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From Pastor Binz 

For over five-hundred years the 
sound of the hammer blow still  
reverberates into the church today. 
Martin Luther wasn’t saying  
anything new when he posted the 
ninety-five thesis on the castle 
church door at Wittenberg. He was 
holding on to the word of God that 
over and over says that we are 
saved by the grace of God not by 
our works. It was the church that 
distorted that word and Luther was 
just bringing back to light the truth 
of God’s word. 
 

We are a confessional church and 
what that means is that we believe 
that what is written in the confes-
sions is a true exposition of the 
word of God. And in our church 
there is a saying that the church  
either stands or it falls of the article 
of justification (Art. IV) Augsburg 
confession.  
 

“Our churches teach that people can-
not be justified before God by their 
own strength, merits, or works.  
People are freely justified for Christ’s 
sake, through faith, when they believe 
that they are received into favor and 
that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s 
sake. By His death, Christ made satis-
faction for our sins. God counts this 
faith for righteousness in His sight.” 
 

I love this time of year when the 
fall colors start arriving. A remind-
er that it is harvest time soon. In 
scripture harvest is a reminder of 
the last day when Christ returns 
and the final harvest will be carried 
out.  
 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore to send workers 
into his harvest field.”  

(Continued on page 2) 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith-and this not from your-

selves, it is the gift of God-not by 

works, so that no one can boast.”  

Ephesians 2:8-9. 
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Worship Schedule 
 

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

9:00 AM Sunday School - Sanctuary 

9:00 AM Sunday Adult Bible Study - Parish Hall 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

200 Sloat Boulevard, San Francisco CA 94132 

(415) 661-0242 
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Rev. J. Wayne Kerr, Associate Pastor 
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We know we are saved by God’s grace but 
there is work to be done in the kingdom of 
God. There are many who still don’t know 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and if we 
don’t tell them who will? 
 
I’ve never been to the upper east-coast  
during this time of year. I have heard that 
the fall colors are beautiful and the sights 
really are breathtaking. Maybe this is the 
way God looks at his creation, not the trees 
that turn colors this time of year, but rather 
us. The people of his creation whom he 
wants to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. As baptized believ-
ers in Christ Jesus we can be the ones who 
can help those who feel like their lives are 
dormant or not producing any fruit. Maybe 
a word of encouragement and hope that we 
are saved by the grace of God and God’s 
love and forgiveness are ours because of Je-
sus Christ. 
 
May this reformation promise still ring true 
today.  “A Mighty Fortress is Our God, you ask 
who this might be? The Lord of hosts is He, 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son 
adored. He holds the field victorious.” LSB 657. 

 
 Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Binz 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those 

who are ill, homebound, or recovering from re-

cent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert; Paul Brase;  

Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Lois Carlson;  

William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister

-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin;   

Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s father; Frank Gelini, 

Ted Jones, Jan Lundquist, Susie Marzolf;  

Lee Rampage; Sigrid Rogge; Art Spleiss; Nettie 

Stewart, Michele Boyer’s mother; Ruth Stresow, 

Lisa Westermann; Marilyn Wong. 
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West Portal Lutheran Church Event 

Lee children and WPL students: 

Jennifer & twins Michael & Lucas baptized on September 25th. 
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West Portal Lutheran School: 

News from the Principal’s Desk 

Dear West Portal Lutheran Family of Faith, 
 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and  

beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience, bearing with one another 

and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiv-

ing each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

also must forgive. (Colossians 3:12–13) 
 

For the month of October, our focus as a 

school is on kindness and empathy. The Apos-

tle Paul refers to kindness as something that 

we need to “put on.” There is an intentionality 

that comes with demonstrating kindness. 

Kindness comes with a denial of self (humility 

and meekness) and true  

forgiveness of other people.  
 

What would it look like to raise up children 

who are kind in a world that everyday sees 

prejudice, hatred, and violence? One of our 

schoolwide learning outcomes is to see our stu-

dents become caring citizens - developing compas-

sion for others and the world around them. It 

starts with small things within the school day, 

from picking up our trash, working with our 

group members collaboratively, including our 

classmates in our playtime, and choosing not to 

speak poorly of others.  
 

Our student ambassadors are learning right now 

about the “mirror effect” and how those who  

follow us will mirror how we are. Thankfully it is 

the Lord who has first demonstrated His kindness 

to us, and as we mirror Him, we mirror to the 

world the greatness of His kingdom. 

