
 

 

PAGE 1 

PortaL ght 
the monthly Newsletter of West Portal Lutheran Church and School 

Inside this issue: 

Message from Pastor Binz  

and Day Light Saving Time 

 
1-2 

Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 3 

Lenten Service Schedule 4 

News from School 5 

70th Anniversary of WPL  
6 

Faith Exploration, Easter Lily 

Donations, and People Pray 

 
7 

March Birthdays and  

Anniversaries, Calendar 

8 

West Portal  
Lutheran 

Church Website: 
 

westportallutheran.org 

From Pastor Binz 

The number forty comes up a lot 

in the Bible. It rained forty days 

and nights during the flood with 

Noah and his family. David 

reigned as King for forty years. 

Jesus is tempted in the wilderness 

and fasted for forty days. The 

chosen people of God wandered 

in the wilderness for forty years.   
      

According to Webster’s dictionary 

the definition of “back forty” is: 

“A remote and uncultivated piece of 

land of indefinite size (as on a farm).” 
 

Jesus tells this parable, “A man had a 

fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and 

he went to look for fruit on it, but did 

not find any. So he said to the man 

who took care of the vineyard, ‘For 

three years now I’ve been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and 

haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up the soil?’ Sir, the man 

replied, ‘leave it alone for one more 

year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 

it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, 

then cut it down.” Luke 13:6-8. 
 

In the parable above Jesus is not 

going to give up on his people. God 

is going to exercise the greatest 

amount of patience and he will 

even make sure that the tending of 

the fig tree will get the proper care 

and nourishment. We live in a 

world that is quick to toss away and 

give up when in God’s way of 

doing things he will do everything 

possible to redeem His people. And 

God has done this for us in Jesus 

Christ. We are forgiven of those 

“unfruitful” times in our lives when 

if someone else was doing the 

judging we would have been 

yanked out of the ground long ago. 

But praise be to God for His 

unending patience and persistence 

(Continued on page 2) 

Forty Days of Lent  

“I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts 

them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and 

laid the foundation on rock” Luke 6:47-48. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study   
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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in our lives so that our lives are fruitful and 

we are loved and forgiven by a gracious, 

merciful, loving God. 
 

It is no coincidence that Jesus is referred to as 

the “first fruits.” “Christ the first fruits; then 

when he comes, those who belong to him.” 1 Cor. 

15: 20. The first fruits festival was three days 

after the Passover. The people of God would 

bring in the first fruits of the harvest and 

during Holy Week from the Last Supper to 

Good Friday to Easter morning, Jesus the first 

fruits rises from the dead securing for us 

eternal life and fruitful living. 
 

The Christian Church bears fruit because our 

Redeemer and Savior Jesus Christ went to the 

cross to make it possible for the people of 

God to bear fruit in keeping with His Word. 

There have been times in the history of the 

Church when all that could be found is a 

remnant. And God was still able to 

accomplish His will and purpose even when 

the people of God strayed from His will.  He 

did not give up on them and He will not give 

up on us.  
 

Lent is a great time to repent and turn to the 

Lord and really understand His Mercy for us. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Our Lenten theme this year is “God’s Mercy.” 

And we will be celebrating what God has done 

for us in Christ Jesus. Lent when the days get 

longer and forty days prior to Easter, a time of 

repentance, and hope in the Gospel that gives us 

reason to rejoice and be joyful and hopeful. 
 

“No good tree bears bad fruit, no does a bad tree bear 

good fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, 

or grapes from briers.” Lk. 6:43-44. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Binz 

Daylight Saving Time Begins March 13th 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks FORWARD one 

hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 

12th. You don’t want to be late for church!! 
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

On My Heart Imprint Your Image….. (LSB 422) 
 

“…and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has 

been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth”  

Ephesians 4:24 

As we begin our Lenten journey to the celebra-

tions of Easter, we will spend time individually 

and as a family of faith in prayer and reflecting 

on the earthly trials and temptations of Jesus in 

His earthly ministry leading us to the foot of the 

cross on Good Friday. 

 

During our forty-day Lenten journey I want to 

encourage you to take advantage of the wealth 

of prayer, scripture reflection and praise  

resources found in our LSB hymnal. Lutheran 

hymnody and liturgy are specifically designed 

to lead the worshiper in holy conversation with 

the Divine. After all that is what a prayer and 

the singing of hymns is, a two-way conversa-

tion between God and us.  

