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From Pastor Binz 

We all make promises at different 

times in our lives, but are we able 

to keep those promises? I learned 

when my children were little that 

I needed to be careful with the 

promises I made with them. I 

would often forget what those 

were but they wouldn’t.  “But you 

promised us!” would be the 

refrain from my children who 

stored in their memory banks a 

place or an event they were 

waiting for to come to fruition.  

 

Jesus makes His promise to the 

disciples and instead of the 

disciples remembering, Jesus is 

the one who remembers and 

fulfills on His word keeping His 

promise. “Jesus answered them, 

‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise 

it again in three days.’” John 1:19. 

“For as Jonah was three days and 

three nights in the belly of a huge fish, 

so the Son of Man will be three days 

and three nights in the heart of the 

earth.” Mt. 12:40. 

 

Jesus fulfills God’s promise to 

redeem the world from sin, death 

and the devil. And God follows 

through on His promise by sending 

His one and only Son Jesus Christ 

to carry out this promise of 

reconciliation and redemption. By 

Jesus shedding His blood on the 

cross, God’s promise is carried out. 

And by rising three days later the 

power of God is revealed in the 

exaltation of His Son to promise our 

rising on the last day. “If we have 

been united with him like this in His 

death, we will certainly also be united 

with him in his resurrection.”  

Rom. 6:5. 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Promise of the Resurrection  

“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the 

women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when 

they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.”  

Luke 24:1-3. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study   
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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God remains faithful to His promises. And as 

the people of the Old Testament waited for 

the promised Messiah we live in the last days 

waiting for the return of our Savior who 

promises to return. Knowing what God has 

done for us in Christ Jesus we live with the 

hope of eternal life and the resurrection of the 

body on the last day. Living knowing God 

kept His promise in Christ Jesus we can be 

hopeful and confident that our eternal reward 

is waiting in heaven because of God’s mercy 

and grace given to us in Christ Jesus. The 

empty tomb is the 

promise fulfilled. 

Thanks be to God. 

He is Risen, He is 

risen indeed, 

Alleluia! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Binz 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

Flower Charts for the year 2022 are 

now posted in the Narthex. This is a 

very special way to help decorate the 

Altar, and to commemorate events or 

to remember loved ones. Flowers may 

be taken home or are delivered to our 

sick and shut-in members. Please call 

May Luu or Angie Holt in the church 

office, 415-661-0242, if you have any 

questions. The cost of a floral arrange-

ment is $45.00. We encourage you to 

sign up for the new Flower Chart. 
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 
+ Trust Jesus + Reach Out + Serve Others + 

+ 愛耶穌 + 伸出援手 + 服務他人 +  
 

“But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 

for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever  

I command you, you shall speak. Jeremiah 1:7  

 Long ago the Word of the Lord came to the 

young prophet Jeremiah sending him to pro-

claim God’s Word to the children of Israel. Like 

Jeremiah we have been called by Christ though 

the Holy Spirit to His Gospel to the world 

through both word and action. Jeremiah was a 

young man when God sent him and it is easy 

for us to dismiss the call to be God’s messenger. 

The truth is living daily in our baptismal grace 

we are called every morning to preach the 

Good News of God’s redeeming Word regard-

less of age or physical limitations. Paul reminds 

us of this in Romans 12:6-8, “Having gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 

them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 

faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, 

in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhorta-

tion; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 

who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, 

with cheerfulness.” In fact, so many times there’s 

nothing more effective spiritual gift than prayer. 

Each one of us should be a “prayer warrior” for one 

another, our school, the world. The list is endless 

just as the need. 

 As we recover individually and as a com-

munity of faith from the fallout of Covid, in 

humble prayer, let us listen for God’s call to be 

an active witness for Christ. God never promis-

es that answering His call is going to be easy, in 

fact it may be very uncomfortable at times but 

there is no need to fear when the Holy Spirit is 

the guide. “But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called 

you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  

1 Peter 2:9 
 

Three simple and easy steps to help us to 

begin answering God’s call to be witnesses 

for Christ are: 

First: Trust Jesus whose voice reminds us 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afraid.” John 14:27 
 

Second: Reach Out to  those around you; so  

often the simple act of a smile, a kind word and 

the hand of friendship speaks volumes. “Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me.” – Matthew 25:40 
 

Third: Whether it is big or small, Serve  

Others just a s Christ first served us. “My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved 

you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:12-13 
 

 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 
 

 

