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From Pastor Binz 

 When my parents bought their 

home over forty years ago my 

father planted three tiny birch 

trees on the side of the front yard. 

Now those trees are huge and 

provide much needed shade in 

the hot sun. The roots of those 

trees have grown deep and have 

found water deep into the soil. 
 

Paul’s encouragement is our 

encouragement as well. “Rooted 

and built up in him.” Living in 

northern California we are aware 

of the current drought conditions. 

But there is no reason for our 

spiritual condition to dry up from 

lack of water. God in His 

goodness and mercy wants us to 

have a life filled “overflowing” 

with His grace and forgiveness so 

that we grow and flourish. 

Pentecost is known as the season of 

growth. As we hear the Word and 

receive the Sacraments the “roots” 

of our faith are growing deep and 

our faith is strengthened and we are 

built up in Christ. 
 

In our baptism we are washed clean 

through the water and the Word 

and that is an ongoing blessing 

from God. “Having been buried with 

him in baptism and raised with him 

though your faith in the power of God, 

who raised him from the dead.” Col 

2:12. As we are connected to Christ 

through faith by the grace of God 

we will continue to be fed and be 

nourished as we grow in the grace 

of God.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Built up in Christ  

“So then, just as you received 

Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to 

live in him, rooted and built up in 

him, strengthened in the faith as 

you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness.” Col. 2:6. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study   
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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I have heard it said that “the roots grow 

deepest when the wind blows the hardest.” 

All of us face trials and tribulations in this 

life. Some are very painful and heartbreaking. 

As we stay rooted in Christ regardless of life’s 

circumstances we know heaven is our home. 

As the hymnist Thomas Taylor writes, “I’m 

but a stranger here, heaven is my home; Earth 

is a desert drear, Heaven is my home. Danger 

and sorrow stand Round me on every hand; 

Heaven is my fatherland, Heaven is my 

home.” LSB CPH 748. 
 

Having the assurance of salvation by the 

grace of God we can live with the hope that 

God gives to us. Being rooted in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior and being 

built up in Christ we are grateful and 

thankful. “Overflowing with thankfulness.” May 

this thankfulness and praise be our response 

to the fullness in Christ Jesus.  

  

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 
 
 

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from 

recent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert;  

Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson; 

William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s  

sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; 

Jimmy Fong, Evelyn’s Fong’s father; Frank 

Gelini;  Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s 

sister; Josephine Lucchesi; Jan Lundquist; Susie 

Marzolf; Lee Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art 

Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s  

mother; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski; Lisa 

Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

Answering the Call with Pastor Kerr  

“A Voice Calling….” 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 

“Here I am! Send me.”  Isaiah 6:8 

Isaiah 6 is known by biblical scholars as a  

theophany, or an appearance o f God where  

Isaiah finds himself in the presence of God. In 

the spiritual realm he is confronted with not 

only who God is, but with who he is in  

relation to God. For us the scene defines for us 

what being in God’s presence might mean and 

it may be an example to us of what worship 

should be in our own lives. 
 

Our biggest problem in realizing the kind of 

life-changing worship that Isaiah experienced 

is that we are essentially self-centered and  

self-absorbed. Some of us may be more self-

centered than others, and most of us may be 

less self-centered than the celebrity-driven 

world in which we live, but the reality is that 

all of us are to some degree self-centered. This 

may present the strongest obstacle to the life-

changing experience of God in worship. 
 

In a world driven by service to self-first and 

others second it is easy to let God slip even far-

ther into the background of our daily lives. All 

too easy to forget is the important truth that as 

redeemed children of God, every moment of 

our earthly life is a living witness and worship 

of the One who was crucified and is risen so 

that we may have eternal life. 

I invite you to take your Bibles and read Isai-

ah Chapter 6. As you read, notice that there at 

least five elements of what true worship is: 
 

First, Divine Worship is wonderment. As 

Isaiah enters the presence of God, he is 

awestruck by God’s majesty and holiness. He 

cannot look upon God, for in God he finds 

wonder beyond his comprehension. 
 

Second, Worship is transformative. In his ex-

perience of God’s presence, Isaiah sees who 

he really is – a sinner. Yet, in his confession of 

his sinfulness, Isaiah is transformed into the 

person God desires him to be, a person who 

experiences the forgiveness of God. 
 

Third, Worship is renewing. Through God’s 

forgiveness, Isaiah is a renewed person who 

lives for the purpose and will of God. He 

calls out to God, “Here I am, send me” (Isaiah 

6:8), declaring to God the newness that he has 

found in the presence of God. 
 

