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From Pastor Binz 

Next to John 3:16, Psalm 23 is 

probably the most well-known 

Bible passage in scripture. During 

the season of Easter in the church 

year we are reminded of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ and how 

he cares for his sheep. Why 

would God use this imagery of 

sheep through the inspired 

writers in both the Old and New 

Testament? One main reason is 

the personality of sheep is much 

like ours. We have a tendency to 

wander off, we don’t always 

make the best decisions. We need 

a rod and staff from time to time 

to set us straight. 
 

Despite the short-comings of our 

sheep-like behaviors God has sent 

a shepherd, His one and only Son 

Jesus Christ to be our shepherd. 

Through His suffering, dying and 

rising on the third day we are 

justified before God and made 

righteous and truly cared for by a 

loving God. This grace of God given 

to us in Christ Jesus redeems our 

waywardness and cleanses us from 

our sins, and our Shepherd “leads us 

in the paths of righteousness and beside 

quiet waters.” 
 

Our lives at times may not be the 

“quiet waters” you would expect. 

You may even now be experiencing 

the turbulence of the waters and 

waves crashing in around you. 

Maybe it is relationship problems, 

family problems, financial concerns, 

health problems. All of these 

stresses common to us all in one 

way or another do not change 

God’s promise to us to “restore our 

souls” and give us the assurance 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Lord is My Shepherd  

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be 

in want. He makes me lie down in green 

pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 

he restores my soul” Psalm 23. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study   
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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that He will not forsake us. Even if one strays 

God makes it a point to search out and find 

the one that is lost. 
 

Jesus has laid down His life for the sheep. As 

John records for us, “I am the good shepherd; I 

know my sheep and my sheep know me-just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father-and I lay 

down my life for the sheep.” John 10:14-15.  This 

love of God in Christ Jesus makes it possible 

for us to know God. Through God’s word we 

hear these promises of God, and being fed 

through the word and the sacrament we have 

the hope and peace of “quiet waters” despite 

what may be happening around us. 
 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever.” Psalm 23:6. May this love of 

God in Christ Jesus be yours today and may 

the hope of eternal life give you peace as you 

follow our Good Shepherd- Jesus Christ. 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 
 

+ Trust Jesus + Reach Out + Serve Others + 

+ 愛耶穌 + 伸出援手 + 服務他人 + 
 

I am Sending You! 

 Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

has been the familiar greeting for many around 

WPL Church and School over the past few weeks. 

As children of our Heavenly King, children re-

born in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

we are once again reminded of just how im-

portant it is for us to truly live in our baptismal 

grace. 

 Just as the disciples soon learned on that first 

Easter evening, in the locked upper room, the 

Gospel of Easter is not limited to a day on the cal-

endar, simply a day dedicated to getting the 

whole family to church on time, hunting for East-

er eggs and bunny rabbits. The Gospel of Easter 

Sunday not only calls us to remember the passion, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus. Just as with the 

disciples long ago, Jesus stands among us in His 

Word and Sacraments and we hear the same 

words He spoke to the disciples, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

even so I am sending you.” John 20:21 

 In a sense, like the disciples for the past two 

years the whole world has been locked up in iso-

lation and fear what the future might bring. As 

resurrection people the words spoken by Christ to 

His disciples long ago echo in our hearts and 

minds reminding us that He is sending us, present 

tense, out into the world to witness to the Good 

News of God’s redeeming love in Christ Jesus. 

 Through water and the Word the Holy Spirit 

has been poured into you, to strengthen and en-

courage you as you daily share with others about 

who Jesus is, so we have no fear. So, then the 

question becomes, “how can I talk with people I don’t 

know about Jesus?” Fear, and insecurity take over 

and before we know it, 

we are frozen in our 

tracks unable to speak 

or move. Well, we 

should have no fear but, for most of us, that’s 

easier said than done. The truth is daily wit-

nessing for Christ needs not be complicated or 

cause fear or stress. The most effective witness 

for Christ happens when relationships are 

planted and nurtured.  

As we return to a more normal pattern of 

living, I invite everyone in our West Portal 

community to look for those moments when 

you can plant the relationship seeds. For in-

stance, the next time you are in worship, look 

for someone sitting by themselves. Take a few 

moments to introduce yourself, learn their 

names, introduce them to others nearby. Con-

sider joining one of the service opportunities 

such as volunteering to help with children’s or 

youth Sunday School. Join the choir, the Altar 

Guild, an Usher Team or serve as a Greeter or 

Lay- Reader. Then there’s the Social Fellowship 

Committees who offer great community build-

ing opportunities. 

Each of the opportunities represent path-

ways to build natural and healthy relationship 

within our WPLC&S community focused on 

Jesus Christ. For more information on how you 

can become more active within the WPLC&S 

community of faith simply call the church 

office at 415-661-0242 or contact Pastor Kerr  

anytime! 
 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 
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Dear West Portal Family of Faith: 
 

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in your sins.”  

