Pure and blameless fo, the day of Chiist

PHILIPPIANS 1:10




Second Sunday in Advent December 8, 2024
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz or
Pastor Swenson and sign our guest book. We look forward to having
you worship with us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor
Assisting Elder Ron Soper
Organist Amy Kao
Lector Iris Hsu, 84 Teacher
Ushers Ray Toloski, Donald Woo,

Dave Garrett, Ron Soper

Altar Guild Gerda Beisel, Jing Li,

Rhonda Short, Viviana Soper



Divine Service, Setting One
Lutheran Service Book, page 151

PRELUDE
WELCOME
Stand

OPENING HYMN
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, Sts. 1-5

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain Public domain
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.

()
)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination

()

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
Jjustly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and

ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
(P) The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! O Israel, if you

would but listen to me!



®) Iam the Lorp your God, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would
not submit to me.

(P} Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would
walk in my ways!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P) The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of
Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled
to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 3:1-7b

“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be-
fore me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his tem-
ple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he
is coming, says the LoRD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s
fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lorp. Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the
days of old and as in former years.

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages,
the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourn-
er, and do not fear me, says the LorD of hosts.

“For I the Lorp do not change; therefore you, O children of
Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE Philippians 1:2-11
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the af-
fection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1-14

(P)  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.




In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pi-
late being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and
his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wil-
derness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

and the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” For I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?”” And he
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has
none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came
to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he
said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers
also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do
not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be
content with your wages.”

(P)  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344

1

Stand

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare

For Christ to come and enter there.

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face

Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee

Whose advent sets Thy people free,

Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore. Public domain

SERMON “Prepare the Way of the Lord”

Stand

Text: Luke 3:1-14

NICENE CREED

All:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light
of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being
of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
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Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scrip-
tures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Bap-
tism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

()
Sit

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS

MUSICAL OFFERING
Piano Solo: Tyler Dang (7A)
8A Sings Blest Are They
Solo: Elizabeth Hanks (8A)
Piano Accompanist: Derian Lau (8A)
Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
P) It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

@

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespass-
es, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

@)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to receive
the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration side of

our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. White grape juice is provided in the
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable

to consume wine.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please let
the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in your

pew.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
Your Table I Approach

1

Stand

Your table I approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.

Lord, I confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,

Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;

God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

O grant, most blesséd Lord,
That earth and hell combined

May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night

For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

LSB 628

Public domain



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
(P] Letus pray ... one God, now and forever.
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(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
The Advent of Our King LSB 331

1 The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

2 The everlasting Son
Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on
To set His servants free.

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise
To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

4 As judge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again
And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.
6 All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity. Public domain
Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
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our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of West Portal

Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online donation, please use the
QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from these donations, or you may
add a nominal amount to your donation by checking the box to help cover the
fees.

Altar Flower
Donations

The Altar Guild is again planning to purchase poinsettias to help
decorate the Church during this Christmas Season. If you would
like to help by donating to the flower fund, please complete this
form and return it to the Church Office by Sunday, December 15.
The suggested minimum donation is $15.00. Please make the
check payable to Altar Guild—West Portal Lutheran Church.

Name of person(s) donating flowers

Name of person(s) honored or remembered
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Midweek Advent Services
Continue in December

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of
the Lord our Savior. He first came in the flesh at
Christmas, the fulfillment of all the prophecies of
the Old Testament. More than that, however, He
comes to us today in His Word and Sacraments.
Then, as at His first coming, we gather now in pa-
tient anticipation of His final coming in the day of
the resurrection of all flesh.

This Advent we are reminded that Christ is born in us spiritually to-
day and every day. He enters into us daily to strengthen and support
us, save us and renew us. We are changed by his presence within us
as we become more and more like him in the living of our lives.

We continue to gather for Midweek Advent Services on Wednesdays,
December 11 and 18 at 7:00PM. Join us at 6:00PM for a congrega-
tional dinner and fellowship prior to each Service.

