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From Pastor Binz 

Living close to the ocean we have 

seen what happens when homes 

are built close to the beach on 

sand and when the storms hit, the 

foundation gives way. These 

words from Jesus are at the end of 

a long discourse to the crowds 

about the sanctified life. Topics 

such as: Love for our enemies, 

judging others, a tree and its fruit, 

and here the wise and foolish 

builders. Jesus the Son of God 

who is the fulfillment of the 

promise spoke by the prophets 

now is manifested in the flesh. 

And those who believe and trust 

in Him will have a solid faith 

through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

“When a flood came, the torrent struck 

that house but could not shake it, 

because it was well built” Luke 6:49.  

 

The metaphor of a house built on a 

rock is an example of our faith. If 

we hear God’s word but do not put 

it into practice we are on “shaky 

ground.” When God’s word takes 

hold within our hearts and minds 

that is like the builder of the house 

who builds his house on the rock 

with a solid foundation. By the 

grace of God this foundation is ours 

it is the work of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

There is a large building in 

downtown San Francisco that is 

shifting and sinking. Many 

architects have said that the builder  

did not go deep enough to the base 

rock to prevent what is currently 

happening. If our foundation is on 

anything but Christ our faith will 

eventually give way. But when 

(Continued on page 2) 

Built Upon This Rock  

“I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts 

them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and 

laid the foundation on rock” Luke 6:47-48. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study   
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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Christ is at the center of our lives we are on 

solid ground. And the hope and promises of 

God in Christ Jesus our rock and redeemer 

will uphold us no matter what storms we 

face. 

 Christ Jesus is the solid foundation, the rock 

which we place all hope and confidence in. 

Jesus will uphold us when the storms of this 

life that seem to batter away at us from time 

to time. Only God through Jesus Christ will 

give us the true peace and hope when things 

in this life may seem like they are slipping 

away. Jesus, our Rock, keeps our faith solid 

and even in death we know that because of 

Him we have life everlasting. And we have 

God’s Word that Jesus will return to judge 

the living and the dead and raise us in a 

bodily resurrection. “I believe in the 

resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 

Amen.” Apostles’ Creed. 

Having a firm foundation in Christ will keep 

us in the true saving faith. Thanks be to God 

for the building of our faith on Christ the 

solid rock on which we stand. 

 

“When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, 

may I then in Him be found, Clothed in His 

righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His  

(Continued from page 1) throne! On Christ the solid rock I stand; All other 

ground is sinking sand.” (LSB 575) My Hope is 

Built on Nothing Less. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Binz 

West Coast Walk For Life on January 22, 2022  
 

Participants gathered at West Portal Lutheran Church 

and then traveled to Civic Center for a Rally and 

Walk.  
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

New Songs of Celebration  
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

As we find our way through the twists and 

turns of not just the New Year 2022, but a year 

in many still defined by the latest Covid vari-

ant, you have to wonder what the future holds 

for us? I recently saw this quote, "No one can 

go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can 

start today and make a new ending" (Unknown).   

The point… we can’t start over; but with each 

new day we begin again right where we are, 

making things better in our lives. For a time we 

may find some success but no matter how hard 

we try, on our own we find ourselves  

stumbling and uncertain of the future. 

 

Through the gift of faith, the coming of Christ  

into the world brings the light of hope as we 

experience each day God’s mercy, grace,  

compassion and salvation. As a disciple of 

Christ Jesus, it is not about saying I will do this 

and I won't do that and then dropping the idea 

or falling short. It is about our baptismal  

identity in Christ and more about seeking to 

serve God in everything we do. Our old sinful  

self - the fears, loneness and doubt are put to 

death on the cross and we are raised with 

Christ to eternal life to live in hope and joy. We 

no longer need to worry about tomorrow but 

live each day fully as a child of God. 

 

The New Year of 2022 is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to leave the past behind, our sins, our 

failures and start a new beginning centered in 

God’s redeeming grace.  

The well-known composer and musicologist 

Rev. Dr. Erik Routley (1917-1982) authored a 

beautiful hymn text entitled New Songs o f 

Celebration which is found in the Lutheran Ser-

vice Book (LSB) 792.  Rev. Roultey’s words of 

praise and thanksgiving drive home the new 

reality of living in Christ and His never  

failing love for us. Through Christ new can 

make a new beginning  and new and eternal 

ending we will all share in faith in the final  

consummation of Christ’s return. 