- 1 Corinthians 15:17 
 

Celebrating Easter 

The hope of Easter is a deeply personal and 

significant one to me. As the Apostle Paul 

states, without the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, we remain in our sins. The Apostle 

Paul continues, “if in Christ we have hope 

in this life only, we are of all people most to 

be pitied (v.19).” Thankfully, because of 

Christ I have hope beyond  this life. The 

faith we have in Christ’s saving death and 

resurrection transforms us to live in the  

present with purpose and meaning. It is our 

prayer that all our students can live with 

this same purpose and meaning. 
 

Principal 360 Update 

I have now completed Course 1 with  

Principal 360 (an 11-month principal certifi-

cation program) and am in the middle of 

Course 2, which addresses recruitment, re-

tention, and marketing. During this mod-

ule, one area we have explored is our 

school’s value proposition. One of the  

outstanding remarks on the parent satisfac-

tion survey was the distinction of our  

community at our school. The sense of  

belonging contributes positively to our  

social and emotional health, which in turn 

helps us to better thrive by having higher 

student engagement and development.  

Another point of differentiation is our 

Christian faith which compels the values 

and character that we instill in our students. With 

each module in the course, I am working towards 

strategic initiatives that will help us to chart a 

path for our future. Dr. Leslie Smith, the interim 

program director of Principal 360 and my coach, 

flew in from LA to visit both our campuses the 

week before Easter. She was able to make time to 

meet with our faculty and members of our 

church council in addition to seeing our students 

and facilities. Her years of experience as a  

principal and consulting for various schools has 

been a huge blessing to me to give further clarity 

on how to address our school’s needs. 

 

Parent Satisfaction Survey and Plans for Our 

School’s Future 

Thanks to all of our parents for sharing their 

thoughts on our survey on how we as a school 

can move forward and improve in the future. We 

value our parents’ input as we take an honest 

look at where we are now as a school, what our 

key points of differentiation are, and what areas 

need attention. The information provides valua-

ble insight as we approach next school year and 

our reaccreditation process with WASC and 

NLSA. To hear more about our plans for next 

year, we invite our parents to join us Zoom on 

Thursday, May 5 from 7:00-8:00 PM as we share 

our revised mission, vision, and values and the 

future of our school. Please check ParentSquare 

for a link to join us! 

 

Blessings in Christ, 

 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal  
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Irene Christine Sandvik 

May 22, 1949 to April 5, 2022 
 

Irene Christine Sandvik was born in San Francisco,  

California on May 22, 1949. She suffered a stroke and had 

brain surgery on March 2,2022, Ash Wednesday. She con-

tinued to struggle and went to her Lord on Tuesday,  

April 5, 2022. 
 

She was the loving daughter of Knut and Ingeborg 

Sandvik and sister to Ken Sandvik. Her family immigrated 

to America from Norway after World War 2. Irene com-

pleted the happy family group as their American Baby. 
 

She attended Paul Revere Elementary School and Lowell 

High School. She received her BA in History from  

San Francisco State University in 1972.  Her first teaching 

position was at N.E.A.T School of San Francisco in 1972. She was a hardworking well-regarded 

teacher who enjoyed working with her students. Her teaching career took her to two Lutheran 

schools here in San Francisco. She taught at West Portal Lutheran school from 1972-1981. She then 

decided to work at St. Paulus Lutheran School from 1983 to 1990. In 1994 Irene decided to come 

back to West Portal Lutheran School. She wasn’t ready to teach in a classroom, so she worked in 

the school office as the school secretary for Mrs. Shirley Merrill. When she returned to the  

classroom, she was an exemplary Fifth Grade teacher, who was dedicated to her students. She was 

loved and respected by her students and the WPL staff. She retired in 2020 after teaching for over 

40 years. 
 

Irene was a Giants and 49er’s fan. She was known for her enthusiastic support of both teams. She 

encouraged her students to develop a love of baseball by taking her class to AT&T Park to watch 

the Giants play. Another favorite pastime she enjoyed was reading. She loved to read historical 

novels as well as autobiographies. She enjoyed watching movies from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and 70’s 

as well as murder mysteries from all time periods. 
 

But her most important vocation was teaching her students to know, love and serve the Lord. 
 

Her memorial service will be held this Saturday, April 30, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at West Portal  

Lutheran Church. 
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Special Events 

Baptism on 

Palm Sunday 

April 10, 2022: 

Alexis Chinn, 

Jeremy Chinn,  

Alyssa Wong 

& Corinne 

Wong 
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Easter Sunday Celebration 
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Pastor Kerr directing children to the Luther House 

Easter Egg Hunting was organized by  

Pastor Kerr, Marilyn Kerr, Ed & Becky Chan, 

WPL School Student Council and other  

students: Elliott Ng, Daphne Ng, 

Samantha Acridge, Ian Lin, Easter Bunny, 

Laila Wang, and Frank Ouyang. 

Ed & Becky Chan, Parish Ed Committee 

Marilyn Kerr, teacher 
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Children under 10 years old with Easter Bunny. 