I invite every saint at West Portal Lutheran 

Church and School to be the witness we are called 

to be as we sing in the hymn LSB 828  

“ We Are Called to Stand Together” 

To each coming generation 

Tell the truth, persuade, explain, 

Till the time when time is ended, 

Till the Savior comes again-- 

Till the saints are all united 
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from re-

cent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert; Dorothy 

Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois 

Carlson; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen 

Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s 

cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn’s Fong’s father; 

Frank Gelini;  Lorraine Holmes; Ted Jones; Char-

lotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; Josephine Lucchesi; 

Bill Luebkeman; Jan Lundquist; Susie Marzolf; 

Hiroaki Murata; Dorothy Praeger; Lee Rampage; 

Sigrid Rogge; Irene Sandvik, Art Spleiss; Nettie 

Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow; 

Ray Toloski; Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 

 
 
 
 

 

You Are Invited to Join Us  

As we Explore the Faith…. 
 

Want to know more about what it means to be a Chris-

tian? 

 

Interested in learning more about what it means to be 

a Lutheran? 

 

Interested in Church membership at West Portal Lu-

theran Church and School? 

 

Want to know more about Baptism for yourself, your 

family, and your children? 

 

To explore all of these questions and more, join 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor, in the  

upcoming Faith Explorations Class. 

 

The classes are design for Adults and older youth 

(High School and above) 

 

The free classes are scheduled for Sunday morn-

ings from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the WPL Church  

Library. The start date will be announced soon.  

To sign up for the class and for more information, 

please contact Pastor Kerr 

at pastorkerr@wplsf.com 

or 415-661-0242x224. 

 

 

As we look forward to the  
celebration of Easter, the Altar 
Guild is again planning to have 

special floral arrangements around the  
Altar area. If you would like to help by  
donating to the flower fund, please com-
plete this form and return it to the Church 
office by Sunday, April 3rd. The suggested 
minimum donation is $13.50. Please make 
the check payable to Altar Guild-West  
Portal Lutheran Church. 

____________________________________ 

Name of person(s) donating flowers 

 

__________________________________ 

Name of person(s) honored or remembered. 
 

If you have any Calla Lilies growing in your  
garden and would like to share some with 
us, please bring them Maundy Thursday or 
Good Friday. There will be containers in the 
kitchen. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity. 

Easter Flowers 

mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
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The Gideons International distributed Bibles to WPL students  

during the Ash Wednesday Chapel service on March 2, 2022. 

 

From The Wikipedia: 

Members of the Gideons are most recognized for distributing  

copies of Scripture free of charge, paid for by freewill offerings from 

local churches and from members themselves. This Bible distribu-

tion is a worldwide enterprise taking place in around 200 countries, 

territories and possessions. The association's members focus on  

distributing complete  Bibles, New Testaments, or portions thereof. 

These copies are printed in over 108 languages. The association is 

most widely renowned for its Bibles placed in lodging rooms. The 

Gideons also distribute to hospitals and other medical offices, 

schools (usually in first year) and colleges, military bases, as well as 

jails and prisons. The association was named after the Biblical  

figure Gideon depicted in Judges 6. Gideons International currently  

averages distribution of over 70 million Bibles annually.  

 

Callion Ringers (7th Grade) with Pastor Kerr  

Played “Prelude on Kim Ba Ya” during  

Lent Midweek 4 on March 23rd. 

 

Revelation Ringers (8th Grade) with Pastor Kerr 

during Lent Midweek 3 service on March 16th.  

Recent Events 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lodging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gideon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Judges
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Landmark Birthday Celebration 
 

Dorothy Bridgeman, Volunteer Extraordinaire 

On March 17th, several of us were privleged to join 

Dorothy Bridgeman in celebration of her 101st birth-

day. In honor of her “landmark” birthday, I was 

asked to write something about Dorothy, and I’m 

happy to do so. 
 

I met Dorothy the first week I started to work at West 

Portal in 1994. I was told that she served as an office 

volunteer on Tuesdays and that I would be happy to 

have her service. Never have words been so true. 

Dorothy epitomized the values of a true Christian 

servant. There was nothing that I might ask her to do that she 

would not do with competence, a gracious spirit, and with no 

complaints. She was a crack typist on a typewriter, very compe-

tent in her use of the computer, and she was the fastest person 

I’ve ever met when it came to folding, stuffing, and stamping  

envelopes. She maintained our membership database, sent 

acknowledgement letters for memorial donations, and did any 

and all tasks I asked her to do. And all of this with complete  

discretion; what went on in the office, stayed in the office. 