 

New songs of celebration render to Him who has 

great wonders done; 

Love sits enthroned in ageless splendor; Come and 

adore the mighty One. 

He has made known His great salvation which all 

His friends with joy confess.  

He has revealed to every nation His everlasting 

righteousness. 

 

In faith, as brothers and sisters in Christ I  

invite you to join me in making this year of 

2022 filled with New Songs o f Celebration. 

 

Pastor Wayne 

 
+Trusting in Jesus + Reaching Out + Serving Others + 

 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the Principal’s Desk 

 

Dear West Portal Family of Faith: 

 

A year ago I would never have imagined  

being back at West Portal Lutheran. And 

yet as the Lord would have it, He opened 

the door for an unexpected but happy re-

union when I joined the faculty at the be-

ginning of this school year. 

 

I now find myself at the beginning of this 

year as the interim principal. It is a posi-

tion in which I find myself daily asking for 

the Lord’s help and wisdom. There is 

much to do both in the present challenges 

of educating in a pandemic while setting 

strategic vision to move us forward. In the 

next year we will also begin a reaccredita-

tion process with WASC and NLSA. Our 

school bears a long tradition of bringing 

the gospel to light through excellence in 

education and a mission to see our  

students realize their worth and value in 

Christ. It is a mission that I invite us to  

continue to pray that we may fulfill in the 

future years of our school. 

 

In the transition of leadership, the church  

council has generously granted me the  

opportunity to be a part of an invitation-

only cohort of other Lutheran principals 

across the nations to join a year long  

training and development program to 

increase my leadership skills and help to 

set a strategic plan to move our school for-

ward into the future. In short, it's like 

"principal school" where I will be attending  
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classes and working on a capstone project.  

In addition, I have the opportunity to be person-

ally coached by a mentor to support the  

application of course content, personal growth, 

and strategic planning. 

 

I deeply covet your prayers for all of our school  

as we look in faith to what God will do in this 

new year. 

 

Blessings in Christ, 

 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal  
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Quotes from the WPLS 2021 Yearbook  “1984 was a great year!  The President of United States was Ronald 

Reagan, gas was $1.21 a gallon. “Terms of Endearment” won the best picture award, the No. 1 single in the 

charts was “When Doves Cry” by Prince, and Mrs. Boyer was the newest WPLS teacher. “ 

During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and look forward to the 

75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:  Michele Boyer (37 years of service) 1984-2021 

WPL School 70th Anniversary 



 

 

Dear Members of West Portal Lutheran, 

 

Thank you for the generous donations you 

have given which have allowed me to attend 

Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri in 

the pursuit of serving the Lord. It has truly 

been a blessing to be able to further my  

education, as well as drive deeper into my 

faith. 

 

With this being my first semester at the semi-

nary, I am taking a lot of introductory classes. 

The introduction courses explore the four main 

fields of thought here: systematics, exegesis, 

practical and historical. Systematics is all about 

learning the doctrine and the implication they 

have. The main topic we are discussing in class 

right now is the Story of Everything, which is 

viewing everything through a Christian lens 

with the main point being Jesus is Lord.  

Exegesis is about reading the Bible in the  

original languages and understanding what 

they mean, how they interrelate between the 

two Testaments and even in the Testaments 

themselves. Practical does what it says. We are 

learning about struggles we will face in the 

church, as well as what duties we will have and 

how to create a healthy church body. Historical 

is all about the history of the Church starting 

with Jesus and moving up to the present day. 

We just finished learning about the early 

Church fathers and now are currently on the 

medieval Residential Field Module, RFEW for 

short, and a Cross Cultural Module, Module for 

short. My RFE is at Timothy Evangelical  

Lutheran, just a 10 minute drive from campus, 

which has me doing all parts of ministry such 

as doing the parts of a service, as well as  

participating in the elder ministry and leading  
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Justin Wood (WPL alumni) who graduated 

from Concordia University-Irvine now 

attends Concordia Seminary-St. Louis. 

Bible classes. My Module is at Interact Art 

Center, which prides itself on being a part of 

the art community and showing how  

Christians live without detracting from  

anything. 

 

St. Louis has a unique flair to it that San  

Francisco does not. I have partaken in many 

local events such as going to a Cardinal’s 

game, attending trivia night at a local  

restaurant, and exploring the different  

eateries across the larger St. Louis area. I have 

also participated in activities on campus such 

as Oktoberfest, the Theological Symposium 

held a few weeks ago, and a hymnal festival 

in which I was able to play my trumpet. 