Blessings in Christ, 
 

Sherise Lee 

Interim Principal 

 5th Graders Sang:  

O Sing to the Lord 

during Sept. 25th 

Church Service 



 

 

PAGE 5 PORTAL 
PAGE 5 PORTALIGHT 

 Trunk or Treat  

Save the date for TRUNK OR TREAT on Sunday, October 30th!  
 

This is a family event. There will be games and crafts in the Gym. The parking lot 

will be closed to provide an opportunity for trick or treating at the trunks of various 

cars in the lot. Sound like fun? Here’s how you can help:  
 

 We need candies to give out as prizes during the games and to  

 supplement the trick or treat candy in the trunks. Bags of wrapped candy may be 

left in the church office.  
 

 We need volunteers who are willing to park their cars in the parking lot, open up 

their car trunks, and distribute candy to the trick or  

     treaters.  
 

 Help is also needed to set-up, run games, supervise the craft tables. 
 

 Want to help or have questions? Please contact Sherise Lee at (415) 665-6330 or 

email sherise.lee@wplsf.com. 
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During 2021, as we celebrated the 70th anniversary of  West Portal Lutheran School and looked forward to 

the 75th Anniversary, we have asked a number of former students, faculty, staff and friends to share their  

memories of WPL School. This month we feature:   Beatrice Ammann Priest (1981-1990) 

70th Anniversary of WPL School 

I feel truly honored that West Portal Lutheran 
Church (WPLC) Secretary Angie Holt approached 
me this past summer to write a Portalight article 
to add to the official 71st Anniversary of West  
Portal Lutheran School we are celebrating this 
very month of October! What a fabulous school  
I was blessed to attend from Kindergarten 
through 8th grade from 1981-1990! 

 
Allow me to invite you to journey with me from 
1981 until the present highlighting some memora-
ble times I experienced at WPLS: 

 
1981-As a Kindergartner,  
I instantly fell in love with 
then Assistant Principal  
Margaret Finley who to this 
very day is like family to my 
older sister Tanya (Class of 
1986) and our parents. Tanya 
had Mr. George Moore as her 
4th grade Teacher and his 
kindness, guitar playing, and  

singing made all of us want to sing along! 
 
1982-3- As a 1st & 2nd Grader I tremendously  
enjoyed the Sunset Campus’s huge concrete  
playground where many of us jump roped and 
played double Dutch and a fun classroom game 
of kickball and T ball! There was a really fun ice 
cream parlor around the corner and a few blocks 
down from the Campus where you could spin a 
wheel and it chose the crazy flavor combinations 
of ice cream for you and you could even win a 
sugar cone with one scoop on the house! I didn't 
have a chance to take the bus or drive over 
to 3138 Noriega Street yet, but I went online and 
happily found out that the "Polly Ann Ice 
Cream" store still exists since 1955! Make sure to 
spin the wheel in case you find it difficult to 
choose an ice cream flavor out of the 50 they 
have each day :)  

1984-As a 3rd Grader with Mrs. Niebolt, all  
students memorized the names of all of the then 
40 Presidents, with a special rhyme. To this very 
day, I can recite the first 16 Presidents without a 
mistake from Washington to Lincoln and I aim to 
relearn the names of President #17-46 by heart. 
 
1986-As a 4th Grader with Mrs. Linda Triano,  
I learned to control my frustration that my  
parents decided to move from my childhood 
home to a larger home only blocks away so that 
Tanya & I could have our own rooms. Mrs.  
Triano showed me much grace and patience. 
 
1987-As a 5th Grader with Mrs. Ann Bryant,  
I learned how fun a multi-activity classroom 
could be! Mrs. Bryant separated the classroom 
into a group reading nook in the center of the 
room, a math zone, a science zone, etc. and stu-
dents of groups of 5 rotated around the room 
each day I believe! We had our pet hamster or 
fish and plants that we all took care of each week.  
 
1988-As a 6th Grader with Mr. Les Morris,  
I learned about everything under the sun since  
Mr. Morris taught us 6th graders all subjects! We 
didn’t switch classrooms to learn different  
subjects as WPLS 6-8th Graders do now. 
 
1988-1990 as a 7-8th Grader with Mrs. Carol 
Cordero Slettvedt as my Math & Religion Teacher 
and Choir Director, Mr. Dan Holt as my Social 
Studies Teacher, Mrs. Charlene Bruggemann-
Wong as my English Teacher, Mr. David Lewis as 
my Science Teacher, Pastor Art Frese as Cate-
chism Teacher, Mrs. Doris Gelini as my Toastmas-
ters Teacher, Mrs. Margaret Finley as my Sunday 
School Teacher, and Mr. Dan Holt as my Youth 
Group Director, I flourished at WPLS! 