 

A beautiful but short hymn is LSB 422 On My 

Heart Imprint Your Image by the Danish Lutheran 

Pastor Thomas Hansen Kingo 1634-1703. This 

hymn reflects this sacred dialog between the 

singer and God. So often people speak about 

“giving up” something for Lent and in the  

process we tend to make light in the use of this  

statement. While giving up chocolate may be 

beneficial for losing weight that is not really the 

point of “giving up” something. 

 

In Holy Baptism we die with Christ and the 

stone is rolled across the door of the tomb. But 

because of the suffering and death of Christ as 

atonement for your sins and mine, the stone has 

been rolled away and we are now living in 

the Resurrection of Christ. Now we do not 

fear death. The very image of the risen Christ 

is imprinted on our hearts and revealed in a 

new life, re-created for witness and service in 

a broken world.  Now we daily live our lives 

fully in the presence of God as His precious 

child and in the sure and certain hope of life 

eternal. 

 

As we continue in our Lenten pilgrimage, let 

us live our lives with the Image o f Christ  

imprinted on our hearts. While we will encounter 

problems, disappointments, and the evils of 

this world, we can live in the sure and certain 

hope that God Is my life , my hope ’s founda-

tion, and my glory and salvation! Living daily in 

Christ Jesus we have nothing to fear knowing 

that God is with us in all things, lovingly 

providing for us as a Father cares for His  

children. 

 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 

 

+ Love Jesus + Reach Our + Serve Others + 
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About the Theme 
 

In this worship series for Lent, “we 

take a look at our lives in view of 

Gods mercy toward us through the 

sacrifice of His Son for us on the 

cross.  Jesus helps us to see and 

experience the richness of God’s 

mercy in His life, death and 

resurrection..  We, in turn, are 

called by God, especially during 

this time of repentance and 

reflection, to be living sacrifices for 

Him, displaying our commitment 

to Him in word and deed.”  

 

Lenten Devotional Booklets that 

coordinate with the weekly Lenten 

Devotional Services are available in 

the Narthex. If you miss taking one, 

please call the church office and we 

will send one to you. 

 

Midweek Services 

You and your family are invited to 

each of the midweek Lenten Daytime 

Services. The Services are about 50 

minutes in length and start at 

10:00AM.  

The midweek devotions are titled, 

“God’s Mercy”and the themes we 

will be following are: 

 

Ash Wednesday —March 2 

“Mercy in Ashes” 

Joel 2:13 

 

Lenten Midweek 2—March 9 

“Mercy in Temptation” 

1 Corinthians 10:13 

 

Lenten Midweek 3—March 16 

“Mercy in Suffering” 

1 Peter 2:23 

 

Lenten Midweek 4—March 23 

“Mercy in Betrayal” 

1 Peter 3:11 

 

Lenten Midweek 5—March 30 

“Mercy in Relationships” 

Ephesians 4:32 

 

Lenten Midweek 6 —April 6 

“Mercy in Service” 

Hebrews 6:10 

 

 

Pastor Curtis Binz and 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr 

Lent begins on  

Ash Wednesday, March 2
nd 

at 10:00 a.m. 

THEME: “God’s Mercy” 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the Principal’s Desk 

Dear West Portal Family of Faith: 
 

In January I joined a godly and wonderful  

cohort of Lutheran principals around the nation 

who are equipping themselves to lead their 

schools in setting forth a strategic plan to see 

the mission and vision of their school fulfilled 

with Principal 360. The purpose of Principal 360 

is to develop visionary Lutheran educational 

thought leaders who are skilled at crafting and 

implementing a custom strategic plan to accom-

plish their mission and vision. For West Portal 

Lutheran, this is timely as we transition leader-

ship, prepare for reaccreditation, and look to-

wards the future of our school. 
 

This first module in Chicago taught by  

Dr. Leslie Smith (former principal at Orange 

Lutheran, interim program director for P360 

and my coach for the year) looked at:  

 Vision, Mission, and Core Values as 

providing the foundation for the Strate-

gic Plan and guiding the school’s pur-

pose and future outcomes. The princi-

pal’s role is to lead the review, assess-

ment, and articulation process of the  

 Vision and Mission Statements and Core 

Values, which includes input from key 

stakeholders. We will work on crafting a 

vision and mission statement in collabo-

ration and as part of the coursework to 

accompany the capstone project that will 

be submitted at the end of the course.  

