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they found Him
in the temple




Second Sunday after Christmas January 5, 2025
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz or
Pastor Swenson and sign our guest book. We look forward to having
you worship with us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder Donald Woo
Organist Amy Kao
Lectors Renate Otterbach, Jing Li
Ushers Hiroaki Murata & Megumi Amano
Rhonda Short
Altar Guild Rebecca Chan, Angie Holt,
Judy Law

AS WE GATHER

What were you looking for a few days ago when we joined the crowds
gathered for the annual celebration of Christmas? If you knew what you
were looking for, did you find it? Of course, Christmas is all about the
arrival of the Savior of the world, our Savior from sin and death. In His
human birth, Jesus took on our flesh to provide the only sufficient
atoning sacrifice for sin. By His holiness, His sacrifice was sufficient
for the whole world of sin of all time, including your own. Did you find
this forgiveness for all your sins and answers to all your troubles when
you sang the Christmas songs? Or are you still searching? That’s okay,
because for one more of the twelve days, it is still Christmas. It is not
too late. In Joseph and Mary’s anxiety over their three-day search for
their missing child, they couldn’t find Him in the crowds or among their
relatives and friends. It was only as they returned to the temple, the
place of God the Father’s promised earthly presence, that their worry
was solved. You have come to the right place, the place of God’s
promised presence for you—here, where His Word is faithfully
preached, His Sacraments rightly administered, and His grace, love, and
forgiveness are given and applied to you. So do not be anxious about
your life. You are seeking the answers in the right place, in the kingdom
of God and in His righteousness given to you this day in His mighty,
saving Word.
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Divine Service, Setting Four
Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME
Stand

OPENING HYMN
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,

Hither by Thy help I’ve come;

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;

He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor

Daily I’m constrained to be;

Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

LSB 686



4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning,

I shall see Thy lovely face;

Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;

Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day. Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

Amen.

(P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

@)  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT
(P}  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
Praise the Lorp! For it is good to sing praises to our
God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

P}  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding
is beyond measure.

But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

(P)  Praise the LorD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

)  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.




GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P

@)

Sit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts
the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light
may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen



OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 3:4-15

The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the
great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. At Gibeon the LorD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” And Solomon said,
“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my
father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his
throne this day. And now, O LorD my God, you have made your
servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little
child. I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in
the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too
many to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may
discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your
great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God
said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning
mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you
shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both
riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all
your days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and
my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen
your days.”

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he
came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the
Lorp, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a
feast for all his servants.

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined
us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed
us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes-
tined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to
the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inher-
itance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40-52

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of
the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up accord-
ing to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,
but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but
then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaint-
ances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother
said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and
I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them,
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?”” And they did not understand the saying that he spoke
to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her
heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with
God and man.

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit



SERMON HYMN
Within the Father’s Housed LSB 410

1 Within the Father’s house
The Son has found His home,
And to His temple suddenly
The Lord of life has come.

2 The doctors of the Law
Gaze on the wondrous child

And marvel at His gracious words
Of wisdom undefiled.

3 Yet not to them is giv’n
The mighty truth to know,
To lift the earthly veil that hides
Incarnate God below.

4 The secret of the Lord
Escapes each human eye,
And faithful pond’ring hearts await
The full epiphany.

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace

Stand
6 Till we behold Thy face

And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

Coequal Three in One. Public domain
Sit
SERMON “In my Father’s House”
Text: Luke 2:40-52
Stand
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NICENE CREED

All:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suf-
fered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Bap-
tism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Sit

TITHES AND OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

Choir sings  It’s Time to Praise the Lord

Stand
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®=

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

ol

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

B BE

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Be-
cause He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magni-
fy Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

(P)  As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple,
so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested
the fullness of Your glory in human flesh.

(P} We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal
Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face.

(P] Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

-13-



AGNUS DEI
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to re-
ceive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration

side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. White grape juice is provided in the
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable

to consume wine.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in

your pew.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
The Only Son from Heaven

1

Stand

Sit

The only Son from heaven,
Foretold by ancient seers,
By God the Father given,
In human form appears.
No sphere His light confining,
No star so brightly shining
As He, our Morning Star.

O time of God appointed,
O bright and holy morn!
He comes, the king anointed,
The Christ, the virgin-born,
Grim death to vanquish for us,
To open heav’n before us
And bring us life again.

O Lord, our hearts awaken

To know and love You more,

In faith to stand unshaken,
In spirit to adore,

That we, through this world moving,
Each glimpse of heaven proving,

May reap its fullness there.

O Father, here before You
With God the Holy Ghost
And Jesus, we adore You,
O pride of angel host:
Before You mortals lowly
Cry, “Holy, holy, holy,
O blesséd Trinity!”

-15-
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

- [P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
From God the Father, Virgin-Born LSB 401

1 From God the Father, virgin-born
To us the only Son came down;
By death the font to consecrate,
The faithful to regenerate.

2 Beginning from His home on high,
In human flesh He came to die;
Creation by His death restored,
And shed new joys of life abroad.

3 Glide on, O glorious Sun, and bring
The gift of healing on Your wing;
To ev’ry dull and clouded sense
The clearness of Your light dispense.

4 Abide with us, O Lord, we pray;
The gloom of darkness chase away;
Your work of healing, Lord, begin,
And take away the stain of sin.
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5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain
And, we believe, shall come again;
Be with us on the battlefield,
From ev’ry harm Your people shield.

6 To You, O Lord, all glory be
For this Your blest epiphany;
To God, whom all His hosts adore,
And Holy Spirit evermore. Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online do-
nation, please use the QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from
these donations, or you may add a nominal amount to your donation by
checking the box to help cover the fees.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Salvation
Army Angel Tree Toy Drive! Members were able to take
angel gift tags to purchase gifts based on the child's wish

Al list. In addition, we collected over $100 in donations and

7 we received additional toys for the toy drive. The additional
money will be sent to Salvation Army. We appreciate your
generous donations which made this toy drive a success.

