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First Sunday After Christmas December 29, 2024
10:00AM
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WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz or
Pastor Swenson and sign our guest book. We look forward to having
you worship with us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder Ron Soper
Organist Amy Kao
Lectors Ernestine Gutter, Gerda Beisel
Ushers Dick Bass, Stanley Tom, Philip Go
Altar Guild Gerda Beisel, Jing Li, Rhonda Short
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Divine Service, Setting Four
Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME
Stand

OPENING HYMN
Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367

1 Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain

Refrain
Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

2 Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain

4 Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain

5 All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain Public domain



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

A=



SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT

The Lorp has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done
marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him.

The LorD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his
righteousness in the sight of the nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to
the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lorb, all the earth; break forth
into joyous song and sing praises!

: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

The LorD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

) O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us
and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously re-
stored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in
Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen

Sit



OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

The Lorp said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn.
Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel,
both of man and of beast, is mine.”

Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which
you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong
hand the LorRD brought you out from this place. . . .

“When the LorD brings you into the land of the Canaanites,
as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall
set apart to the LoRD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of
your animals that are males shall be the LorD’s. Every firstborn of a
donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you
shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you
shall redeem. And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What
does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LorD
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. For when Pharaoh
stubbornly refused to let us go, the LorpD killed all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals.
Therefore I sacrifice to the LorD all the males that first open the
womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 3:12-17

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, com-
passion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which in-
deed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

When the time came for their purification according to the Law
of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer
a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, wait-
ing for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And
it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms
and blessed God and said,

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
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And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold,
this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow
until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worship-
ing with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

And when they had performed everything according to the Law
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the
favor of God was upon him.

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON HYMN
Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389

1 Let all together praise our God
Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

3 Within an earthborn form He hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.



4 He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.

5 Heis aservant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door
To blesséd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

Stand

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

(sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549
(st. 2): Public domain

Sit

SERMON “Dismissed in Peace ”
Text: Luke 2:22-40

Stand
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NICENE CREED
All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suf-
fered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Bap-
tism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:
] Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit

TITHES AND OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING .

Choir sings  How’re We Goin’ To Praise the Lord
Stand
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Be-
cause He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magni-
fy Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

(P) In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the
fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth.

) Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully
eating His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the full-
ness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

(P) Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us  peace, 6} Lord, we  pray.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to re-
ceive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration

side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. White grape juice is provided in the
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable

to consume wine.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in

your pew.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Let Our Gladness Have No End

1

Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!
For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! Refrain

Refrain

On this day God gave us
Christ, His Son, to save us;
Christ, His Son, to save us.

Prophesied in days of old, alleluia!
God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain

See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia!
From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia! Refrain

Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia!
He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! Refrain

Public domain

The Infant Priest Was Holy Born

1

The infant Priest was holy born

For us unholy and forlorn;

From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.

This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

The holy Lamb undaunted came

To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

-15-
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4 But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7 With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

© 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549

Stand
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

@)

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P] Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace LSB 937

1

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace,
Your word is now fulfilled.

These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn,
This child so long foretold.

2 This is the Savior of the world,

The Gentiles’ promised light,
God’s glory dwelling in our midst,
The joy of Israel.

3 With saints of old, with saints to come,

To You we lift our voice;
To Father, Son, and Spirit blest
Be honor, love, and praise.

(sts. 1-2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549

Sit
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online do-
nation, please use the QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from
these donations, or you may add a nominal amount to your donation by
checking the box to help cover the fees.

2 Thank you to everyone who participated in the Salvation
/A Army Angel Tree Toy Drive! Members were able to take
angel gift tags to purchase gifts based on the child's wish
S W VSV VA list. In addition, we collected over $100 in donations and
v,m ¥ we received additional toys for the toy drive. The addition-
al money will be sent to Salvation Army. We appreciate

your generous donations which made this toy drive a success.

Grace Man, Director
Christian Service Committee
628-228-9378
gmanfrk@yahoo.com

-19-




ANNOUNCEMENTS December 29, 2024

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Starting January 8, 2025, Pastor Binz will lead an in-person and on-line
Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 11:00AM in the church library.
If you would be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact
Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the
link for joining the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fellowship
Hall. Starting January 12, 2025, Pastor Swenson will lead this Bible
Study.

Children Sunday School - Led by Edward & Rebecca Chan at 9:00
a.m. in the Church Library.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e Portals of Prayer for January—March

e Latest issue of PortaLight

e Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

o Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Help needed: Please help take down the Christmas trees and decora-
tions after next Sunday, January Sth Service.

Pastor Swenson will be on vacation from December 30 through Janu-
ary 9. Please keep him and his family in our prayers.
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CALENDAR

THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY (12/29) SUNDAY (1/6)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class 9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School 9:00AM Children Sunday School
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice 11:15AM  Choir Practice
11:30AM  Altar Guild Meeting 11:30AM  Church Council Meeting
MONDAY (12/30) MONDAY (1/6)
6:30PM  Girl Scouts Meeting 6:30PM  Girl Scouts Meeting
NEW YEAR'’S DAY SATURDAY (1/11)
Church Office & School are closed. 5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper
SATURDAY (1/4)
10:00AM  Quilt Class
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Vincent & Brigitta
Ammann, Beatrice Priest’s parents; Emersynn Binz; Elfriede Bonfert;
Paul Brase; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s
sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Mary Jo Fischl;
Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s father; Karen Goeglien, Bob Bok’s
cousin; Kenny Hioe, Julia Tom’s brother-in-law; Ted Jones; Eliza
Latimore; George Mogyorossy, Gilbert Mogyorossy’s father; Sigrid
Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Marilyn Tom, Stanley Tom’s sister-in-law;
Annalise Traub, Peter Traub’s daughter; Lisa Westermann; Cheryl
Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.
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Luke 2:38 — “And coming up at that very hour she began to
give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting
for the redemption of Jerusalem.” Notice here how giving thanks
to God leads to good works (speaking about Jesus, in this case).
Thankfulness towards God for all He has done for us is the founda-
tion of a Christian life lived in godliness. For if we know all that the
Lord has done for us, how can we not strive to honor Him with
what we think, say and do?
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Year-End Reminder

THANK YOU for your tithes and offerings for the Lord’s
Kingdom work. Your contributions are appreciated, includ-
ing gifts of stocks, bonds, IRA distributions, or corporate
matching funds. Remember that contributing securities that
have risen in value provides you with a larger tax deduction
and avoids capital gains tax. Consult your financial or tax
planner for the strategy that’s best for you. If you wish to
donate stock or other securities, or request matching funds
from your employer, please contact Howard Scully, our
church and school accountant, at 415-661-0242 ext. 225, or
by email at howard.scully@wplsf.com.

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR 2025
CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES.

They are arranged in alphabetical order on the table in the nar-
thex. If you have a box in the mailroom your envelopes may be
there. Please continue using your 2024 envelopes through
December 31. Please start using your 2025 envelopes in
January, and recycle (do not reuse) your old 2024 envelope
boxes and any unused envelopes. Your 2025 envelopes are a
different color and most likely have a new number. If you did
not receive a box of envelopes and would like one, please con-
tact the church accountant, Howard Scully.
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