(Although I suspect there were some occasions when she went home and told Art, “You can’t be-

lieve what that bunch did today!”) When she retired to stay home and take care of Art, I missed her 

very much.  
 

And then there was her baking ability—not a skill necessary for 

office work, but one that was most appreciated by the staff. Our 

birthdays, all holidays and special occasions, and sometimes “just 

because” days, were all celebrated with special home-baked  

chocolate treats—cookies, cakes, millionaire bars, etc. I think the 

staff may have appreciated Dorothy’s baking skills even more 

than they did her considerable office skills!  
 

More important, however, than her many office and baking skills 

was her example of true Christian faith and service. Service to the 

Lord and to her congregation with competence, willingness, and a 

smile on her face were the qualities I observed every week all the 

years I worked with her. And although she no longer serves in the 

church office, she still models the way of a Christian  

woman through her faithful church attendance.  

Happy Birthday, Dorothy! Well done, good  and faithful servant 

Written by Jan Lundquist 
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Palm Sunday 

April 10 10:00AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 14 10:00AM Worship Service with Holy Communion  

  7:00PM   Worship Service with Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 

 

Good Friday 

April 15  8:45AM  Sunset Campus Chapel 

 11:15AM Sloat Campus Chapel 

  7:00PM  Tenebrae Service 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 17 10:00AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 

April 17 11:30AM Easter Brunch 

April 17 11:30AM Easter Egg Hunt 
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Celebrate Easter Sunday 

with Us! 

at  

West Portal Lutheran Church and School 

200 Sloat Blvd. San Francisco, CA. 94132 

 

Come join us Easter Sunday,  April 17, 2022 as 

we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ in worship and fellowship. 
 

+ Easter Sunday Service with Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m. 
 

+ Easter Brunch at 11:30a.m. located in the Church Fellowship Hall  

 

+ Easter Egg Hunt following the 10:00a.m. Easter Service located on the church 

lawn featuring our special guest, “The Easter Bunny” 

For children ages up to 10 years old. 
 

If attending the Easter Brunch and/or Egg Hunt, please kindly RSVP by Sunday, 

April 10th with the names and number of people attending to Helen Bok 

at helentombok@gmail.com or leave a voicemail message at 415-307-1536.  
 

(Each child should bring his/her own personal Easter Basket) 

mailto:helentombok@gmail.com
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Dear West Portal Lutheran Family of Faith: 
 

We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks 

for your name is near. We recount your won-

drous deeds. - Psalm 75:1 
 

There are many things that I am grateful for 

this last month. By giving thanks I recount 

God’s faithfulness and I remain expectant 

of His daily provision - especially in the 

newness of being Principal.  
 

I give thanks to God for: 

 …sustaining our school community 

through the peak of COVID cases due to 

the omicron variant. 

 …hearing the beautiful music from our 

school handbell choirs and talented stu-

dent musicians (and regathering togeth-

er for in-person chapel) 

 …being encouraged by our PTL guest 

speaker Dr. Blake Brandes to have a 

growth mindset to push through chal-

lenges as we learn and embrace the 

power of “not yet” 

 …watching our 8th graders look ahead 

to their next steps in high school as they 

tried on their graduation gowns (and 

also this month received their high 

school admissions notifications) 

 …discussing with faulty, school board, 

and church council on a redefinition of 

success that will invest in creating a safe 

and engaging learning environment that 

fosters meaningful growth for the devel-

opment of healthy, joyful, courageous, 

caring people who are transformed by 

the saving grace of Jesus Christ 

 …amazing parent volunteers taking on the 

morning and afternoon traffic duties to wel-

come and send off students at the beginning 

and end of the day 

 …seeing the growth of our students from the 

beginning of the school year until now in ma-

turity, confidence, and character 
 

Blessings in Christ, 
 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal  
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During 2021, as we celebrated the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and look forward to the 

75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:  Ellie Yoshikawa, Class of 2021 

WPL School 70th Anniversary 

Looking back at my 9 years at West Portal Lutheran, I miss WPL 

much more than I had expected. I wouldn’t be the person I am now 

without WPL. WPL taught me to be a hardworking and compas-

sionate child of God. I really appreciate the faculty and students 

and am extremely grateful for all the hardworking teachers who 

would always be happy to help me.  
 

