WEDNESDAY

ALL ARE OF THE DUST,
AND ALL TURN TO DUST AGAIN.

ECCLESIASTES 3:20



March 5, 2025 7:00PM
ASH WEDNESDAY

PRELUDE

WELCOME
Stand

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day
the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential
reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy suffer-
ings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of
special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a
faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws
from it life and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His
beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly
bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with
glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

Silence for reflection.

O Lord,

have mercy.

(P} O Christ,

have mercy.

() O Lord,

have mercy.

(P) O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.
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God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.

Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;

by Your holy nativity;

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;

by Your agony and bloody sweat;

by Your cross and passion;

by Your precious death and burial;

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;
in all time of our prosperity;
in the hour of death;

and in the day of judgment:
Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.

To prosper the preaching of Your Word;
to bless our prayer and meditation;
to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To draw all to Yourself;
to bless those who are instructed in the faith;

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the
lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of

our prayers;
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;
and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
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To turn our hearts to You;

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers;
and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,
hear us.

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
have mercy.

O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.

O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they
turn from their wickedness and live. We implore You to have
compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we
acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Merci-
fully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have
laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES

The pastors receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. The pas-
tors place the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the
cross, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his or her place in si-

lence.
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Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

(P}  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

& &

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in pray-
er and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our un-
worthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free our-
selves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be mer-
ciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT
(P) The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

=

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin!
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your
Holy Spirit from me.

®

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a
willing spirit.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir-
it; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise.

KYRIE
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us
new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowl-
edging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen

Sit
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OLD TESTAMENT Joel 2:12-19

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your
hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LorD, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn and
relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink
offering for the LorD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate
a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the con-
gregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing in-
fants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber.
Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the
Lorp, weep and say, “Spare your people, O Lorp, and make not your
heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say
among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” Then the LorD became
jealous for his land and had pity on his people. The LorD answered and
said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach
among the nations.”

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to re-
ceive the grace of God in vain. For he says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be
found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves
in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by puri-
ty, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteous-
ness for the right hand and for the left; through honor and dishonor,
through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are
true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as



punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor,
yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before
other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no re-
ward from your Father who is in heaven.

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they
may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received
their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. . . .

And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly,
I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint
your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by oth-
ers but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
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SERMON HYMN
From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee LSB 607

1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee,
In trial and tribulation;
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me,
Lord, hear my supplication.
If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin,
Who then could heaven ever win
Or stand before Thy presence?

2 Thy love and grace alone avail
To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail
To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand,
But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

3 Therefore my hope is in the Lord
And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word
To them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just;
This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

4 And though it tarry through the night
And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might
Nor count itself forsaken.
O Israel, trust in God your Lord.
Born of the Spirit and the Word,
Now wait for His appearing.

5 Though great our sins, yet greater still
Is God’s abundant favor;
His hand of mercy never will
Abandon us, nor waver.
Our shepherd good and true is He,
Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow. Public domain

SERMON “The Hand of the Lord Who Freely Gives”



Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition.

(P} Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit
TITHES AND OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

Stand
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

@B

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

(P) At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as
a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram
as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared
not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for
many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abra-
ham our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning;:
e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to re-
ceive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration

side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. White non-alcoholic wine is provided
in the chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are

unable to consume alcohol.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in

your pew.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
All Depends on Our Possessing

1

All depends on our possessing
God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Though all earthly wealth depart.
They who trust with faith unshaken
By their God are not forsaken
And will keep a dauntless heart.

He who to this day has fed me
And to many joys has led me
Is and ever shall be mine.
He who ever gently schools me,
He who daily guides and rules me
Will remain my help divine.

Many spend their lives in fretting
Over trifles and in getting
Things that have no solid ground.
I shall strive to win a treasure
That will bring me lasting pleasure
And that now is seldom found.

When with sorrow I am stricken,
Hope anew my heart will quicken;
All my longing shall be stilled.
To His loving-kindness tender
Soul and body I surrender,
For on God alone I build.

Well He knows what best to grant me

All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Joy and sorrow, have their day.

I shall doubt His wisdom never;

As God wills, so be it ever;
I commit to Him my way.

If my days on earth He lengthen,
God my weary soul will strengthen;
All my trust in Him I place.
Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;
Safe I anchor in His grace.

-14-

LSB 732



I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618

1 Icome, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

Refrain
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;

So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

4 Weary am I and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain

5 What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore _
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB 421

1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing
In Your holy wounds I find,
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling
Pains of body and of mind.
Should some evil thought within
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin,
Show the peril, and from sinning
Keep me from its first beginning.

2 Should some lust or sharp temptation

Fascinate my sinful mind,

Draw me to Your cross and passion,
And new courage I shall find.

Or should Satan press me hard,

Let me then be on my guard,
Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,”
That the tempter flee confounded.

3 If the world my heart entices
With the broad and easy road,
With seductive, sinful vices,
Let me weigh the awful load
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You were willing to endure.

Help me flee all thoughts impure
And to master each temptation,
Calm in prayer and meditation.

4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me
By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole;
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me,
Granting new life to my soul.
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet;
For Your all-atoning passion
Has procured my soul’s salvation.

5 O my God, my rock and tower,

Grant that in Your death I trust,

Knowing death has lost its power
Since You crushed it in the dust.

Savior, let Your agony

Ever help and comfort me;
When [ die be my protection,
Light and life and resurrection. Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online do-
nation, please use the QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from
these donations, or you may add a nominal amount to your donation by
checking the box to help cover the fees.
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SERVING YOU TODAY

Preacher Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder Donald Woo
Organist Amy Kao
Ushers Donald Woo, David Garrett,

Ron Soper
Altar Guild Darlene Hartman, Virginia Ferry

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have
come to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us
with joy and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you
are a guest or visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to
Pastor Binz or Pastor Swenson and sign our guest book. We look
forward to having you worship with us again.

LENTEN SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOLDERS are available
on the Narthex table. Please feel free to take one. This year’s offer-
ings will be used for the ministries of Christ’s Kingdom here at West
Portal.

HELP YOURSELF TO Lenten Devotional Booklets that are
available in the Narthex.
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Lent begins today,
Ash Wednesday, March 5

This year’s Lenten emphasis is to look at our lives in view of God’s
amazing grace toward us through the sacrifice of His Son for us on
the cross. Our six Midweek Lenten Services begin on Ash Wednes-
day, March 5, at 8:30AM and 7:00PM.

We invite you to join us at each of the following Wednesday ser-
vices at 7PM as we begin our consideration of the Lenten theme:
“The Hand of the Lord”.

Lenten Midweek 1, March 12 Lenten Midweek 4, April 2

7PM 7PM
“The Hand of the Lord Who “The Hand of the Lord Who
Creates and Saves” Raises the Dead”

Lenten Midweek 2, March 19 Lenten Midweek 5, April 9

7PM 7PM
“The Hand of the Lord Who “The Hand of the Lord Who
Casts Out Demons” Holds All Things”

Lenten Midweek 3, March 26
7PM
“The Hand of the Lord Who
Heals the Sick”
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West Portal Lutheran
=== Churcl & School =———

Worship Services
Saturday, 5:00PM
Sunday, 10:00AM

Bible Classes
Wednesday, 11:00AM
Sunday, 9:00AM

CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
WWW.
westportallutheran.org

SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330

Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com

Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Jacob Swenson,
Associate Pastor

Ms. Sherise Lee,
Principal

Mrs. Sherilyn Jew,
Assistant to the Principal-
Teaching, Learning, Curriculum

Ms. Amy Kao
Music Director

Ash Wednesday
3/5/25
7:00PM



