


First Sunday in Lent March 9, 2025
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz or
Pastor Swenson and sign our guest book. We look forward to having
you worship with us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elders Stanley Tom
Organist Amy Kao
Lector Tim Dwight, Teacher
8B Class Tim Dwight, Teacher
Ushers Terry Hesselroth, Beverly Dye,

Philip Go, Dick Bass

Altar Guild Virginia Ferry, Darlene Hartman

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given by Ernestine Gutter in

honor of her daughter LaSaundra Gutter and in celebration of

LaSaundra’s birthday on March 7th. the Lord appeared to him from far

away. I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have
_continued my faithfulness to you. Jeremiah 31:3
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Divine Service, Setting Four
Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME
Stand

OPENING HYMN
O Christ, You Walked the Road LSB 424

1 O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.

You faced with us temptation’s pow’r
And fought our ancient foe.

2 No bread of earth alone
Can fill our hung’ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,
The food Your grace imparts.

3 No blinding sign we ask,
No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone
In Your unswerving love.

4 When lures of easy gain
With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;
Our wills with Yours align.

5 O Christ, You walked the road
Our wand’ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation’s hour
To fight our ancient foe.

© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549
© 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared
us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy
Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven
our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT
(P) When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him and show him my
salvation.

=

Because you have made the LorD your dwelling place—the
Most High, who is my refuge—

no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come
near your tent.

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you
in all your ways.

On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your
foot against a stone.

You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and

the serpent you will trample underfoot

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P)  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him and show him my

salvation.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®) Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land.
Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we
may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glo-
ry of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 26:1-11

“When you come into the land that the LorD your God is giv-
ing you for an inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in
it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which
you harvest from your land that the LorD your God is giving you, and
you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LorD
your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And you shall
go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare
today to the LorD your God that I have come into the land that the
Lorp swore to our fathers to give us.” Then the priest shall take the
basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LorD
your God.

“And you shall make response before the LorD your God, ‘A

wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and
sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great,
mighty, and populous. And the Egyptians treated us harshly and hu-
miliated us and laid on us hard labor. Then we cried to the Lorp, the
God of our fathers, and the LorD heard our voice and saw our afflic-
tion, our toil, and our oppression. And the LorD brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of
terror, with signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And behold,
now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O Lorb,
have given me.” And you shall set it down before the LorD your God
and worship before the LorD your God. And you shall rejoice in all



the good that the LorD your God has given to you and to your house,
you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.”

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 10:8b—-13

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not
be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on
him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:1-13
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted
by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they
were ended, he was hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command this stone to become bread.” And Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.”” And the devil
took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a mo-
ment of time, and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom
I will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” And Jesus
answered him, “It is written,

““You shall worship the Lord your God,
and him only shall you serve.””



And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from
here, for it is written,
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to guard you,’
and
““On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.””
And Jesus answered him, “It is said, “You shall not put the Lord your

God to the test.”” And when the devil had ended every temptation, he
departed from him until an opportune time.

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON HYMN
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 657

1 A mighty fortress is our God,
A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might
He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

2 No strength of ours can match his might.

We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
Whom God Himself elected.

You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is He,
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.



3 Though hordes of devils fill the land

All threat’ning to devour us,

We tremble not, unmoved we stand;
They cannot overpow’r us.

Let this world’s tyrant rage;

In battle we’ll engage.
His might is doomed to fail;
God’s judgment must prevail!

One little word subdues him.

4  God’s Word forever shall abide,

No thanks to foes, who fear it;

For God Himself fights by our side
With weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,

Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away,
They cannot win the day.

The Kingdom’s ours forever!

(sts. 1-4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549
(sts. 1s—4s): Public domain

SERMON “The Faithful Son For Us”
Text: Luke 4:1-13

Stand

NICENE CREED

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suf-
fered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven



and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one ho-
ly Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the res-
urrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

(P] Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit
TITHES AND OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

Cello Aiden Leung (8B)
8B sings Lamb of God
Solo Asher Yeung (8B)
Stand

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Be-
cause He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as
a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram
as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared
not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for
many.

