


Third Sunday After The Epiphany January 21, 2024
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WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz and
sign our guest book. We look forward to having you worship with us
again.

SERVING YOU TODAY

Preacher & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder Ron Soper
Organist Amy Kao
Lectors Edward & Rebecca Chan
Greeters Ernestine Gutter, Margaret Finley
Ushers Hiroaki Murata & Megumi Amano,

Rhonda Short, Rev. Jonathan Priest
Altar Guild Rebecca Chan, Angie Holt,

Rhonda Short, Carol Slettvedt

AS WE GATHER

Can’t somebody else do it? Those words and thoughts often come to our
minds and out of our mouths when being asked to do something we’d
rather not do. It happens in our work and jobs, it happens in homes and
families, and it even happens within the church. It happened to Jonah
when the Lord told him to go to Nineveh. Today we hear the second
time God called to Jonah, telling him to again go to a place he’d rather
not go. There are many times we hear things in Scripture we’d rather not
hear when it comes to difficult things. Can’t somebody else do it?
Instead of that thought entering our minds, may we instead be reminded
of God’s continued promises and presence with us in whatever we do in
faith, and wherever we are called to go—even to our own Ninevehs.



Divine Service, Setting One
Lutheran Service Book, page 151

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Stand

OPENING HYMN
Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

1

Lord Jesus Christ, be present now;
Our hearts in true devotion bow.

Your Spirit send with light divine,
And let Your truth within us shine.

Unseal our lips to sing Your praise

In endless hymns through all our days.

Increase our faith and light our minds;

And set us free from doubt that blinds.

Then shall we join the hosts that cry,
“O holy, holy Lord Most High!”
And in the light of that blest place
We then shall see You face to face.

All glory to the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,

Be praise throughout eternity!

LSB 902

Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.



)

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

®

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT

From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LorD
is to be praised!
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORrD, praise
the name of the LORD!

Blessed be the name of the LorD from this time forth and

forevermore!
The Lorb is high above all nations, and his glory above the
heavens!
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(P} He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the
ash heap,

to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his
people.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P] From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the
LoRb is to be praised!
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast
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join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Swanza 4
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Final Refrain
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®) Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon
our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal
and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, say-
ing, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the
message that I tell you.” So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according
to the word of the Lorp. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city,
three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going a
day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for
a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of
them. . ..

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil
way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them,

and he did not do it.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown
very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they
had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy
as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the world as
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world
is passing away.

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:14-20

(P)  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming
the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you
become fishers of men.” And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets.
And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in
the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

(P)  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit

SERMON HYMN
O Christ, Our True and Only Light LSB 839

1 O Christ, our true and only light,
Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice
And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace
The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3 O gently call those gone astray
That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed
In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

4 Shine on the darkened and the cold;
Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart;
Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

5 That they with us may evermore
Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv’n
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. Public domain

SERMON “Nineveh? You cannot be serious!”
Text: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Stand

NICENE CREED
All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
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Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will
have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

(Pl  Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit
TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out a Welcome-Worship Registration Card (in the
pew rack) and place it in the offering plate. Please read and fill out the
Communion Registration side of this card if you will be partaking of the
Lord's Supper.
MUSICAL OFFERING
CHOIR SINGS Let’s Sing About God’s Love

Stand
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
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(P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -

san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
es, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *}+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

(P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al -

A - men
AGNUS DEI
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Sit
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DISTRIBUTION
Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to receive
the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration side of
our Welcome-Worship Registration Card. If communing, please
sign both sides of the card and either hand it to an usher when you
go up to commune or place it in the collection plate during the Of-
fering.

The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. White grape juice is provided in the
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable
to consume wine.

If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please let
the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in your
pew.

HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,

Follow His example pure,

Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.

Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,

Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus

And with patience bear our cross.

Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.

Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy

Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.
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3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die,
There to live with You on high.

2

4 Let us also live with Jesus.

He has risen from the dead

That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,

Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110000549
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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-16-



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
o)
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN
O God of God, O Light of Light LSB 810

1 O God of God, O Light of Light,

O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To you in heaven’s glory bright

The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne,

The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won,

All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.



2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page,

And grand in poets’ wingéd word,
Slowly in type, from age to age

The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night

Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!”
Sung once by firstborn sons of light,

It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen.

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love,

That death so steeped in hate and scorn—
These all are past, and now above

He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates!

So sang that host beyond our ken.
Lift up your heads, your King awaits.

We lift them up. Amen, amen.

4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song,

And shout His name, His mercies tell!

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong,
And all on earth, your anthem swell!

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain!
Forever let the song ascend!

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign,
All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS January 21,2024

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Binz is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on Wednes-
day mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you would
be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact Pastor Binz,
pastorcbinz@ wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the link for

joining the class.
Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fellow-
ship Hall.