 Redefining success to look beyond tradi-

tional metrics to consider how to best 

equip our future generations in response 

to adolescent well-being on the decline. 

Research is clear on the need to integrate 

social and emotional learning for a true 

definition of success beyond academic 

achievement. We looked at Daniel 

Goleman (Emotional Intelligence: Why 
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It Can Matter More than IQ), Carol Dweck 

(Mindset: The New Psychology of Success), and 

Tim Elmore (Marching Off the  Map) to name a 

few.  

 Understanding myself better as a leader in  

 order to leverage strengths to help our school. 

 The difference between management and lead-

ership and the need to devote carve out time 

to lead amid the many busy management 

tasks in order to lead and manage change.  

 Curating a strong school climate and culture 

through organization clarity to engage stake-

holders in implementing change. The principal 

acts as a thermostat rather than a thermometer 

- more than just reading a room, a principal 

leads by bringing the entire room up to the 

same temperature.  

 Performing a SWOT analysis to help us under-

stand how to leverage strengths and opportu-

nities and to recognize the weaknesses (but 

focus on capitalizing the strengths first).  
 

There is much to entrust the Lord with as we move 

forward. Pray with me as we seek to honor and  

glorify God in all  our future planning and next steps. 

I look forward to updating more in coming months. 
 

Blessings in Christ, 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal  

National Lutheran Schools Week in January 
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During 2021, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and look forward to the 

75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:  Jan Lundquist (retired WPL Church Secretary). 

WPL School 70th Anniversary 

Happy anniversary, West Portal Lutheran School!  

I was asked by Angie Holt to write about my experi-

ences with the school. I actually didn’t have a lot of 

direct interaction with the school as my experience 

level (both at West Portal and in the private sector) is 

with adults who sometimes act like children rather 

than with children themselves!  
 

For my first view of the school, I was given a tour by 

Pastor Stechholz. My immediate thought was that 

the classrooms hadn’t changed much since I was in 

K-8th Grades. I finished 8th Grade in 1960; you can do 

the math to figure out how long ago that was and 

approximately how old I am! It didn’t take long to 

realize, however, that academics had changed  

greatly. Math that West Portal students are doing is  

probably a year or two ahead of what I would have 

been doing in the same grade, and the books are a 

lot heavier. Science seems much more thorough. 

West Portal students have more advanced writing 

skills (Thank you, Mr. Morris and WPL faculty!) 

And there is quite a bit more homework than  

I remember having or doing. Most of us went to our 

neighborhood high school; in my case that was  

Balboa. There was not the intense competition to get 

into Lowell and other private high schools. I think 

that was what surprised me the most. In all, I’ve 

been impressed with the intelligence and solid  

academic background of the students here at West 

Portal. Their behavior is also the subject of compli-

ments when I meet someone who is familiar with the 

school. The faculty is top-notch, and I enjoyed my 

interactions with them. I became convinced, more 

than ever, that teaching is a skill and an art, and the 

faculty members have both. 
 

One of the things I enjoyed most about working in a 

church/school environment was to hear the sounds 

of the students as they enjoyed recess and lunch. My 

work experience had been in the commercial offices, 

and as I’m sure you can imagine, there weren’t 

many sounds coming from children having fun and 

enjoying themselves. The best part of WPL School, 

however, is that we have the opportunity to teach 

our students the love of Jesus. Academics are im-

portant, but Jesus’ love for us in that He died to 

save us from our sins, is the most important lesson 

we can impart to our students. 
 

Congratulations, West Portal Lutheran School, in 

celebration of your 70th anniversary. May God  

continue to bless you on your next 70 years! 
 

