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Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost October 1, 2023

G %y
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10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come to worship with us
this morning. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy and hope as
we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or visitor with
us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz or Rev. Jonathan
Priést and sign our guest book. We look forward to having you worship
with us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher Rev. Jonathan Priest
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder Alex Lew
Organist Amy Kao
6B Teacher Andrew Bailey
Lectors Moses Chiu, Evelyn Priest
Ushers Dick Bass, Stanley Tom,

Philip Go, Chris Brase

Altar Guild Margaret Finley, Carol Slettvedt,

Gerda Beisel, Viviana Soper

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given by Ernestine Gutter in
loving memory of her husband, Andrew Gutter, Sr. whose birthday was
on October 2nd. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. John 3:16
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Divine Service, Setting Four

Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Stand

OPENING HYMN  Come, Thou Almighty King

1

Come, Thou almighty King,

Help us Thy name to sing;
Help us to praise;

Father all-glorious,

O’er all victorious,

Come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.

Come, Thou incarnate Word,

Gird on Thy mighty sword;
Our prayer attend.

Come and Thy people bless,

And give Thy Word success,

And let Thy righteousness
On us descend.

Come, holy Comforter,

Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour!

Thou, who almighty art,

Now rule in ev’ry heart,

And ne’er from us depart,
Spirit of pow’r.

To Thee, great One in Three,
Eternal praises be
Hence evermore!
Thy sov’reign majesty
May we in glory see,
And to eternity
Love and adore.

LSB 905

Public domain



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

Amen.

(P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

(P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
The Lorp lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the
ground.

Praise the Lorp! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

(P}  The Lorp builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of

Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
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(P]  He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of
them their names.

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his
understanding is beyond measure.

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P}  The Lorp lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the
ground.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
fH | ,
A — iip__ i H— N = I e
I — T — 4 ——— T S —— 1
3] T A— o [ 4 »
Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
0 | | , , | . ’
| A T T T | = | ] [l T 1 T T T 1

|
| T l; T I |
I:% I —  — I Lz e E— < —— —— A—
oJ 1 —~] [
We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,

- 1
I I I —

;
| T
| CT | 1 1
r 1 | gl T 1 [ |
= I F— - ® I — —— |
e f r 4

[ — 4
Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray. Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the
place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your
Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into
all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live,
declares the Lord Gop, this proverb shall no more be used by you in
Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .

“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O
house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not
just? When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and
does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he
shall die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wicked-
ness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save
his life. Because he considered and turned away from all the trans-
gressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.
Yet the house of Israel says, ‘“The way of the Lord is not just.” O
house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not
just?

“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one ac-
cording to his ways, declares the Lord Gop. Repent and turn from all
your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all
the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For |
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord Gob; so
turn, and live.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Philippians 2:1-13

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, com-
plete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and be-
stowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now,
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in
you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-27

Lector: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the el-
ders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this au-
thority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if
you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do
these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heav-
en or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not be-
lieve him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for
they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what au-
thority I do these things.”

Lector:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON HYMN Christ Is Our Cornerstone LSB 912

1 Christ is our cornerstone,
On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone
The courts of heav’n are filled.
On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace
And joys above.

2 Here may we gain from heav’n

The grace which we implore,

And may that grace, once giv’n,
Be with us evermore

Until that day
When all the blest
To endless rest

Are called away.

-8-



Stand
3

Sit

Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long,
That glorious name. Public domain

SERMON “The Mind of Christ”

Stand

Text: Philippians 2:1-13

NICENE CREED

All:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suf-
fered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Bap-
tism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:
(P] Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit

TITHES AND OFFERING

Please fill out a Welcome-Worship Registration Card (in the
pew rack) and place it in the offering plate. Please read and fill out the
Communion Registration side of this card if you will be partaking of the
Lord's Supper.

MUSICAL OFFERING

GRADE 6B SINGS  Children of Heavenly Father

Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Be-
cause He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

-10-



SANCTUS
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving
tree for all who trust in Him.

(P) We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in
His body and blood.

(P] Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead

-11-



us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
() Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (6} Lord, we  pray.

Sit
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DISTRIBUTION
Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to re-
ceive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration
side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card. If communing,
please sign both sides of the card and either hand it to an usher
when you go up to commune or place it in the collection plate dur-
ing the Offering.

The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. White grape juice is provided in the
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable
to consume wine.

If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in
your pew.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348

1 The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.

2 Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn
When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death
Despite the rage of foes.

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.

5 The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings! Public domain

-13-



Stand
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P] Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. _14-



Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB 803

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love!

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain

Call us to rejoice in Thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Joyful, we by grace are Thine! Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS October 1, 2023

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Binz is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on Wednes-
day mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you would
be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact Pastor Binz,
pastorcbinz(@ wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the link for

joining the class.
Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fellow-
ship Hall.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e Portals of Prayer for October-December

e October PortaLight

o  Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hear-
ing devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices
for the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service
PLEASE return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Matthew 21:26 — “But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the
crowd...” Foolish Pharisees! They fear men more than they fear God,
and so they miss out on the great blessing of knowing Jesus and His
love. All our sins are like this: we fear something more than we fear
God. And how foolish that is! Just think of the blessings we miss out on
whenever we place our fear or trust in something other than God.