 

In Christ, 

Justin Wood 

Thank You For Your Support 
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who 

are ill, homebound, or recovering from recent  

hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert; Dorothy  

Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong;  

Lois Carlson; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen 

Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; 

David Frese, son of late Art Frese; Frank Gelini;  

Marlene Hewison, Bill Luebkeman’s sister; Lorraine 

Holmes; Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s  

sister; Jan Lundquist; Susie Marzolf; Hiroaki  

Murata; Lee Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art Spleiss; 

Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth 

Stresow; Ray Toloski; Lisa Westermann;  

Marilyn Wong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support of  

Lutheran Hour Ministries!   

 

Because of your support and prayers… 

  

 The Lutheran Hour radio program airs on 

1,800+ North American radio stations and 

averages a weekly audience of over one  

      million listeners. 

 In India, LHM staff conducted a Jesus 

Friends kids’ program on WhatsApp in the 

Tamil and Malayalam languages for 1,340 

youth. 

 60+ countries are reached with the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

 In the Middle East and North Africa, LHM 

launched a new weekly television  

 series, New Light, in partnership with SAT-7 

 that is being broadcasted four times weekly 

 on SAT-7’s Arabic channel. 

 125 million+ people are reached with the 

Gospel globally every week. 

 In Sri Lanka, LHM staff focus on media pro-

grams such as Hope for Youth that they share 

via their website, Facebook, and YouTube to 

reach a growing audience of mainly   

      nonbelievers. 

  

Without your congregation’s partnership, none 

of this would be possible.  From everyone at 

LHM, thank you for helping us Bring Christ to 

the Nations and the Nations to the Church.  May 

the Lord continue to shine His grace on West 

Portal Lutheran Church. 

From the Accounting Office 

Important Notice  
To ensure the deductibility of your church contribu-

tions, do not file your 2021 income tax return until 

you have received a written acknowledgment of 

your contributions from the church. You may lose a 

deduction for some contributions if you file your tax 

return before receiving a written acknowledgment of 

your contributions from the church.  

Annual contribution statements will be sent to you 

by the end of February. If you have not received 

your statement by early February, or if you need to  

receive it earlier, please contact the church  

accountant, Howard Scully. 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2022 offering envelopes. If you 

have a mailbox in the mailroom (church council, di-

rectors, elders, etc.), your envelopes have been 

placed in your box. The remainder of the envelopes 

are arranged in alphabetical order on the  

conference table in the Church Library.  

Please start using your 2022 envelopes on  

January 1st, and toss out your old 2021 envelope 

cartons and any unused envelopes. Your 2022  

envelopes are a different color and most likely they 

have a new number. If you did not receive a carton, 

please contact Howard Scully, 415-661-0242. 
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 1 Christopher Fung 

 1 Ernestine Gutter 

 1 Christina Ohmura 

 3 Tiffany Proehl 

 5 Pastor Curtis Binz 

 6 Rhelda Evans-Latimore 

 6 Mason Char 

 7 Lynne Adams 

 7 Tyler Liu 

 11 Patrick Man 

 11 Sergio Robleto 

 13 David Kwok 

 14 Jennifer Fung 

 14 Leonardo Hutchinson 

 14 Madison Gotai 

 16 Megumi Amano 

 16 Alan Leung 

 19 Janine Jung 

 21 Megan Lau 

 21 Michael Uy 

 21 Emily Rostrata 

 24 Franklin Yee 

 25 Nancy Tso 

 26 Amy Lew 

 26 Chloe Tsang 

 26 Kendall Sjauwfoekloy 

 27 Malia Yu 

 27 Ayeesha Ellis 

 27 Kathleen Garrett 

 28 Cortney Shadel 

  

 

 

 

 

 1 Ken Ericson & Arlene  

  Hacopian-Ericson 

 27 Gary & Laurie Gonsalves 

 

Wednesday, 2/2 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 2/5   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 2/6   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 2/6 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Wednesday, 2/9 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 2/12   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 2/13   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 2/13 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Wednesday, 2/16 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 2/19   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 2/20   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 2/20 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Wednesday, 2/23 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 2/26   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 2/27   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 2/27 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 2/27 11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting-Parish Hall 
 