The past two years have been very challenging and different. I feel 

incredibly blessed to have been able to learn, even during this  

pandemic. I was surprised by how many students at my current 

school were behind and had trouble keeping up in class. Because of 

WPL’s excellent math program, I was able to advance in math and 

have no problem with keeping up. 
 

One of my most memorable experiences at WPL was their 

orchestra. I remember that I had always looked forward to 

last period on Fridays, orchestra practice. Playing in the 

orchestra had introduced the 4th grader me to the joy of 

playing music with others. It was a new experience,  

practicing with others from all grades, and each doing our 

own part to add on to the music. This experience greatly 

helped to further develop my love for music.  
 

 

I had so many irreplaceable  

experiences at WPL, from 

playing in their orchestra to 

building a “city” out of bottle-

caps. I hope to always remem-

ber these memories and be 

able to look back at them, even 

when I grow older. I will never 

forget the warm and welcom-

ing, close-knit family of West 

Portal Lutheran. 
Recording a competition performance on March 10, 2022 for 

The New York Laureate International Music Competition 

with Ms. Lee as my accompanist . 
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Quilters Knitters Sewers 

Join our West Portal Quilting Group 

Saturday, April 2, 2022 and the 1st Saturday of the month thereafter.  

Come join in our fellowship at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

For more information contact: Darlene Hartman at darles60@icloud.com 

Students from the last time together in Nov. 2019 

Sewing kits 

The Saturday Quilting Group made 83 pillow cases on 

October 14, 2017 in the Fellowship Hall. The pillow cases 

were sent to former WPL School teacher Brooke Zarick’s 

school, Lutheran South Academy in Houston, Texas; the 

school was flooded during Hurricane Harvey.  

Wall quilt & needle-

point quilt block 
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Saturday, 4/2   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 4/3   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 4/3 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 4/3 11:00 AM Voter’s Assembly-Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday, 4/6 10:00 AM Lenten Midweek service 

Wednesday, 4/6 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 4/9   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 4/10   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 4/10 10:00 AM Palm Sunday-Lord’s Supper 
 

Wednesday, 4/13 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Sunday, 4/17 10:00 AM Easter Sunday-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 4/17 11:30 AM Easter Brunch 

Sunday, 4/17 11:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Wednesday, 4/20 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 4/23   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 4/24   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 4/24 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 4/24 11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting-Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, 4/27 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 4/30   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 1 Wyatt Toloski 

 2 Kathryn Bersaglieri 

 2 Eddy Tsang 

 2 Tim Bass 

 2 Sienna Lo 

 2 Kendra Char 

 3 Helen Bok 

 3 Kailey Sjauwfoekloy 

 5 Marilyn Wong 

 5 Dan Holt  

 6 Agnes Situ 

 6 Cynthia Tom 

 6 Carl Wildenradt 

 7 Alex Lew 

 7 Diana Louie 

 7 Jessica Wong 

 8 Georgeanne Wedergren 

 8 Fred Jacob 

 9 Samantha Nulph 

 9 Rachel Li 

 10 Amy Bohlen 

 11 Jennie Fong 

 11 Dr. William Mason 

 12 Renata Otterbach 

 13 Aaron Adams 

 13 Carsten Nixdorf 

 14 Megan Yu 

 14 Allan Uy 

 14 Genevieve Cragg 

 15 David Still 

 15 Rev. David Stechholz 

 15 Kaileigh Willis 

 16 Kvan Tsang 

 16 Monette Yee 

 16 Rose Leung 

 17 Nancy Eisen 

 19 Doris Fung 

 19 Penelope Esposto 

 19 Thomas Esposto 

 21 Kurtis Szu 

 21 Chloe Yeh 

 22 Kevin Chang 

 22 Mike Aymard 

 22 Matthew Kitagawa 

 22 Nicole Lee 

 23  Liz Breen 

 24 Patty Tsang 

 24 Nathaniel Lew 

 26 Brenda Rumbaugh 

 26 Viviana Soper 

 26 Lorna Cain 

 27 Mariah Wright 

 28 Samantha Sun 

 29 Chloe Fong 

 29 Jennie Ho 

 29 Kestrel Ueber 

 30 Eugene Quan 

 2 Keith & Eliza Latimore 

 7 Dick & Audrey Bass 

 21 Christopher & Cheryl Leong 


