schools around the city we 

are trying our best to support them. Our new Assis-

tant Principal (and WPLS alumna), Ms. Lee, ran a 

writing workshop last Thursday designed to help 

our graduating classes plan and prepare for high 

school interviews and applications. We have been 

planning to host some high school admissions 

presentations over the next few weeks so students 

can learn about the admission process at different 

schools (like  St. Ignatius, Sacred  Heart and  

Archbishop Riordan) in addition to the SFUSD public 

and charter schools.  

 

Open Houses for prospective parents will take 

place, in person, early in October for the Sunset and 

Sloat Campus and we will also be hosting a virtual 

open house on Thursday, October 14. We are already 

looking ahead to the next year and excited about our 

plans for a fuller and more robust West Portal  

Lutheran School population.  

 

We have elected our first Student Council in two 

years and it is really exciting! Last Thursday morn-

ing our candidates for Grade 7 and 8 positions met 

in the Church Sanctuary and gave some amazing 

and inspirational speeches and then on Monday, 

September 27th, Grade 6, 7 and 8 students voted for 

Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President and President. 
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Student Council this year will be organized by 

Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Dwight. Student Council 

will meet twice a month. Our first big planning 

event will be our Halloween “Trunk or Treat” 

scheduled for Sunday, October 31st in our Sloat-

side parking lot. Join us for ‘trick or treating,  

costumes and a chance to come together as a 

school community.  

 

Quarterly Chapel Offerings. Each week we have 

Chapel (Wednesday sat Sloat and Thursdays at 

Sunset) and students often bring Chapel offerings 

that we donate to charity or missions. We have  

decided that for our first quarter we will donate to 

Open Doors to help Christians in Afghanistan 

who are fleeing to safety or who are threatened for 

their faith in Jesus. There are about 37,000 Afghan 

evacuees headed to the US as we want to do our 

part to help, in any way we can.  

 

May God continue to bless West Portal Lutheran 

School, its faculty and staff, and its students and 

families.  

 

In His service, 

Melissa Murphy  

Principal 
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West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the School 

First Chapel service at the Sanctuary on Sept. 8, 2021 

Laila Wang—giving her campaign speech for  
Student Council—V.P. 

Student Council Candidates: 2 for Presidents and  
2 for Vice Presidents. 

Grade 3 “First Day of Fall” apple activity 



 

 

70th Anniversary of WPL School 

In this edition we are featuring our Sloat  

Campus custodian, George Cardiel, who has 

been working here for 2 years. He also works 

part-time at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. He 

feels very loved and appreciated for his work 

and service at both churches. As a child he grew 

up in San Francisco and attended public schools 

from Kindergarten to 12th grade. He defined 

himself as a student who liked to learn but not 

necessarily thrilled doing a lot of homework. 

During his school year, he always enjoyed  

boxing, track and field and playing basketball. 

His playing was limited to intramural  and club 

teams. As a child he was very close to his grand-

father who was a very admired jeweler in San 

Francisco. 

 

George came from a wide variety of ethnic 

group: Mexican, Yugoslavian, Swedish and 

Puerto Rican. George was an altar boy (acolyte)  

in St. Paul of the Shipwreck Catholic Church. His 

grandfather wanted him to become a priest. He 

eventually joined the military and was stationed 

in South Korea.  That was an adventure because 

he got to meet other people from all over the 

world and got to see how other people lived  

outside the U.S. He joined the Boys Club which 

led him to get into weight lifting and eventually 

participated in state events.  

During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and look forward to the 

75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their 

memories of WPL School. This month we feature comments from George Cardiel. 
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Sunday, 10/3 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper  

Wednesday, 10/6 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 
  

Sunday, 10/10 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Wednesday, 10/13 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 
 

Saturday, 10/16   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/17   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/17 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/17 11:00 AM Voter’s Assembly 

Wednesday, 10/20 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 
 

Saturday, 10/23   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/24   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/24 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Wednesday, 10/27 11:00  AM Midweek Bible Class 
 

Saturday, 10/30   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/31   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/31 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/31 11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting - Library 

Sunday, 10/31 12:00 PM Trunk & Treat—Sloat Parking Lot 

OCTOBER CALENDAR           

All Church Members are invited to 

come to any Voters' Assembly meet-

ing. You can become a voting mem-

ber when you attend two meetings 

within one year; your membership 

will continue if you attend at least 

one meeting during the following 

two years.  
 

