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From Pastor Binz 

Hymn writer Andrew Reed has 

given us this great Pentecost 

hymn and as we move into the 

season of Pentecost in the church 

year may this be our 

encouragement. From the 

gathering recorded in Acts 2 with 

the manifestation of the Holy 

Spirit coming down upon the 

people this is God at work. And 

God continues to work in our 

lives through the word and 

sacraments and blessing us 

through the work of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

We are constantly thankful to 

God for His Son our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ who went to 

the cross to justify us and save us 

from our sinful selves. But I think 

often we forget about the 

blessings of the work of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives calling, 

gathering and enlightening all 

those who believe in the one true 

God-Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

 

Martin Luther further defines God’s 

work of the Holy Spirit in the Third 

Article of the Creed. “I believe that I 

cannot by my own reason or 

strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to him; but the Holy 

Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true 

faith.” It is not our work but God’s 

work that saves us and the Holy 

Spirit sanctifies us for the good 

works that are pleasing to God. 

 

Pentecost is known as the season of 

growth. Our faith grows and is 

nourished and fed through the 

word and through the sacraments. 

The psalmist gives us the picture of 

a tree next to water. “But his delight 

(Continued on page 2) 

Holy Spirit, Light Divine  

“Holy Spirit, light divine, Shine upon 

this heart of mine; Chase the shades of 

night away, Turn the darkness into day.”  
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Worship Schedule 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study   
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be suspended. 
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is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 

meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted 

by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 

season and whose leaf does not wither.” Psalm 

1:2,3. 

In biology we learn about the work of 

“photosynthesis” in the growth of living 

trees. In our faith lives the love of God and 

the work of the Holy Spirit through the 

means of grace-the word and the sacraments 

bring the light to us the work of the Holy 

Spirit that causes growth. As a result we bear 

fruit of the Holy Spirit, love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.” Gal. 5:22. 

 

May the Holy Spirit light Divine shine 

brightly in your lives this season of Pentecost 

now and into eternity. “Holy Spirit, joy divine, 

Cheer this saddened heart of mine; Yield a sacred, 

settled peace, Let it grow and still increase.”  

LSB 496 CPH. 

 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 
 
 

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from 

recent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert;  

Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson; 

William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s  

sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; 

Jimmy Fong, Evelyn’s Fong’s father; Frank 

Gelini;  Ted Jones; Charlotte Lew, Eva Wong’s 

sister; Josephine Lucchesi; Jan Lundquist; Susie 

Marzolf; Lee Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art 

Spleiss; Nettie Stewart, Michele Boyer’s  

mother; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski; Lisa 

Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 
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Thoughts From Pastor Kerr 

+ Trust Jesus + Reach Out + Serve Others + 

+ 愛耶穌 + 伸出援手 + 服務他人 + 
 

We are Called and Sent… So, Let’s Get Going! 
Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,  

I am sending you.” John 20:21  

 

Try to imagine what it must have been like 

on that first Easter evening as the disciples sat 

huddled together in a locked room fearing for 

their lives. Every outside sound could mean the 

soldiers would come bursting into the room any 

moment and bringing certain death. Suddenly 

Jesus is standing among them the imagined 

dark fears of what might be, were suddenly 

transformed into new life as Jesus spoke four 

simple words, “Peace be with you!” 

 But Jesus does not stop there, he commis-

sions them to leave their fears and doubts  

behind saying “As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you” to share the Good News of who Jesus is 

and the gifts of forgiveness of sins, salvation, and 

eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

 Just as Jesus sent those gathered on that first 

Easter evening out into the world we are also 

called and sent to tell others about Jesus.  The 

fact is we are no different than those first  

disciples, sharing a good news story can be 

more than a little overwhelming and when it 

comes to telling other people about our faith, 

we can suddenly find ourselves lost for words. 