-16-



West Portal Lutheran
= Church & School =—

Children are a heritage Jesus said, “Let the little
from the Lord... children come to me...”
Psalms 127:3 Matthew 19:14

invites all students (K-8)
to join us for

,(4 ! 3 < N = § \
Sunday School
every Sunday
beginning August 20, 2023

When: Sundays 9-10 AM

Parents invited to join adult bible class 9-10AM
Families invited to join Sunday Worship 10-11 AM

Where: 200 Sloat Blvd / San Francisco
For more information, please contact:

Edward and Rebecca Chan
outreach@wplsf.com

Church Office
415-661-0242
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Confirmation at West Portal Lutheran

LUTHER'S
SMALL

el A practical
guide for daily
Christian life.

IS

What: Religious training in the basics of the Christian faith

When: Thursdays, beginning September 21, 2023, 3:30 — 4:30 pm
Who: 6" 7" and 8th graders

Commitment: September through March. Two years, 6" to 8"
grade. 8th graders this year can complete in one year.

Those who complete the 2-year confirmation class be-
come communicant members of WPL church and can
take communion with the congregation.

Books are provided and classes are being offered for FREE!

We will meet in the church library immediately after school dis-
missal.

Questions? Contact Pastor Binz at 415-661-0242 x222 if you
have any questions or concerns. pastorcbinz@wplsf.com.




West Portal Lutheran
Church & School

¥

S NSUN, 0CT 29 | 4:00-6:00 M SRS

BAMES - CANDY - FUN - FOOD TRUBK

SEGAT CAMPUS | 200 SLOAT BLYD L
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WPL Church Parking Lot
Sunday, October 29, 4:00—6:00 PM

The school children of West Portal Lutheran will meet in the church
parking lot for a safe Halloween gathering. If you cannot attend, you
can help by bringing wrapped candies to the church office to give to
the children.

REFORMATION BANNER

During the month of October and in preparation
for Reformation Sunday, we will display our
Reformation banner which features the Luther
Seal. Each component and color of the seal has a
specific meaning:

e The black cross reminds us we are saved from sin because Jesus
died on the cross.

e The red heart reminds us we live because Jesus shed His blood for
us. Our faith in Him has saved us.

e The white rose reminds us that our faith gives us joy, comfort, and
peace. White is to remind us that this is peace like the angels
enjoy.

o The blue background reminds us of the sky and the hope that we
will one day meet Jesus in heaven.

o The gold circle is precious; it reminds us of heaven’s endless joy.
A circle is an endless shape.

220-




Voters’ Assembly—October 22, 2023

All Church Members are invited to come to any Voters' As-
sembly meeting. You can become a voting member when
you attend two meetings within one year; your membership
will continue if you attend at least one meeting during the
following two years.

The next regular Voters' Assembly meeting will be Sunday,
October 22, after the 11:00AM Service. Voters’ Infor-
mation Packets will be available on the weekend of October
14. We encourage you to attend this meeting.

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Barbara Basso, Vir-
ginia Ferry’s family friend; Elfriede Bonfert; Paul Brase; Charlene
Bruggemann-Wong; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister
-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn
Fong’s father; Karen Goeglien, Bob Bok’s cousin; Ted Jones; Carolyn
Landgrebe, Margaret Finley’s sister; Jan Lundquist; Susie Marzolf;
George Mogyorossy, Gilbert Mogyorossy’s father; Sigrid Rogge; Art
Spleiss, Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Cheryl Wong; Marilyn
Wong; Franklin Yee.
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CALENDAR

SUNDAY (10/1)

9:00AM Bible Class
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice
MONDAY (10/2)

6:30PM  Girl Scout Adult Leader Meeting
WEDNESDAY (10/4)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class

7:00PM  Boy Scout Meeting
THURSDAY (10/5)

7:00PM  Cub Scout Meeting
SATURDAY (10/7)

5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

NEXT WEEK:
SUNDAY (10/8)
9:00AM Bible Class
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice
MONDAY (10/9)
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY
Church Office & School are closed.
6:30PM  Girl Scout Adult Leader Meeting
WEDNESDAY (10/11)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
7:00PM  Boy Scout Meeting
SATURDAY (10/14)
10:00AM  Quilt Class
5:00PM Partners in Faith Worshiip
Service
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Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service

In Person .........cooceveenne, 17
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person ........ccoevevernnne 63
On-Ling ...ccoovvvvveenrirnnn. 66
Total ....ccovunvvnrennne 146
Communed Saturday ............... 14
Communed Sunday ................. 58
Sunday Bible Class ............ 14

Wednesday Bible Class......13
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West Portal Lutheran
= Cliuerels £ School =——

Worship Services
Saturday, 5:00PM
Sunday, 10:00AM

Bible Classes
Wednesday, 11:00AM
Sunday, 9:00AM

Sunday School
Sunday, 9:00AM

CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
WWW.
westportallutheran.org

SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330

Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com

Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor

Ms. Sherise Lee,
Principal

Mrs. Sherilyn Jew,
Assistant to the Principal-
Teaching, Learning, Curriculum

Ms. Amy Kao
Mousic Director
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