The next regular Voters' Assembly 

meeting will be on Sunday,  

October 17, after the 10:00AM  

Service. Voters’ Information Packets 

will be available the weekend of  

October 10th. We encourage you to 

attend this meeting.  

Voters’ Assembly  
Sunday, October 17 

West Portal Lutheran Church Parking Lot, 

Gym, & Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, October 31st, 12 PM—4:00 PM  

This is a family event. There will be games and 

crafts in the Gym. The parking lot will be closed to 

provide an opportunity for trick or treating at the 

trunks of various cars in the lot. Sound like fun? 

Here’s how you can help: 

 We need candies to give out as prizes during the 

games and to supplement the trick or treat candy 

in the trunks. Bags of wrapped candy may be left 

in the church office.  

 We need volunteers who are willing to park their 

cars in the parking lot, open up their car trunks, 

and distribute candy to the trick or treaters.  

 Help is also needed to set-up, run games,  

 supervise the craft tables. 
 

 Want to help or have questions? Contact  

     Melissa Murphy at (415) 665-6330 or email  

     melissa.murphy@wplsf.com. 

Come participate in this year’s Walk for Life on Saturday, October 23rd!  This event is an opportunity to  

directly minister to a family that has faced an unplanned pregnancy.  We’ll start at John McLaren Park, then 

split into small teams and cover the community with Christ’s love as we deliver gifts to the moms and  

children that have been served by Alpha Pregnancy Center.  Then, all walking teams meet back at the park 

for a BBQ celebration afterward!  For additional information or to register, visit www.alphapc.org or  

call 415-584-6800.  

http://www.alphapc.org/


 

 

"Pray for one another" (James 5:16) 
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the birthdays and anniversaries list each month to hold 

up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may wish to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your Bible, 

in your Portals of Prayer, or in some convenient place. What strength we receive from Almighty God 

when we sincerely pray for one another! And in these “interesting times,” a call to a member wishing 

him/her birthday or anniversary greetings would certainly be appreciated. It’s particularly important 

that we keep in contact with each other these days. 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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 1 Steven Toloski 

  1 Ted Jones 

 1 Glenn Klepic 

 1 Nami Murata 

  2 Brandon Wong 

 2 Kathleen Chon 

 3 Ryan Aymard 

 3 Rebecca Kang 

 3 Barron Ungson 

 6 Kristie Tom 

 7 Art Jann 

 7 Sarah Stofferahn 

  8 Diane Toloski 

  8 Keith Tom 

  8 Elizabeth Klein 

  8 Clifford Wong 

  9 Michael Mason 

 9 Bella Nulph 

 9 Eric Pang 

 10 James Lee 

 10 Quinn Patrick 

 11 Lai Ching Choy 

 11 Caprice Hong 

 12 Sherisse Hutchinson 

 13 Chloe Cheng 

 14 Justin Lew 

 15 Virginia Rumbaugh 

 16 Terry Kitagawa 

 16 Ann Greinke 

 17 Gary Lee 

 17 Kyle Chao 

 17 Mable Mai 

 17 May Wong 

 18 Stanley Tom 

 18 Virginia Ferry 

 19 Deanna Biermann  

 21 Denver Wade 

 21 Kimberly Wong 

 24 Alexander Yeh 

 26 Tom Wedergren 

 27 Grace Tsai 

 28 Andrea Ohmura 

 28 Kimberly Wendt 

 29 Lauren Jann 

 30 Celine Yon 

 30 Currie Li 

 31 King Wai Parnian 

 31 Amy Hartman 

 31 Kurt Schober 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Javier & Brittney Rosas 

 2 Edward & Betty Wong 

 10 Gordon Shiozaki & Dona 

Fuchiwaki 

 12 Waily & Cynthia Tom 

 15 Walter & Sophie Louie  

 16 Anton & Sylvia Mrabe 

 19 Michael & Melinda 

Miyagishima 

 19 Michael & Maggie Aymard 

 22 Paul & Eugenia Kolsanoff 

 22 Kevin Chan & Helen Hsu 

 25 Ken Li & Mable Mai 

 28 Ricky Liu & Jennie Fong 