Grace Man, Director
Christian Service Committee
628-228-9378
gmanfrk@yahoo.com
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SAN FRANCISCO

Walk For Life West Coast Pre-Walk Gathering!
WHEN: Saturday, January 25 2025, 11:00 am
WHERE: West Portal Lutheran Church & School Parish Hall

11:00 am Fellowship & Refreshments
11:30 am Walk to West Portal/Sloat/St Francis Circle Muni Station
11:45 am Muni Train to Civic Center Station

12:00 pm Walk to Civic Center Plaza, the corner of Larkin St. &
Grove St. (A LCMS representative will be standing at this corner with a
LCMS “feather flag” to direct people to exactly where our group will be
standing).

12:15 pm Arrive

12:30 pm Main Event

Speakers:

Ryan Bomberger (Ryan’s biological mother was raped yet courageously
gave him a chance to live and the beautiful gift of adoption. Today, he is an
Emmy® Award-winning Creative Professional.)

Deirdre “Dede” Byrne (Sister Dede was previously an Army surgeon in Af-
ghanistan, and later addressed the 2020 Republican National Convention,
encouraging the defeat the “Culture of Death.”)

Kelly Lester (Kelly overcame many of today’s painhful topics in our world
today. She loves to share her story to give hope to the most desperate situa-
tions proving that God can save anybody.)

Rev. Clenard Childress (The Rev. Childress a most respected leader in
the pro-life movement, esp. the African-American community. He’s a senior
pastor, winner of many awards, & founder of BlackGenocide.org)

1:30 pm Walk for Life - The walk begins!

For Further information about the Walk for Life, please contact:
Pastor Charles “Chip” Fox (415)-508-9552 s PastorChipFox@gmail.com
Pastor Otis Byrd(415)-508-9552 s OByrd@comcast.net
Elaine Mills s MillsElaine149@gmail.com

For more information about LCMS Life Ministry, contact:
Deaconess Tiffany Manor, Director, Life Ministry
Office of National Mission, The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
1 (800) 248-1930 ext 1085 s lems.org/life
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ANNOUNCEMENTS January 5, 2025

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Starting January 8, 2025, Pastor Binz will lead an in-person and on-line
Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 11:00AM in the church library.
If you would be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact
Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the
link for joining the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fellowship
Hall. Starting January 12, 2025, Pastor Swenson will lead this Bible
Study.

Children Sunday School - Led by Edward & Rebecca Chan at 9:00
a.m. in the Church Library.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

o Portals of Prayer for January—March

o Latest issue of PortaLight

o Current issue of the Lutheran Wimess

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Help needed: Please help take down the Christmas trees and decora-
tions after Worship Service today.
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CALENDAR

THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK

SUNDAY (1/5) SUNDAY (1/12)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class 9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School 9:00AM Children Sunday School

10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper

11:15AM  Undecorate Christmas tree 11:15AM  Choir Practice

11:30AM  Choir Practice 11:30AM  Elders Meeting

11:30AM  Church Council Meeting WEDNESDAY (1/15)

MONDAY (1/6) 11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
6:30PM  Girl Scouts THURSDAY (1/16)

WEDNESDAY (1/8) 5:45PM  Boy Scouts Meeting

11:00AM Midweek Bible Class SATURDAY (1/18)

SATURDAY (1/11) _ 5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper
5:00PM  Worship-Lord’s Supper

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Vincent & Brigitta
Ammann, Beatrice Priest’s parents; Emersynn Binz; Elfriede Bonfert;
Paul Brase; Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s
sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Mary Jo Fischl;
Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s father; Karen Goeglien, Bob Bok’s
cousin; Kenny Hioe, Julia Tom’s brother-in-law; Ted Jones; Eliza
Latimore; George Mogyorossy, Gilbert Mogyorossy’s father; Sigrid
Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Marilyn Tom, Stanley Tom’s sister-in-law;
Annalise Traub, Peter Traub’s daughter; Lisa Westermann; Cheryl
Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.
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Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Sunday, 10:00AM Service

In Person.......cccococevvinnne, 61
On-Line....cccocevrernrnnn. 102
Total...cvrrercrrnrnens 163
Communed Sunday ................. 51
Sunday Bible Class............. 14

“IMPORTANT NOTICE: To ensure the deductibility
of your church contributions, do not file your 2024
income tax return until you have received a written
acknowledgment of your contributions from the
church. You may lose a deduction for some contribu-
tions if you file your tax return before receiving a
written acknowledgment of your contributions from
the church. Annual contribution statements will be
sent to you by the end of January. If you have not
received your statement by early February, or if you
need to receive it earlier, please contact the church
accountant, Howard Scully.”

22-



o do—— 3

——3&

&

=

J

Altar Flowers

Flower Charts for the year 2025 are now posted in the Narthex.

This is a very special way to help decorate the Altar, and to com-
memorate events or to remember loved ones. Flowers may be |
taken home or are delivered to our sick and shut-in members. [
Please call May Luu or Angie Holt in the church office, 415-661- |
0242, if you have any questions. The cost of a floral arrangement
is $55.00 through Mystic Garden on Ocean Ave. We encourage Il
you to sign up on the new Flower Chart.
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Luke 2:40 — “And the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.” At Christmas God
became man. And as a man, Jesus grew up and increased in strength
and wisdom. We are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, to
grow in His image. The power for this growth comes from receiving
the grace of Jesus in His Word and Sacraments. How is the Lord call-
ing you to grow this year?
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