Fourth, Worship is decentering. Isaiah’s life 

finds a new center. Through worship, he is  

decentered from his self and centered on 

God’s will and purpose for his life. 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
 

 

Fifth, Called by the Holy Spirit out of the 

darkness of this world and brought into the 

eternal light of Jesus Christ we are sent out 

into the darkness to bring the light of 

Christ to all people. Yes, it is challenging 

and perhaps placing you outside of your 

comfort zone. The good news is that you 

are never alone. Not only are your brothers 

and sisters at WPL Church and School 

standing beside you, but Jesus Christ 

Himself is leading the way forward into 

the future God has prepared for us!  
 

Starting now, let’s begin the work set 

before us to invite, to listen, to share how 

Jesus has entered your life and changed 

you from within to truly know Him as 

Lord and Savior. Sharing with others about 

Jesus doesn’t have to be difficult or 

complicated. Like faithful worship being a 

witness for Christ is a way of living.  
 

One important area of witness that needs 

immediate attention is Parish Education 

where there is a need for Sunday School 

teachers to help with all ages, children, 

youth, and adult. Perhaps you feel called to 

lead a monthly women’s or men’s Bible-

Fellowship gathering. Consider joining 

Altar Guild, an usher team, serving as a lay 

reader on Sunday mornings where needs 

are many and the witness brings joy. 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us to serve Christ in ways 

that are special and unique to each of us. July is a 

perfect time to answer the Gospel Call and be a 

witness in a variety of ways, just give me a call! 
 

As the old Gospel hymn sings,  

Jesus calls us: by your mercies, 

Savior, may we hear your call, 

give our hearts in glad obedience, 

serve and love you best of all. 
 

Peace and Joy in in Jesus Name, 
 

Pastor Wayne 
 

+ Trust Jesus + Reach Out + Serve Others + 

+ 愛耶穌 + 伸出援手 + 服務他人 + 

Portals of Prayer devotionals available 

Please pick up a free copy of the  

July-September devotional for you or a friend in 

the narthex or in the Church Library.   
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2022 English District LCMS Convention Report  

The convention took place in Ann Arbor, Michigan at 

the campus of Concordia University Ann Arbor from 

Monday, June 20 to Wednesday, June 22.  Over 170 

Pastors and Lay delegates from the various circuits 

were in attendance plus advisors, youth 

representatives, district staff and other guests.  The 

theme of the convention was “Engagement” in the 

defense of our faith. 
 

The convention opened with a divine service in the 

campus chapel with LCMS President, Matthew 

Harrison, giving the sermon.  The rest of Monday 

was spent in session where elections for Officers and 

Board of Directors occurred.  District President James 

Hardy was re-elected unopposed.  Among the Vice 

Presidents Pastor Michael Morehouse was elected the 

new Vice President for the West Region to replace 

Pastor Todd Arnold.  There were also a couple of 

resolutions introduced by standing committees that 

were voted on that evening.   The evening concluded 

with a presentation on a new Lutheran college called 

Lutheran Classical College that will be based in 

Casper, Wyoming and expects to enroll its first class 

in 2025. 
 

Tuesday opened with a short devotion followed by a 

report from LCMS President, Matthew Harrison, on 

the activities of Synod here in the United States and 

around the world.  He reported on activities in 

Livonia among Muslim converts, Africa, India and 

Taiwan.  After his presentation we voted on a couple 

more resolutions and the morning session ended with 

a speech by Army Lt. Gen. (retired) William Boykin 

on his experience of persecution for his faith while 

serving at the highest levels of the Army in the 

Pentagon.   
 

The afternoon session was taken up with various 

presentations from District staffers on Lutheran 

education in the District, the LCMS Foundation, 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund and Missions.  

There were also presentations by Concordia Plans.  

The remainder of the afternoon was spent in voting 

on several resolutions put forward by the various 

standing committees.    
 

The evening session was taken up with 

recognition for called and ordained workers who 

have served more than 25 years.  West Portal 

teachers who were recognized were Elaine Mills 

(25 years), Charlene Bruggerman-Wong, 

Margaret Finley, Dan Holt, Fred Jacob, and Carol 

Slettvedt (all 35 years), Ann Greinke (40 years), 

Janet Stechholz (45 years), Michele Boyer and 

Mary Jo Fischl (50 years), Les Morris (55 years) 

and Ruth Stresow (60 years). 
 

Wednesday morning was spent in installation of 

committee members for the next three years and 

a presentation by Jack Phillips, owner of 

Masterpiece Cakeshop, who related his 

experience of persecution for refusing to make a 

wedding cake for a same sex couple.  His case 

went all the way to the US Supreme Court where 

he won his fight for religious freedom.  

Unfortunately, he continues to be attacked by 

LBGTQ activists for holding fast to his religious 

beliefs regarding relations between sexes and 

gender identity. 
 