 
(Continued on page 7) 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3138+Noriega+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
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September 1990-June 1994: I attended Lowell 
High School with Ronald Wong, WPLS Alumni  
Committee Chair, and about 12 other incoming 
WPLS Alumni with many more WPLS Alumni  
already studying at Lowell ahead of us such as 
Cliff Wong and Traci Chu. 
 
As stated on our school’s website, the West  
Portal Lutheran School Alumni share a special 
bond of having experienced character develop-
ment, social-emotional growth, and academic 
excellence in a Christ-centered environment. 
All of us WPLS Alumni grew into young adults 
at the various High Schools we attended and 
continuously look back and thank our  
heavenly Father and the WPL Teachers and 
Faculty for sharing their compassionate love 
and academic wisdom to make us the  
all-around caring humans we are today!  

 

Alumni 

West Portal Lutheran 

School Alumni share a 

special bond of having 

experienced character  

development, social-

emotional growth, and 

academic excellence in a 

Christ-centered environ-

ment.  We are proud of 

over 4,000 WPL Wildcats 

who have graduated and 

are now contributing to 

their communities with 

each of their unique  

God-given talents.    

 

Beatrice’s Bio from the WPL Website and  

September Issue of Portalight: 

Beatrice Ammann Priest is a first -year 6th Grade 

Homeroom Teacher and was raised in SF by her  

parents who immigrated from Switzerland. She 

attended WPL from K-8, Lowell High School, and UC 

San Diego to obtain her urban planning undergradu-

ate degree. While working for the Presidio Trust, Mrs. 

Priest volunteered as a WPL Sunday School Teacher to 

6th graders from 1999-2003. In August 2000, Beatrice 

met and fell in love with WPL’s Vicar Jonathan Priest 

who was a Pastor for St. John the Evangelist Lutheran 

Church in Brooklyn, NY from 2002-2014 and also  

Trinity Lutheran Church in Seattle, WA from 2014- 

2022, while Beatrice taught Sunday School for elemen-

tary children and their daughter Evelyn, born in 2012. 

While studying for her master’s in urban planning at 

Hunter College in Manhattan in 2005, Mrs. Priest 

taught hands-on urban planning to 5th grade students, 

in lieu of their history class. She later became a substi-

tute teacher in between administrative jobs for Martin 

Luther School in Queens, NY and at Concordia  

Lutheran School in Seattle, WA. Mrs. Priest adores 

spending time in nature, which she believes is God’s 

gift for our souls. She loves this quote from Plato: “Do 

not train children to learning by force and harshness, 

but direct them to it by what amuses their minds, so 

that you may be better able to discover with accuracy 

the peculiar bent of the genius of each.” 
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Saturday, 10/1 10:00 AM Quilt Class-Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, 10/1    5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/2   9:00 AM Sunday School-Sanctuary to Janssen Hall 

Sunday, 10/2   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/2 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 10/5 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 10/8   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/9   9:00 AM Sunday School-Sanctuary to Janssen Hall 

Sunday, 10/9   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/9 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 10/12 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 10/15   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/16   9:00 AM Sunday School-Sanctuary to Janssen Hall 

Sunday, 10/16   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/16 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 10/19 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 10/22   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/23   9:00 AM Sunday School-Sanctuary to Janssen Hall 

Sunday, 10/23   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/23 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/23 11:15 AM Voters’ Assembly 

Sunday, 10/23 12:15 AM Church Council 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 10/26 11:00 AM Midweek Bible Class 

Saturday, 10/29   5:00 PM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/30   9:00 AM Sunday School-Sanctuary to Janssen Hall 

Sunday, 10/30   9:00 AM Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/30 10:00 AM Worship Service-Lord’s Supper 

Sunday, 10/30 11:15 AM Altar Guild Meeting-Library 

Sunday, 10/30 11:15 AM Elders’ Meeting-Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, 10/30 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Trunk or Treat, - Sloat Parking Lot 

 



 

 

"Pray for one another" (James 5:16) 
Let us follow this command of God's Word. Use the birthdays and anniversaries list each month to hold 

up one another to the Lord in prayer. You may wish to keep this list on your refrigerator, in your Bible, 

in your Portals of Prayer, or in some convenient place. What strength we receive from Almighty God 

when we sincerely pray for one another! And in these “interesting times,” a call to a member wishing 

him/her birthday or anniversary greetings would certainly be appreciated. It’s particularly important 

that we keep in contact with each other these days. 
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 1 Steven Toloski 

