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From Pastor Binz
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“No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts
it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light.” Luke 8:16.
sins. This truth is not meant to be
hidden but rather shared with the
world so it knows the saving power
behind the message of Epiphany.
“Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of men.” John 1:3-4.
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During the season of Epiphany we
are reminded that the light of Christ
has come and we are the ones
receiving this salvation and grace.
God will not let the truth of the
gospel be hidden any longer. The
Savior of the Nations has come into
the world and now what had been
hidden is now revealed in the flesh.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us.” John 1:14.
The disciples will be going from
village to village and from town to
town proclaiming the good news
that a Savior has been born. Not only
born, but suffered, died, rose and
ascended to save the world from our

At a baptism a candle is given to a
family member or the one who was
baptized and these words are spoken,
“Receive this burning light to show
that you have received Christ who is
the Light of the world. Live always in
the light of Christ….” Living in the
light of Christ we are empowered to
see the will of God and serve faithfully
as the word directs our feet and
illumines our path (Ps. 119).
The dawn of a new day will bring hope
and promise. As the sun rises and
warms the chill from the night air, the
sight of a new day will give us hope.
As this pandemic is hopefully winding
down we can look with hope and
anticipation that a new day is dawning.
Regardless of what is happening in the
world, and what is happening in our
(Continued on page 2)

P O R T A LI G HT
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personal world the light and love of Christ is
there to shed light on our lives. Even if we feel
like the pandemic or other painful events in our
lives are not improving, the love of God is
constant and the light of His grace will pierce
through whatever suffering that may be
dimming your joy and peace.
During a cold winter evening a college friend
and I were driving up to Lake Tahoe for a
weekend of skiing. When we got to the cabin
very late in the evening, the driveway was
blocked with snow; we couldn’t get in. We spent
several hours in the dark shoveling snow so the
car could get into the garage. When we were
finished, we were cold and tired, but the sun just
started to rise in the east. It was the most
beautiful sight with the sun’s rays reflecting off
the bright fresh snow and the Sierra Mountains
in the background; truly, it was a memorable
moment.
Christ our Savior has come into the world to
shed light on whatever darkness we may be
facing. The eternal rays of hope and peace will
lift us up even in the darkest of days when we
may be cold and tired. May the love of God in
Christ Jesus shine brightly in your life as we
pray, praise, and give thanks to God for the true
light of life - Christ Jesus.
Grace and Peace, Pastor Binz
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From the Accounting Office
Important Notice
To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, do not file your 2021 income tax return until
you have received a written acknowledgment of your
contributions from the church. You may lose a deduction for some contributions if you file your tax
return before receiving a written acknowledgment of
your contributions from the church. Annual contribution statements will be sent to you by the end of
January. If you have not received your statement by
early February, or if you need to receive it earlier,
please contact the church accountant, Howard Scully.

2021 Offering Envelopes
Please pick up your 2022 offering envelopes. If you
have a mailbox in the mailroom (church council, directors, elders, etc.), your envelopes have been
placed in your box. The remainder of the envelopes
are arranged in alphabetical order on the conference
table in the Church Library.
Please start using your 2022 envelopes on January
1st, and toss out your old 2021 envelope cartons and
any unused envelopes. Your 2022 envelopes are a
different color and most likely they have a new
number. If you did not receive a carton, please
contact Howard Scully, 415-661-0242 x-225 or email:
howard.scully@wplsf.com.

PortaL ght is the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School
200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132
(415) 661-0242
www.westportallutheran.org
Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor/Superintendent
May Luu, Administrative Assistant
Angie Holt, Church Secretary, PortaLight Editor
Melissa Murphy, Principal
Sherise Lee , Assistant Principal

Worship Schedule
9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended.

West Portal Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr

He Comes….
Farewell old 2021 and joyful greetings the New
Year 2022!
Most likely, gone until next year is the exchange of
the greeting Merry Christmas! to everyone you
meet. Until at least November there’s no more
Christmas trees, festive lights, colorful Christmas
sweaters, the exchanging of Christmas cards, and
holiday gatherings. But perhaps, just perhaps,
there may linger at least one chorus of Silent Night
on your lips or hopefully in your hearts to sustain
you until next December 25th.
Yes, Christmas is over and now comes the New
Year, so other than the newest variant of Covid
what happens now? What have we learned? Is our
life any different from 2021? What have we
learned to make the New Year ….. well…. Truly
new? The answer is yes. “And the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11
From childhood these verses
from Luke’s Gospel are familiar to all but they are
also as new and life changing as they were the first
time they were heard. Christmas and all of the traditions and celebrations surrounding the holy day
are meant to remind us that Christmas isn’t just
about commemorating the birth of a baby over
2000 years ago. Christmas is a beacon pointing us
to the Christ who is reborn in each of us in our
baptism, every time we come to His Holy Meal
and every day of our life. As with all things new,
the coming year is an unknown but as God’s