The convention concluded with a closing service 

in the campus chapel where the President and 

other officers were installed for their new terms 

and commemorations of the departed ordained 

ministers was performed.  District Board 

Chairman, Pastor Wayne Morton, gave the 

sermon. 
 

 Overall I enjoyed the three days greatly.  I got to 

catch up with our former Pastors, Dave Stechholz 

and Todd Arnold, about them and their families 

and what is going on at West Portal these days.  I 

was also impressed with the quality of leadership 

provided by the past and new officers and board 

members and look forward to the direction they 

will be taking the District going forward. 

Dick Bass 

Administrative Cluster Director 
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Special Church Event 

We welcome Joseph Man and Phuong Cooc to our Church community 
who were baptized on June 5, 2022. 
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Message from Margaret Finley 
WPLS Teacher, Asst. Principal, Principal, and Church Member for 45 years 

Dear Church and School Community, 
 

My heart is filled with humbleness and  

gratefulness to each of you for my “years of 

service” recognition, beautiful floral bouquet 

and monetary gift presented to me on  

Sunday, May 29th or Thursday, June 2nd. 
 

It is I who should be thanking each of you for 

the many kindnesses you have extended to 

me over these past 45 happy years and for 

allowing me the privilege of serving our fam-

ilies in various capacities in our Church and 

School. 
 

God has truly blessed me with a loving and 

caring family and a rich relationship in our 

Church and School community. I pray that  

I will be able to continue this services as the 

Lord and you will allow. 
 

I look forward to a new school year  

beginning on August 8th. My “hands” are 

always willing to do His will and work. 
 

May each of you have a happy, healthy and 

safe Summer. 
 

In Christ’s love, Margaret Finley 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Group-birthday celebration 2018 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the Principal’s Desk 
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Dear West Portal Family of Faith: 
 

 “With joy you will draw water from the wells of 

salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3） 

As the school year wrapped, it was easy to 

turn the page and start thinking about the 

next school year. Admittedly, it’s easy for 

me to get caught up in the business of doing 

and not take enough time to rest, reflect, 

and remember. Thankfully, I was blessed 

with an opportunity to take a few days to 

pause at the Gospel Coalition Women’s 

Conference in Indianapolis. In the keynote 

sessions, we focused on 7 key salvation  

stories of the Old Testament that point to 

our ultimate salvation in Jesus Christ. These 

stories are a strong indicator that our  

present joy is rooted in a past reality and a 

future hope. As we live in our present  

reality, faith is an inner certainty of things 

we cannot see that engages our will, leading 

us to act in relation to what we believe. 

Faith was at work in Abraham, Noah,  

Joshua, Rahab - and as these Old Testament 

saints show us, our God can be trusted. By 

faith we know that Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 

13:8) and we have joy in the salvation that 

has already been accomplished and the 

promise of one day when He will return.  
 

As I think again to our school’s future, I’m 

reminded that the things we cannot see are 

entrusted to God. What we cannot see 

makes us fearful or worried and sees us 

attempting our own solutions. The greatest 

barrier to our joy is asking “will He?” in 

each circumstance that feels overwhelming. 

As I remember the joy I have in my salvation, I 

pray that our vision as a school to see lives trans-

formed by the gospel is one that we together can 

undertake by faith. Together we fix our eyes of 

Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith 

(Hebrews 12:2) as we look ahead to next school 

year. 
 

Blessings in Christ, 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal  
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 C ongratulations, WPLS Class of 2022 

The members of West Portal Lutheran Church, want you to know that we 

are proud of you and that you will always be a part of the West Portal Lutheran 

family. We wish you God’s richest blessings in the years ahead, and we know 

that He will be with you every step of the way. 

West Portal Lutheran School Special Event 

8A Class Singing 

8A & 8B Valedictorians and Salutatorians 
and Miyu Hongo playing the violin. 

Interim Principal Sherise Lee 

8B Class 



 

 

WPL School 70th Anniversary 

Elaine now lives in Sevierville, TN 
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Congratulations West Portal 

Lutheran School for 70 years 

of teaching and serving 

students!  I feel privileged to 

have been a part of that 

achievement through 20 years 

as “5B’s teacher” and 6 years 

as a substitute, Teacher’s Aide 

and After-School Assistant. 

  

I was fresh out of college 

when I took a position in our school in 1981, and I 

like to say “I grew up with my students.”   While they 

were advancing in the Three R’s-plus of WPLS’s 

curriculum, I learned the textbooks, procedures and 

expectations.  My students didn’t know it, but I was 

always overwhelmed after the first day of school 

myself, which was after Mrs. Merrill’s Teacher 

Orientation. However, the students’ willingness and 

enthusiasm for life, motivated me:  I wanted this time 

together as positive as possible.   