If you want copies of some pictures, please 

email angie.holt@wplsf.com or go to the Church  

Website: www.westportallutheran.org -  

Photo Gallery and Video Gallery. 
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Easter Bunny visited the Sunset Campus (Moraga Street) on 4/13/22. 
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Easter Brunch was  

organized by the 

Church Elders and 

the Christian  

Service Committee 

There are more pictures and a video posted in the Church Website: www.westportallutheran.org - Photo Gallery and Video Gallery. 

Happy to see Dorothy Bridgeman  

who turned 101 years old on 

St. Patrick’s Day 
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During 2021, as we celebrated the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and looked forward to 

the 75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:  David Kwok (Class of 2007) 

WPL School 70th Anniversary 

I attended West Portal Lutheran 

School from Kindergarten to 8th 

grade (graduating in 2007), and these 

were some of the most formative 

years of my life. Some of the memo-

ries that stick with me most include 

hiking up Mt. Davidson from the 

temporary Miraloma campus 

(duration construction of the new 

Sunset campus), attending chapel, 

cooking club, Catechism class,  

learning German, and going to  

Coloma and Washington DC.  

 

West Portal Lutheran introduced me 

to lifelong friends with whom I’m 

still in close contact today, and it gave 

me a solid educational foundation for 

high school and beyond (I ended up 

attending Lowell for high school, the 

University of Pennsylvania for  

college, and Stanford for graduate 

school). But most importantly, West 

Portal Lutheran guided me to  

develop a relationship with Christ 

and taught me the promise of  

salvation in Him. That is the single 

most important lesson that remains 

with me to this day! 
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from 

recent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert;  

Dorothy Bridgeman; Charlene Bruggemann-

Wong; Lois Carlson; William Chen; Angie 

Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill Eves, 

Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn’s 

Fong’s father; Frank Gelini;  Lorraine Holmes; 

Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s sister; 

Josephine Lucchesi; Jan Lundquist; Susie  

Marzolf; Lee Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art 

Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s moth-

er; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski; Lisa  

Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 

Altar Flowers 
 

Flower Charts for the year 2022 are posted in 

the Narthex. This is a very special way to 

help decorate the Altar, and to commemorate 

events or to remember loved ones. Flowers 

may be taken home or are delivered to our 

sick and shut-in members. Please call May 

Luu or Angie Holt in the church office,  

415-661-0242, if you have any questions.  

The cost of a floral arrangement is $45.00.  

We encourage you to sign up on the new 

Flower Chart. 

 
 
 
 

 

You Are Invited to Join Us  

As we Explore the Faith…. 
 

Want to know more about what it means to be a  

Christian? 

 

Interested in learning more about what it means to be  

a Lutheran? 

 

Interested in Church membership at West Portal  

Lutheran Church and School? 

 

Want to know more about Baptism for yourself, your 

family, and your children? 

 

To explore all of these questions and more, join 

Pastor J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor in the  

upcoming Faith Explorations Class. 

 

The classes are design for Adults and older youth 

(High School and above) 

 

The free classes are scheduled for Sunday  

mornings from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the WPL Church  

Library. The start date will be announced soon.  

To sign up for the class and for more infor-

mation, please contact Pastor Kerr at  

pastorkerr@wplsf.com or  

415-661-0242x224. 

 

 

mailto:pastorkerr@wplsf.com
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 1 Naomy Che 

 5 Anton Mrabe 

 5 August Stofferahn  

 5 Marcella Tinney Dorr 

 7 Laila Mark 

 9 Brianna Nulph 

 10 Joshua Wu 

 11 Frank Ouyang 

 12 Jackson Shadel 

 12 Beth Fox 

 12 Betty Wong 

 12 Alijah Hutchinson 

 14 Terry Hesselroth 

 15 Angela Szu 

 17 Sarah Lee 

 17 Jonathan Chan 

 19 Benjamin Rumbaugh 

 19 Ashley Kong 

 21 Christine Wong 

 22 Lucy Lew 

 22 Louise Jann 

 22 Robert Yee 

 23 Cheryl Wong 

 24 Kevin Chan 

 25 Jonelle Patrick 

 25 Luke Toloski 

 26 Alicia Man 

 27 Nan Still 

 28 Zono Cruz 

 30 Brandon Hwong 

 30 Peggy Chiu-Wong 

 31 Angie Holt 

 31 Andrew Stranahan 

 31 Rozanne Heinzel 

 31 Jeffrey Lee 

 31 Marsha Quan 

 11 Stanley & Julia Tom 

 16 Brian & Irene Michaud 

 22 Rudolph & Gail Frey 

 24 Steven & Christy Wood 

 25 Archie Wong & Peggy  

  Chiu-Wong 

 30 Ron & Viviana Soper 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Sunday, 5/1   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 5/1 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Wednesday, 5/4 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 5/7   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Sunday, 5/8   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 5/8 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Wednesday, 5/11 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 5/14   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Sunday, 5/15   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 5/15 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Wednesday, 5/18 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 5/21   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Sunday, 5/22   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 5/22 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 5/22 11:00 AM Baccalaureate Sunday 

Wednesday, 5/25 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 5/28   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Sunday, 5/29   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 5/29 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 5/29 11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting-Parish Hall 



 

 