Word reminds us “Fear not” because you have
received “tidings of great joy….born for you is a
Saviour which is Christ the Lord”.
The Charles Dicken’s Christmas story, “A Christmas Carol” Ebenezer Scrooge learns Christmas is
to be kept in our hearts, and in our actions not just
on Christmas Day but every day. But keeping
Christmas is not just about festive lights and carols,
keeping Christmas every day is really about
people, everyday people.
With the new year the challenges and the needs
will always be with us but in those challenges and
needs is most often when we encounter the Christ.
I think the Lutheran Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer
said it best, “He comes in the form of the beggar, of the
dissolute human child in ragged clothes, asking for help.
He confronts you in every person that you meet. As long
as there are people, Christ will walk the earth as your
neighbor…”
As we continue our faith journey together let’s not
get too caught up in the small distractions of the
new year but always remember the Good News of
the Christmas Angel. Fear not, let love and
compassion, hope and most of all joy fill our lives
remembering “that as long as there are people, Christ
will walk the earth as our neighbor” and we are sent to
share “tidings of great joy.”
Merry Christmas and a Most Blessed New Year!
Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor
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News from the Church Council
A Word From the Church Council
Hopefully you all had a blessed Christmas, and we
all pray for a healthy and Happy New Year. This
year has been a bit more normal, as we have
returned to in-person Church and Sunday morning
bible class. Our school has students in the class
room.
Our Church Christmas decorations were put up, and
a new nativity scene was purchased and placed in
front of the Church where it can be appreciated by
all who pass our property.
The Church Council has been meeting once a
month in the Church Library.
Lastly, we thank God for the many blessings He has
given to each of us and to this congregation. We are
especially grateful for:






the ministry and service of Pastor Binz and
Pastor Kerr;
the Church office staff and their commitment to
serving the Lord;
the Officers, Directors, Altar Guild and volunteers who use the gifts God has given them to
serve; and
the school faculty and staff who have gone
through many challenges and endured with distance teaching.

May all of you find peace and joy during 2022.

How we Lutherans decorate a Christmas Tree!

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for
those who are ill, homebound, or recovering
from recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert; Dorothy Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson; William Chen;
Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law;
Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Frank
Gelini; Marlene Hewison, Bill Luebkeman’s
sister; Lorraine Holmes; Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; Jan Lundquist;
Susie Marzolf; Hiroaki Murata; Lee
Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art Spleiss, Nettie
Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth
Stresow; Ray Toloski; Lisa Westermann;
Marilyn Wong.
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West Portal Lutheran School:

News from the Principal’s Desk
Dear West Portal Lutheran Family of Faith:
I hope you’ve had a wonderful December and Advent season so far. Here are some things that have
been taking place at WPLS across both campuses
this month.
Recent in-service for teachers. On 11/22 and
11/23 teachers participated in two days of ‘inhouse’ professional development. It was a
wonderful opportunity for teachers to come
together and take a look at our school Vision
& Mission and our Student Learning Outcomes & Grade Level Standards.

Grade 8 Handbells. On December 16th our Grade
8 Handbell Choir presented a short Christmas concert during Sunset Campus chapel. It was another
example of our hope to see things return to a more
‘normal’ pace, as well as a celebration of the advent
season.
COVID Testing: We are always committed to
health and safety and our last round (our eighth!)
of voluntary student COVID testing yielded all
negative results. We thank God that we have had
no positive cases of COVID amongst our teachers
or students.

Operation Christmas Child was a success
again this year and students across both campuses worked with their parents and teachers
to pack shoe boxes full of items for children in
need around the world. The boxes have been
dropped off and sent on their journey around
the world!
Student Council Updates. Our wonderful Student Council took a short break after a successful
Trunk or Treat and then got busy again organizing their first ever “Student Marketplace”. For
this event, WPLS students created or crafted their
products, advertised them on our PTL “Silent
Auction” website and then sold items to families
and friends. It was a great activity for everyone
involved.