Children's Sunday School -All children in grades K-8 are invited to
join us each week as we learn more about God through His Word, the
Holy Bible. Each Sunday children first gather in the Church Sanctuary
at 9:00 a.m. and then go to the Church Library. At 9:55 a.m. all chil-
dren are picked up at the Church Library. If you have questions please
contact Edward and Rebecca Chan at outreach@wplsf.com

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

o Portals of Prayer for January — March

e January PortaLight

e  Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of some-
one who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—
the order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are
printed in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hear-
ing devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices
for the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service
PLEASE return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Mark 1:14-15 — “Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”” To repent means to turn
away from sins and our former way of thinking and turn toward belief in
God and His Gospel of grace and mercy. The whole Christian life is one
of repentance and faith. Where is God calling you to repent today? How
is He calling you to deeper faith?
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2024

CONNECTED

NATIONAL CUTHERAN' SCHOOLS WEEK

National Lutheran Schools Week
The Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod e Jan.21-27, 2024

National Lutheran Schools Week provides more than 1,800 preschools,
elementary schools and high schools with the public opportunity to pro-
claim and celebrate God’s work among us in schools of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod.

We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic prepara-
tion for the children we serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity
to share Jesus’ amazing love with children and their families.

National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to proclaim
these great blessings within the community we serve.

Our Schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of God'’s love for
us through Christ by teachers and students alike.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Salvation
Army Toy Drive. Members were able to take angel gift
tags to purchase gifts based on the child's wish list. In

g addition, we were able to collect over $200 in donations.
The additional money will be sent to Salvation Army. We
appreciate your generous donations which made this toy

i

drive a success. Salvation Army also sent a note of appreciation for
supporting their organization.

Grace Man, Director
Christian Service Committee
628-228-9378
gmanfrk@yahoo.com
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LUTHERAN SCHOOLS

SHARING THE
LIFE-CHANGING
MESSAGE OF
JESUS' LOVE WITH
MORE THAN

STUDENTS, THEIR FAMILIES
AND THE COMMUNITY

RAISING UP THE NEXT

GENERATION OF FAITHFUL

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLES

* Experiencing and celebrating
God's lavish gifts of love, grace
and mercy

* Sharing those gifts with others
* Being transformed by God's Word

* Clinging to the cross of Jesus

EARLY CHILDHOOQOD » 1677
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS » 191
MIDDLE SCHOOLS » 625
HIGH SCHOOLS » 103

TOTAL » 2594

‘ i LUTHERAN CHURCH
i 1

PROVIDING EXCELLENT
ACADEMIC PREPARATION

* Developing love for and
excitement about learning

.

Excelling at reading, writing and
effective communication

Training minds for success at the
next academic level

.

Creating a strong work cthic,
critical thinking skills and the
ability to relate well with others

LEARN MORt

888-THE LCMS (843-5267)
Iems.org/school-ministry

00000
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: To ensure the deductibility of your
church contributions, do not file your 2023 income tax return until you
have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions from
the church. You may lose a deduction for some contributions if you
file your tax return before receiving a written acknowledgment of your
contributions from the church. Annual contribution statements will be
sent to you by the end of January. If you have not received your state-
ment by early February, or if you need to receive it earlier, please con-
tact the church accountant, Howard Scully at 415-661-0242 ext. 225,
or by email at howard.scully@wplsf.com.

Your tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries
of West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an
online donation, please use the QR code below. PayPal deducts
a small fee from these donations, or you may add a nominal
amount to your donation by checking the box to help cover the
fees.

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service
11 =15 o] F—— 1
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
[N Person ........ccoovervvneann. 68
ON=liNG wspsss swasssssssasrs 56
L[] | [SS— 135
Communed Saturday ................. 7
Communed Sunday ................. 60
Sunday Bible Class ............ 16
Wednesday Bible Class......12
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Vincent Ammann,
Beatrice Priest’s father; Elfriede Bonfert; Paul Brase; Charlene Brug-
gemann-Wong; William Chen; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-
law; Rhelda Evans-Latimore; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jim-
my Fong, Evelyn Fong’s father; Karen Goeglien, Bob Bok’s cousin;
Ted Jones; Nancy Lee, Julia Tom’s dear friend; Jan Lundquist; Susie
Marzolf; George Mogyorossy, Gilbert Mogyorossy’s father; Sigrid
Rogge; Art Spleiss, Ruth Stresow; Lisa Westermann; Cheryl Wong;
Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.

CALENDAR
THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK:
NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL WEEK SUNDAY (1/28)
SUNDAY (1/21) 9:00AM Sunday School/Bible Classes
9:00AM Sunday School/Bible Classes 10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 11:15AM Church Council Meeting
11:15AM  Choir Practice 11:15AM Altar Guild Meeting
WEDNESDAY (1/24) 11:15AM  Choir Practice
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class WEDNESDAY (1/31)
SATURDAY (1/27) 11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper SATURDAY (2/3)
5:00PM Partners in Faith Worship

Our Stewardship of Treasure

Fiscal
December  Year-to-Date
Actual Contributions 51,590 187,728
Actual Other Income 10,539 66,476
Actual Total Income 62,129 254,204

Budgeted Total Income 48,420 231,215
Actual Expenses 46,056 235,032
Budgeted Expenses 39,011 233,695
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West Portal Lutheran
== Chuarels & School ——=

Worship Services
Saturday, 5:00PM
Sunday, 10:00AM

Bible Classes
Wednesday, 11:00AM
Sunday, 9:00AM

Sunday School
Sunday, 9:00AM

CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
WWW.
westportallutheran.org

SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330

Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com

Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor

Ms. Sherise Lee,
Principal

Mrs. Sherilyn Jew,
Assistant to the Principal-
Teaching, Learning, Curriculum

Ms. Amy Kao
Music Director
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