  1 Ted Jones 

 1 Nami Murata 

  2 Brandon Wong 

 2 Kathleen Chon 

 3 Ryan Aymard 

 3 Rebecca Kang 

 3 Barron Ungson 

 5 Rev. Jonathan Priest 

 6 Kristie Tom 

 7 Rebecca Chan 

 7 Art Jann 

 7 Sarah Stofferahn 

  8 Diane Toloski 

  8 Keith Tom 

  8 Elizabeth Klein 

  8 Clifford Wong 

  9 Michael Mason 

 9 Bella Nulph 

 9 Eric Pang 

 10 James Lee 

 10 Quinn Patrick 

 11 Lai Ching Choy 

 11 Caprice Hong 

 12 Sherisse Hutchinson 

 13 Chloe Cheng 

 14 Justin Lew 

 15 Virginia Rumbaugh 

 16 Terry Kitagawa 

 17 Gary Lee 

 17 Kyle Chao 

 17 Mable Mai 

 17 May Wong 

 18 Stanley Tom 

 18 Virginia Ferry 

 19 Deanna Biermann  

 21 Denver Wade 

 21 Kimberly Wong 

 22 Gerda Beisel 

 24 Alexander Yeh 

 26 Tom Wedergren 

 27 Grace Tsai 

 28 Andrea Ohmura 

 28 Kimberly Wendt 

 29 Lauren Jann 

 30 Celine Yon 

 30 Currie Li 

 31 King Wai Parnian 

 31 Amy Hartman 

 31 Kurt Schober 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 Javier & Brittney Rosas 

 2 Edward & Betty Wong 

 10 Gordon Shiozaki & Dona 

Fuchiwaki 

 12 Waily & Cynthia Tom 

 15 Walter & Sophie Louie  

 16 Anton & Sylvia Mrabe 

 19 Michael & Melinda 

Miyagishima 

 19 Michael & Maggie Aymard 

 22 Paul & Eugenia Kolsanoff 

 22 Kevin Chan & Helen Hsu 

 25 Ken Li & Mable Mai 

 28 Ricky Liu & Jennie Fong 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
 

This month 505 years ago, Martin Luther posted his 95 these on the castle 

church door in Wittenberg. Martin Luther was the first pastor of what has  

become known as Lutheranism, or the Evangelical Christian Church. Luther 

believed in a return to the Word of God as written in the Holy Bible, with his 

simple statement of Solo Gratia, Solo Fide, Solo Scriptura.....  Through this, 

Martin Luther was able to recognize the grace of God as a loving provider, 

who should be thanked for the creation and gifts He bestows on us every day,  

beginning with the gift of life. Martin Luther brought the Word of God to the 

people by publishing the Bible in the common language, from the "vulgate", so 

they could directly read the Word of God. Through this emphasis on God's 

Word, he returned focus in the church to justification by faith in Christ and  

revitalized the community of faith in Europe, and the world ~ catalyzing what 

has become known as the Reformation. 

 

This month marks a time of special observance and recognition for the mission 

and evangelism done by pastors, as they bring the Word of God and the good 

news of His love, forgiveness, grace and new life through Christ. We are 

thankful for the unceasing work Pastor Binz, Pastor Kerr, and all others who 

bring this message of God to our community, our state, country and the world. 

God's commandment to go to all nations and make disciples is embodied by 

the faithful diligence and inspiring dedication, and joy, with which our pastors 

here are serving. We thank God for the blessings of our pastors and all who 

serve us here at West Portal Lutheran Church and School. 

 

WPL Church Council 
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Reformation Banner 
 
During the month of October and in preparation for 
Reformation Sunday, we will display our Reformation banner 
which features the Luther Seal. Each component and color of 
the seal has a specific meaning: 
 
 The black cross reminds us we are saved from sin because 

Jesus died on the cross. 

 The red heart reminds us we live because Jesus shed His 
blood for us. Our faith in Him has saved us. 

 The white rose reminds us that our faith gives us joy, 
comfort, and peace. White is to remind us that this is peace 
like the angels enjoy. 

 The blue background reminds us of the sky and the hope 
that we will one day meet Jesus in heaven. 

 The gold circle is precious; it reminds us of heaven’s 
endless joy. A circle is an endless shape. 
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October 30th 