We wish you a joyous Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
In His service,
Melissa Murphy, Principal
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WPL School 70th Annivesary
During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of West Portal Lutheran School and look forward to the
75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their
memories of WPL School. This month we feature an article from: Vicki and Tiffany Proehl
Sloat Bungalow – From Classroom to Library
By Vicki and Tiffany Proehl
West Portal Lutheran School started in 1951, with
the Sloat campus. In the 1980’s, with the Sloat campus housing 4th through 8th grade, there was a
growing need for additional space, specifically to
bring in computers into the curriculum. This
brought about the Bungalow, which was built
during the summer of 1986. Sitting in the upper
yard, overlooking the lower playground, the
Bungalow served as a Math classroom for Junior
High starting in Fall of 1986. Throughout the years,
the Bungalow has housed not only Math classes,
but Social Studies, Spanish, and many other classes
as the need arose.
During the Summer of 2020, the decision was made
to move the school library to the Bungalow. Once
found on the upper floor of Janssen Hall, the library
is now easily accessible to all students to visit during recesses and lunches. Victoria Proehl, West
Portal Lutheran School alumni and member of
West Portal Lutheran Church, volunteers as the
librarian during the week so students can come
enjoy the new library, check out books, find a quiet
place to be, read during their breaks, or learn
something new.
Starting in October 2021 to now, the bungalow has
been transformed to an inviting oasis for students to
come visit. All books have been unpacked, logged
and filed by categories on the shelves; new books
dawn the display shelves, enticing students to try
something new; posters decorate the walls to
encourage the imagination; holiday decorations &
books are put on display for students to enjoy; and
comfortable chairs are placed throughout the

library, waiting for students to curl up with one of
the many books found throughout the library. With
the move to the Bungalow, the library has become a
favorite spot of many students, allowing them to
enter different worlds, ranging from mystery to
fantasy, magic and sci-fi to historical accounts,
learning about animals to learning a new skill. Not
only a place to get lost in a good book, but students
find engaging activities in the library, as well as the
space and opportunity to be with their friends.
The next steps in the coming months is to digitalize
the library, allowing for a database of all books to
be created and for additional volunteers to be
trained to allow more accessibility for students and
teachers. As more students discover the wonder
that can be found within the Sloat Library, more
books aligning with students’ interest will be
purchased, enticing more students to visit the library and discover their love of reading. Together,
we are working to continue to develop our students
love of reading and respect for books.
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Stages of building the bungalow summer, 1986 copied from the 1985-1986 year book
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Completed Sloat bungalow September 1986

Sloat bungalow today-December 2021
Transformed from a Classroom to Library

Inside of the Sloat Library today
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Received into God’s kingdom of grace through the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism on Sunday, December 19th, Santino Michael B.,
pictured with his mom, Regina Bersaglieri and Pastor Binz and
the group picture with the sponsors. May the Lord keep Santino
Michael B. in his baptismal grace.

Sunday, 1/2
Sunday, 1/2
Wednesday, 1/5
Saturday, 1/8

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:00 PM

Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
Midweek Bible Class
Worship Service-Lord’s Supper

Sunday, 1/9
Sunday, 1/9
Sunday, 1/9
Wednesday, 1/12
Saturday, 1/15

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:15 AM
11:00 AM
5:00 PM

Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
Elder’s Meeting
Midweek Bible Class
Worship Service-Lord’s Supper

Sunday, 1/16
Sunday, 1/16
Wednesday, 1/19
Saturday, 1/22
Saturday, 1/22

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class
10:30 AM Walk for Life-Fellowship Hall
5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper

Sunday, 1/23
Sunday, 1/23
Wednesday, 1/26
Saturday, 1/29

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
5:00 PM

Sunday, 1/30
Sunday, 1/30
Sunday, 1/30

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting-Library

Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
Worship Service-Lord’s Supper
Midweek Bible Class
Worship Service-Lord’s Supper