Witnessing doesn't have to be a daunting pro-

spect and because there are so many ways that 

we can do it - by treating others with kindness, 

by practicing forgiveness, by speaking out 

about God's love for us - it's something that we 

can all practice habitually. 

Over the next few months, we will be look-

ing at ways to share our faith in personal and 

practical ways. Remember being an effective 

witness means we must go beyond words. Our 

actions are also an important channel for 

demonstrating our faith and the impact that 

knowing and loving God and knowing that 

we are loved by God has on our lives. Being 

effective does not mean you have to have a 

theologically rehearsed speech, just follow 

Jesus’ example and care about the person you 

are speaking with. Simple things such as a 

genuine smile and addressing someone by 

name is a great way to begin a simple conver-

sation. Introduce yourself and introduce visi-

tors to others. Consider inviting visitors to sit 

with you in worship.  

Effective witnessing is often an ongoing 

process, building trust and mutual respect 

over a lifetime. Faithful witness means not 

being afraid to fail knowing that ultimately it 

is the working of the Holy Spirit who brings 

the lost to Christ. We are just the vessel carry-

ing the Word offering hope, compassion, un-

derstanding and the unconditional love and 

forgiveness found only in our redeeming 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As with the disciples long ago, Jesus 

comes to us and blesses us with His peace, 

and He also tells us to leave the past behind 

and get into the world and share the Good 

News of what Jesus has done for us and  

others. Living daily in our baptismal grace 

Christ calls each of us and sends us out as 

His witnesses… so my WPL brothers and  

sisters trusting Jesus, reaching out and serv-

ing others, it’s time to get going! 
 

Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 
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Belated big thanks to the Altar Guild Group front row: Carol Slettvedt, Rhonda Short, Becky 

Chan, Angie Holt and back row: Ernestine Gutter, Judy Law, Darlene Hartman, Virginia Ferry 

and her grandchildren: Deanna and Billy Biermann, and Gerda Beisel.  The Ferry family  

volunteers to order, deliver and decorate the Church every year for Easter Sunday. 

EASTER SUNDAY DECORATING TEAM 
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 EASTER WREATHS  

Many thanks go to Stacey Binz and Kathleen Garrett for designing 

and making the beautiful Easter Wreaths and decorating the Church 

with the help of Ron Soper for the Easter Season. 
 



 

 

West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the Principal’s Desk 
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Dear West Portal Family of Faith: 

 A year ago, I would not have imagined my-

self back at West Portal Lutheran. Prior to 

the pandemic, I had spent 14 years in high-

er education and loved it. As the months in 

the pandemic waned on, my school, like 

many universities in the country, saw a sig-

nificant loss of international students as 

they returned home to do their classes 

online. Soon, I was tasked with letting go of 

faculty in our department and had to face 

the difficult decision of whether I would 

stay the course at my school until things im-

proved or make a pivot. 

 

Pivoting took a great deal of faith. The fa-

miliar is always comfortable and hard to 

leave. One of the greatest lessons in the 

pandemic for me has been learning the lan-

guage of lament in a difficult season of loss. 

When our lives were stilled as we sheltered 

in place, we lost a countless series of things 

- from our individual routines and a sense 

of normalcy. Perhaps hardest for me was 

losing a sense of control. As I lamented, the 

Lord called to mind that He was ever pre-

sent with me. Though I did not know what 

would come next, I knew that I needed to 

be obedient in trusting in Him for my next 

steps.  

 

I have taken those hard lessons of faith re-

fined in the pandemic to this first year at 

West Portal Lutheran. There are many days 

as principal that I feel a deep sense of inade-

quacy for the task. But that is when I recall 

that it’s not about me, but Him who is infinitely 

greater. Being back at West Portal Lutheran re-

minds me so often of the journey that God has 

me on. When I look at the children of our school, 

I am then reminded of the wonderful journey 

that God has them on. They are learning and 

growing through challenges, loss, and failure. As 

teachers, parents, and church council, we have 

been working together on a vision for our stu-

dents as follows: 

 

Students at West Portal Lutheran School will be 

transformed by the gospel and confident in their God-

given design for a purposeful life of learning, service, 

and leadership for the glory of God in our community 

and beyond.  