THANK YOU 

As a number of you know, I was diagnosed with 

colon cancer several months after retiring. I have 

been undergoing chemo treatments and will have 

radiation treatments shortly. God has blessed me 

mightily in that the side effects from chemo have 

been minimal—I still have my hair and have not 

experienced any nausea! I have been greatly 

blessed by your many thoughts and prayers, your 

calls and visits. I am very grateful to you, my 

“second” church family, and I hope you will  

continue those prayers. God is indeed walking with 

me through this “adventure”. While not knowing 

what the effects of chemo would be, I had discour-

aged calls at first; however, now, if you wish, I’d be  

happy to hear from you. Thank you again for all 

your kindness.   Jan Lundquist 

Honoring the retirees on June 6, 2021 
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from re-

cent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert; Dorothy 

Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois 

Carlson; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen 

Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s 

cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn’s Fong’s father; 

Frank Gelini;  Lorraine Holmes; Ted Jones; Char-

lotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; Bill Luebkeman;  

Jan Lundquist; Susie Marzolf; Hiroaki Murata; 

Lee Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie 

Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow; 

Ray Toloski; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 

 
 
 
 

 

You Are Invited to Join Us  

As we Explore the Faith…. 
 

Want to know more about what it means to be a Chris-

tian? 

 

Interested in learning more about what it means to be 

a Lutheran? 

 

Interested in Church membership at West Portal Lu-

theran Church and School? 

 

Want to know more about Baptism for yourself, your 

family, and your children? 

 

To explore all of these questions and more, join 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor in the  

upcoming Faith Explorations Class. 

 

The classes are design for Adults and older youth 

(High School and above) 

 

The free classes are scheduled for Sunday morn-

ings from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the WPL Church  

Library. The start date will be announced soon.  

To sign up for the class and for more information, 

please contact Pastor Kerr at  

pastorkerr@wplsf.com or  

415-661-0242x224. 

 

 

As we look forward to the  

celebration of Easter, the Altar 

Guild is again planning to 

have special floral arrangements around the 

Altar area. If you would like to help by do-

nating to the flower fund, please complete 

this form and return it to the Church office 

by Sunday, April 3rd. The suggested mini-

mum donation is $13.50. Please make the 

check payable to Altar Guild-West Portal 

Lutheran Church. 

____________________________________ 

Name of person(s) donating flowers 

 

_______________________________________ 

Name of person(s) honored or remembered. 
 

If you have any Calla Lilies growing in your  

garden and would like to share some with 

us, please bring them Maundy Thursday or 

Good Friday. There will be containers in the 

kitchen. Thank you in advance for your 

generosity. 

Easter  
Flowers 

mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
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Wednesday, 3/2 10:00 AM Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, 3/2 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 3/5   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 3/6   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 3/6 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Wednesday, 3/9 10:00 AM Lenten Midweek service 

Wednesday, 3/9 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 3/12   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 3/13   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 3/13 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Wednesday, 3/16 10:00 AM Lenten Midweek service 

Wednesday, 3/16 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 3/19   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 3/20   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 3/20 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Wednesday, 3/23 10:00 AM Lenten Midweek service 

Wednesday, 3/23 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 3/26   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 3/27   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 3/27 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 3/27 11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, 3/30 10:00 AM Lenten Midweek service 

Wednesday, 3/30 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

 

 1 Dave Garrett 

 1 Edgar Boyer 

 4 Jennifer Ohmura 

 5 Margaret Finley 

 5 Chris Brase 

 7 LaSaundra Gutter 

 8 Nami Shiozaki 

 8 Karen Street 

 9 Dan Wang 

 10 Naomi Ray 

 11 Matthew Wong 

 11 Michele Wong 

 14 Gail Frey 

 15 Betty Moss 

 15 Alex Nulph 

 15 Iddhikorn Hutachinda 

 16 Steven Wood 

 16 Sio “Cathy” Chan 

 17 Fernando Robleto 

 17 Dorothy Bridgeman 

 19 Garrett Wong 

 20 Yugin Lam 

 21 Amir Parnian 

 24 Melissa Fung 

 24 Thomas Gonsalves 

 24 Zachary Concepcion 

 25 Patrick Rostrata 

 25 Abraham Go 

 26 Rajan Edwards 

 28 Carole Leung 

 29 Stacey Binz 

 30 Beverly Presley-Nelson 

 30 Alexandra Wu 

 3 Tim & Cortney Shadel 

 10 Franklin & Lonnie Yee 

 12 Ping-Yee & Judy Law 

 27 August & Sarah Stofferahn 