Altar Flowers
Flower Charts for the year 2022
are now posted in the Narthex.
This is a very special way to help
decorate the Altar, and to
commemorate events or to
remember loved ones. Flowers
may be taken home or are
delivered to our sick and shut-in
members. Please call May Luu or
Angie Holt in the church office,
415-661-0242, if you have any
questions. The cost of a floral
arrangement is $45.00. We
encourage you to sign up for the
new Flower Chart.
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Christmas Poinsettias
The Chancel Flowers (white poinsettia) for Christmas were given to the glory of God by Carolyn and
Jack Landgrebe and Margaret Finley in loving memory of Carolyn and Margaret’s parents,
Robert and Frieda Thomson, and in loving memory of Jim Finley, beloved husband, father, and
grandfather. "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want." Psalm 23:1
Thank you for your donations of the Christmas Poinsettias that adorn our Church this Christmas
Eve. They are given to the glory of God for His greatest gift of love, Jesus Christ,
by the following:
Gerda Beisel
In loving memory of Julius Beisel
Pastor & Stacey Binz
In loving memory of Stacey’s sister Michele Cottle
Robert & Helen Bok
In memory of Rev. Wilbert Bok, Martha Bok, Douglas Tom & Matthew Tom
Bill & Nita Luebkeman
In honor of Bill’s sister, Marlene Hewison
Vivian Char
In loving memory of Ben Char and Martha Hoelter
Evelyn Fong
In loving memory of David Yee
Rudy & Gail Frey
In memory of our parents
Beverly Gerard
In memory of Bud & Mary Ellen Ginther, Bill & Cecile Vance, and Blaine and Lottie Ginther
Ernestine Gutter
In honor of Ruth Stresow
Darlene Hartman
In honor of the Bill and Janice Mason
Rich & Terry Hesselroth
In memory of Gene & Martha Mize and Marcia Hesselroth
Ray & Kathy Holstead
In loving memory of our parents, Kristin Hyde-DeKelver, John Hyde, Emily Benson, Marie
Louise Benson, Emily Keeley, and Ken Diercks
May Luu
In loving memory of her mother, Muoi Tu Quang
Karl and Xiang Mack
To celebrate the beauty of Christmas
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Christmas Poinsettias
Dr. & Mrs. William Mason
In memory of Martha Hoelter
The Presley-Nelsons
In honor of our sons and daughter-in-law: James, Gary Clarke and Chrissy
Vicki, Karen and Tiffany Proehl
In memory of Ed Proehl, Steven Kittilsby, Glenn & Marge Kittilsby
Vicki Proehl
In thanks for the Church Council and Accountant Howard Scully for their devotion to the
Church and School
Rhonda Short
In memory of parents Richard and Amelia Short and Martha Hoelter
Carol Slettvedt
In memory of my mom, dad and gammy.
Carol Spencer
Happy birthday Jesus!
Rev. Dr. David, Janet Stechholz, Andrew Stechholz, Mary Bliss, and Sarah Phillips
In honor of: Jan Lundquist, in thankfulness to God for her 27 years as Church Secretary
David & Lai Stranahan
In memory of Ann Stranahan, Ed & Mary Sales, Neil & Elsi Fannin, and Darlene Lau
Donald Woo
In honor of Pastor Binz and Pastor Kerr
Marilyn Wong
In honor of the Church Staff, Altar Guild, Pastor Binz and Pastor Kerr for their hard work
Tracy, May and Amy Wong
In honor of their mother Judy Wong

Many thanks to Virginia Ferry and her grandchildren for picking up the poinsettia plants
and decorating our altar and chancel area with
the plants and special thanks to Altar Guild
Group for coordinating the poinsettia flower
donations.
Pictured left to right: Darlene Hartman, Carol
Slettvedt, Virginia Ferry, Alex Wavro, Billy
Biermann, and Deanna Biermann.
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1
1
2
2
4
6
6
6
7
8
9
9
9
10
11
11

Linda Silveria
Elaine Uy
Avery Nulph
Jordan Crisologo
Alexander Hsiao
Edward Wong
Stefanie Nixdorf
Henny Laksana
Kinnan Wong
Roland Jung
Hiroaki Murata
Quentin Lo
Jacob Ngai
Chris Chao
Beverly Relph
Sylvia Mrabe

11
11
12
12
12
13
13
13
15
16
16
17
18
18
19
20
20
20
21
21
24

Khalil Mrabe
Kristen Fung
Stephan Kolsanoff
Luca Stofferahn
Jacqueline Kwok
Kevin Szeto
Nicholas O’Beirne
Cameron Park
Rachel Hung
Sharon Tabar
Courtney Park
Nathaniel Fong
Michele Boyer
Sheila Tabar
Lauren Wong
Michi Boyer
Sean Patrick
Trinity Batiste
Aaron Fung
Danielle Hirano
David Lew
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25
25
27
27
29
29
30
31
31
31

22
25
29
31

Sara Bridygham
Alice Yue
May Luu
Chadwick Sheh
Gordon Yee
Otto Fung
Pichaya Khamvatee
Donald Woo
Laurie Gonsalves
Archie Wong

Morteza & Sharon Tabar
Hiroaki Murata &
Megumi Amano
Rich & Terry Hesselroth
Rev. Curtis & Stacey Binz

"Pray for one another" (James 5:16)
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the birthdays and anniversaries list each month to
hold up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may wish to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your
Bible, in your Portals of Prayer, or in some convenient place. What strength we receive from Almighty
God when we sincerely pray for one another! And in these “interesting times,” a call to a member
wishing him/her birthday or anniversary greetings would probably be appreciated. It’s particularly
important that we keep in contact with each other when we’re unable to meet in person.