 Because WPLS has had long-standing families go 

through our school, teachers have taught successive 

children from the same family.  What a joy that was!  

Other things that made a “home-like” experience for 

us were the looked-forward to Hot Dog Days with 

students greeting a parent who was helping out. 

Other family involvement came with the annual 

Walk-A-Thons and Sports Meets.  To make sure no 

one got bored, there were Fundraisers, (Class 5B won 

a 4-foot-long chocolate Bar), Writing and Poster 

Contests, arrival day of Scholastic Book Orders, 

classroom parties and Trunk-or-Treat.  We teachers 

worried a bit over the coming Christmas Program 

performance, but the students always rose to the 

occasion and looked their finest! 

 Weekly Chapel services were memorable and 

meaningful, a calm interval in the middle of busy 

weeks.  Many children were introduced to church 

services and the special beauty of being in a 

sanctuary.  We especially enjoyed messages that 

were accompanied by “props.” 

 Working with my colleagues was rewarding 

as well.  Whether it was planning a Field Trip, 

judging the Science Posters, sharing Art ideas or 

collaborating on Accreditation Goals, our being 

side-by-side one another made it enjoyable.  

Through the alumni group, WPS&C had the 

privilege of hearing from our graduates who’d 

entered college, began careers and formed their 

own families. 

 Uncountable individuals have traveled 

through WPLS’s doors:  students, parents, 

teachers, aides, principals, secretaries, pastors, 

church staff, vicars, and trustees.  They all have 

contributed to something larger than themselves, 

something which is indelibly etched in our 

minds, and for which I am extremely grateful.  

THANK YOU, WEST PORTAL LUTHERAN 

SCHOOL!  I was blessed by all those precious 

years with you, and I thank the Lord God for the 

opportunities you gave us all.  Elaine Mills 

During 2021, as we celebrated the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and looked forward to 

the 75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:  Elaine Mills  
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 1 Sharon Badra 

 1 Cheryl Schudel 

 1 Lawrence Fung 

 1 Abbie Pau 

 2 Rudolph Frey 

 5 Jennifer Lee 

 5 Jenna Yee 

 5 Carter Cheng 

 6 Dick Bass 

 6 Gary Presley-Nelson 

 7 Janice Hwong 

 9 Anthony Klein 

 9 Kenneth Ahn 

 9 Glenda Woo 

 9 Matthew Stranahan 

 10 Darlene Hartman 

 10 Michael Curtis 

 10 Madison Edwards 

 12 Teresa Hansen 

 10 Betty Mellencamp 

 12 Enzo Esposto 

 13 Peter Ahn 

 16 Susie Marzolf 

 17 Audrey Bass 

 18 Aileen Brasche 

 19 Deborah Ahn 

 19 Melissa Louie  

 20 Joshua Man 

 20 Cal Porter 

 22 Austin Yuen 

 22 Genevieve Park 

 23 John Rixe 

 23 Victoria Hirano 

 25 Keith Latimore 

 25 Daniel Latimore 

 25 Lorenzo Hasani 

 26 Christina Wong 

 27 Estrella Uy 

 27 Bradley Jann 

 28 Sophie Louie 

 29 Vivian Char 

 30 Kenneth Romines 

 31 Ruth Stresow 

 31 Justin Wood 

  31     Ja’Siri Loriol 

 

 

 4 Marvin Kwok & Jennie Ho 

 5 David & Kathleen Garrett 

 11 Chris & Sharon Brase 

 13 Lei Wu & Karen Street 

 16 Peter & Estrella Uy 

 18 Yu Meng & Eva Wong 

 19 James & Andrea Ohmura 

 27 Steven & Eileen Crouse 

 31 Ray & Diane Toloski 

July Birthdays and Anniversaries 

"Pray for one another" (James 5:16) 
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the 

birthdays and anniversaries list each month to hold 

up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may wish 

to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your Bible, in 

your Portals of Prayer, or in some convenient place. 

What strength we receive from Almighty God when 

we sincerely pray for one another! And in these 

“interesting times,” a call to a member wishing him/

her birthday or anniversary greetings would proba-

bly be appreciated. It’s particularly important that 

we keep in contact with each other when we’re una-

ble to meet in person. 
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Saturday, 7/2 10:00 AM Quilt Class by Darlene  

Saturday, 7/2    5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/3   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 7/3 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

Saturday, 7/9   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/10   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 7/10 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/10  11:15 AM Council Meeting 
 

 

Wednesday, 7/13 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 7/16   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/17   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 7/17 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/17 11:15 AM Elder’s Meeting 

 

Wednesday, 7/20 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 7/23   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/24   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 7/24 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Wednesday, 7/27 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 7/30   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 7/31   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 7/31 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 
 

GOD NEVER 

TAKES ONE 

ALSO. 