Advent Midweek 2 - December 11, 2024
Mighty God
Advent Midweek 3 - December 18, 2024
Everlasting Father

Congregational Advent Dinner at 6PM to be prepared by Dan
Holt and Elders/Fellowship Committees. All are welcome to a
light dinner and dessert. You only need to bring your appetite!




ANNOUNCEMENTS December 8, 2024

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Swenson is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on
Wednesday mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you
would be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact Pastor
Swenson, pastorswenson@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the
link for joining the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fellow-
ship Hall.

Children Sunday School - Led by Edward & Rebecca Chan at 9:00
a.m. in the Church Library.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e Portals of Prayer for October—December

e Latest issue of PortaLight

o  Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the or-
der of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed in
these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Luke 3:4 — “As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”” God makes long-range
plans: Isaiah lived more than seven hundred years before St. John the
Baptist preached by the Jordan River. Obviously, God sees farther into
the future than we do! That’s yet another reason to trust Him when it
comes to how He tells us to live our lives: He knows what’s coming and
we don’t.



WPL School PTL
Christmas Faire

Saturday, December 14
10:00AM—3:30PM

Join us for our Christmas Faire — an annual fundraising event and
one of the school’s largest events! Each year the faire features
caroling hosted by grades K-6, a silent auction, delicious food,
carnival games, bake sale, various vendor tables selling items to
kick off your holiday shopping, and a great time for fellowship
with the school and community.

Christmas Services

Join with us and invite family and friends to worship the
Lord at any of our Christmas Services.

5:00 PM DECEMBER 24TH—CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Scripture lessons, lighting of candles; Christmas music

7:00 PM DECEMBER 24TH—CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Scripture lessons, lighting of candles; Christmas music

10:00 AM DECEMBER 25TH—CHRISTMAS DAY - FESTIVAL EUCHARIST
Carols and hymns; Lord’s Supper

No SATURDAY DECEMBER 28TH SERVICE

10:00 AM December 29th SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Lord’s Supper

No NEw YEAR’S EVE OR DAY JANUARY 1ST SERVICES




CALENDAR

THIS WEEK:
SUNDAY (12/8)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice
TUESDAY (12/10)
8:30PM  Adult Men’s Basketball (35+)
WEDNESDAY (12/11)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
6:00PM  Light Dinner
7:00PM Midweek Advent Service
THURSDAY (12/12)
3:30PM Confirmation Class
SATURDAY (12/14)
10:00AM  WPL School PTL Christmas
Faire
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY (12/15)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School
10:00AM Worship-Lord's Supper
11:156AM  Choir Practice
TUESDAY (12/17)
8:30PM  Adult Men's Basketball (35+)
WEDNESDAY (12/18)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
6:00PM  Light Dinner
7:00PM Midweek Advent Service
THURSDAY (12/19)
7:.00PM  Boy Scouts
SATURDAY (12/21)
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: - Vincent & Brigitta
Ammann, Beatrice Priest’s parents; Emersynn Binz; Elfriede Bonfert;
Paul Brase; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s
sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Mary Jo Fischl;
Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s father; Karen Goeglien, Bob Bok’s
cousin; Kenny Hioe, Julia Tom’s brother-in-law; Ted Jones; Eliza
Latimore; George Mogyorossy, Gilbert Mogyorossy’s father; Sigrid
Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Marilyn Tom, Stanley Tom’s sister-in-law;
Annalise Traub, Peter Traub’s daughter; Lisa Westermann; Cheryl
Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.

-22-



Year-End Reminder

THANK YOU for your tithes and offerings for the Lord’s
Kingdom work. Your contributions are appreciated, including
gifts of stocks, bonds or corporate matching funds. Remem-
ber that contributing securities that have risen in value pro-
vides you with a larger tax deduction and avoids capital gains
tax. If you wish to donate stock or other securities, or request
matching funds from your employer, please contact Howard
Scully, our church and school accountant, at 415-661-0242
ext. 225, or by email at howard.scully@wplsf.com.

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service

In Person .........couvssenecunans 24
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person
On-Line
Total
Communed Saturday .................. 12
Communed Sunday .........ccccoeuen. 60
Sunday Bible Class............... 12

Wednesday Bible Class......... 10
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