 

How we accomplish this as a school is comprised 

in our mission statement: 

 

West Portal Lutheran School is dedicated to educating 

and nurturing students as a whole in their faith and 

character development, social-emotional growth, and 

academic excellence in a Christ-centered environment. 

 

These statements invigorate my faith in why I am 

back at West Portal Lutheran, and are a call for 

continued trust in Him for the lives of the young 

people at our school as we look toward our next 

70 years.  

Blessings in Christ, 

 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal  
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West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the Principal’s Desk 

The 6th grade girls Basketball Team took 2nd place in 

the  CYO Championship on May 16th. 

7th & 8th Grade team took 2nd Place in the 

Knowledge Bowl at St. John Lutheran School, 

Napa on May 12th. 

5th & 6th Grade team took 3rd Place in the 

Knowledge Bowl at St. John Lutheran School, 

Napa on May 12th. 

The 8th grade girls Basketball Team took 

2nd place in the CYO Championship on 

May 19th. 
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Year-End Sausage Feast & Year Book Signing Party, Sunday, May 29th 

The Community Building Committee and the School P.T.L. hosted this party 

to close out the school year! 

West Portal Lutheran School Special Event 
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During 2021, as we celebrated the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and looked forward to 

the 75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:  Leslie (Les) Morris (1985-2021) 

WPL School 70th Anniversary 

In 1985 there were two No. 1 singles, “We Are the World” and “Say You, Say Me.” the No. 1 movie in the 

box office was “Back to the Future,” and Apple released the Macintosh computer. Mr. Morris joined the 

WPLS family and has taken many roles over the years, from teacher to principal and everything in  

between. He was raised in Seaside, Oregon and is now happily retired there.  (Continue to next page). 
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Concordia University, Nebraska presented Master 

Education Award to Leslie R. Morris on May 6, 2022 

in recognition as a Distinguished Service Lutheran 

Educator. 
 

 The Master Educator Award is presented to 

teachers, Directors of Christian Education, school  

administrators and Deaconesses who have  

distinguished themselves through prolonged superi-

or service in Lutheran educational ministry. Les  

Morris served in Lutheran schools for over 50 years 

in a variety of capacities including teacher, counselor 

and principal. He describes his life-calling as not a job 

but as “opportunities to share the amazing love of 

God and bringing glory and honor to Him.” 

 Les exemplifies ministry in all he does. His  

leadership was apparent at his call to Bethany  

Lutheran School in Menlo Park, California, in 1966. 

With racial discrimination happening at local schools, 

Les opened and affirmed path for children of all races 

to attend Bethany and for their families to participate 

in Bethany Church functions. His ministry efforts 

spread into the community through forming an adult 

tutoring program, providing food, clothing and  

shelter to those in need and starting the Lutheran  

athletic association in the area. During Les’ time at  

Bethany, the school and church adapted two Laoatian 

refugee families through Lutheran Family Services. 

The school provided the children education, English 

as a Second Language classes and essential needs for 

the families. 

 Les continued to help children succeed at his next 

call to West Portal Lutheran Church and School in 

San Francisco. His wisdom, experience and      

Christian leadership benefitted the school and  

especially the Asian community. Les provided 36 

years of service to an ever growing school through 

a variety of roles including principal, interim  

principal, classroom teacher, student and family 

counselor, community builder, yearbook advisor, 

accreditation leader and committee organizer. 

 In recognizing Les as a master educator,  

Concordia University, Nebraska praises God for 

providing all who dedicate themselves to educa-

tion. We are pleased to bestow upon  

Leslie R. Morris the Master Educator Award. 

Christy Wood-WPLS alumni, who held 
an Asst. Principal position for 15 years at 
WPLS. 

In attendance: Les’ brothers  John & Crayton, sister-in-law 

Dona, family friends -Diane Neal & Joe Martinez, &  

colleagues from WPL: Mickey Angerman, Dorothy Praeger, 

Christy and Katie Wood. 
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1Faye Close 

 1 Kaitlyn Michaud 

 2 Grace Man 

 2 Wayne Kerr 

 2 Olivia Leung 

 3 Santino Bartholemew 

 5 Dona Fuchiwaki 

 5 Michaelyn Miyagishima 

 6 Twilight Reyes 

 7 Sebastian Brase 

 7 Linda Chao 

 9 Kelsey Parnian 

 10 Aaron Wendt 

 11 Anna Porter 

 11 Sierra Wang 

 12 Elaine Mills 

 12 Stacy Ohmura 

 13 Lonnie Yee 

 13 Lindsay Woolward 

 15 Walter Lew 

 15 Khalil Huey 

 17 Elle Arikawa 

 17 Jan Lundquist 

 17 Bill Primozic 

 17 Aevlyn Toscano 

 18 Kaylen Canardo 

 18 James Cheeseborough III 

 19 Charlene  

  Bruggemann-Wong 

 20 Sherie Wong 

 24 Grace Yuen 

 24 Linda Wade 

 24 Kimberly Yee 

 24 Evelyn Shadel 

 25 Kit Ma 

 25 Joshua Young 

 26 George Moore 

 26 Margaret Twomey 

 26 Eileen Crouse 

 27 Noah Stofferahn 

 28 Lee Rampage 

 29 Kimberly Lew 

 29 Leonna Hutchinson 

 30 Eric Jung 

 30 Jason Wendt 

 

 1 Edward & Naomi Ray 

 7 James & Cheryl Wong 

 12 Erik & Teresa Hansen 

 14 Pastor Wayne & Marilyn 

Kerr 

 17 Ray & Kathy Holstead 

 17 Will Ji & Lauren Jann 

 17 Ronald & Brenda 

Rumbaugh 

 19 Brian & Margaret Twomey 

 21 Gary & Betty Lee 

 21 Raman & Christine  

  Edwards 

 24 John Hoch & Elissa Choun 

 29 Gerald & Jennifer Char 

 29 Edgar & Michele Boyer 

 30 Philip & Shirly Go 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries 

"Pray for one another" (James 5:16) 
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the birthdays and anniversaries list each month to 

hold up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may wish to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your 

Bible, in your Portals of Prayer, or in some convenient place. What strength we receive from Almighty 

God when we sincerely pray for one another! And in these “interesting times,” a call to a member 

wishing him/her birthday or anniversary greetings would probably be appreciated. It’s particularly 

important that we keep in contact with each other when we’re unable to meet in person. 
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Wednesday, 6/1 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Thursday, 6/2   7:00 PM Baccalaureate Service and Graduation-Scottish Rite 

Saturday, 6/4 10:00 AM Quilt Class-Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, 6/4   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/5   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 6/5 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/5 11:15 AM Elder’s Meeting 

 

Wednesday, 6/8 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 6/11   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/12   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 6/12 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/12 11:15 AM Voter’s Assembly 
 

 

Wednesday, 6/15 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 6/18   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/19   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 6/19 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

 

Wednesday, 6/22 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 6/25   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/26   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 6/26 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 6/26 11:15 AM Altar Guild’s Meeting 
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Coming soon . . . The 2022 Church Address Directory! 
 

Before we print it, however, May and Angie would like to be sure it’s as  
accurate as possible. If you’ve had a change of address, phone number, email 
address, etc., please use this form to let us know. Just fill in any information 
that has changed and leave the form in the offering plate, in May’s or Angie’s 
mailbox in the mailroom, or if it’s easier, just email the changes to  
admin.church@ wplsf.com 
 
Much has changed this past year so if you could help us by updating your in-
formation, we would appreciate it. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Name 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Email Addres 