(P) As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham
our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

(P] Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P) Inthe same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us  peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to re-
ceive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration
side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in the
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable
to consume alcohol.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in
your pew.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
O God, Forsake Me Not LSB 731

1 O God, forsake me not!
Your gracious presence lend me;
Lord, lead Your helpless child,
Your Holy Spirit send me
That I my course may run.
O be my light, my lot,
My staff, my rock, my shield—
O God, forsake me not!

2 O God, forsake me not!

Take not Your Spirit from me;
Do not permit the might

Of sin to overcome me.
Increase my feeble faith,

Which You alone have wrought.
O be my strength and pow’r—

O God, forsake me not!

3 O God, forsake me not!

Lord, hear my supplication!
In ev’ry evil hour

Help me resist temptation;
And when the prince of hell

My conscience seeks to blot,
Be then not far from me—

O God, forsake me not!

4 O God, forsake me not!

Lord, I am Yours forever.

O keep me strong in faith
That I may leave You never.

Grant me a blessed end
When my good fight is fought;

Help me in life and death—
O God, forsake me not! Public domain
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O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642

1 O living Bread from heaven,

How well You feed your guest!

The gifts that You have given
Have filled my heart with rest.

Oh, wondrous food of blessing,
Oh, cup that heals our woes!

My heart, this gift possessing,
With praises overflows.

2 My Lord, You here have led me

To this most holy place

And with Yourself have fed me
The treasures of Your grace;

For You have freely given
What earth could never buy,

The bread of life from heaven,
That now I shall not die.

3 You gave me all | wanted;
This food can death destroy.
And You have freely granted
The cup of endless joy.
My Lord, I do not merit
The favor You have shown,
And all my soul and spirit
Bow down before Your throne.

4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened

With heav’nly food, while here

My course on earth is lengthened,
To serve with holy fear.

And when You call my spirit
To leave this world below,

I enter, through Your merit,
Where joys unmingled flow. Public domain
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you

with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
O Lord, throughout These Forty Days LSB 418

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.

2 You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.

4 Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549
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Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online do-
nation, please use the QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from
these donations, or you may add a nominal amount to your donation by
checking the box to help cover the fees.

All are invited to celebrate Dorothy Bridgeman’s

104th birthday on Sunday 3/16 after service in the
Parish Hall. Cake and coffee will be served.
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Lenten Midweek Services continue on
Wednesdays

This year’s Lenten emphasis is to look at our lives in view of God’s
amazing grace toward us through the sacrifice of His Son for us on
the cross. Our six Midweek Lenten Services began on Ash Wednes-
day, March 5, at 8:30AM and 7:00PM.

We invite you to join us at each of the following Wednesday ser-
vices at 7PM as we continue with the Lenten theme: “The Hand of

the Lord”.

Lenten Midweek 1, March 12 Lenten Midweek 4, April 2

7PM 7PM
“The Hand of the Lord Who “The Hand of the Lord Who
Creates and Saves” Raises the Dead”
Lenten Midweek 2, March 19 Lenten Midweek 5, April 9
7PM 7PM
“The Hand of the Lord Who “The Hand of the Lord Who
Casts Out Demons” Holds All Things”
Lenten Midweek 3, March 26
7PM
“The Hand of the Lord Who

Heals the Sick”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS March 9, 2025

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Binz is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on Wednes-
day mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you would
be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact Pastor Binz,
pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the link for join-
ing the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM
Bible Study - Led by Pastor Swenson at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fel-
lowship Hall. Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the upper conference
room on “How to Study the Bible” using the book by Rev. Dr. James
Voelz, “Principles of Biblical Interpretation for Everyone”.

Children Sunday School - Led by Edward & Rebecca Chan at 9:00
a.m. in the Church Library.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e Portals of Prayer for January—March

e Latest issue of PortalLight

e Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Luke 4:8 — “And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written ...”” Isn’t it inter-
esting that Jesus does not defeat Satan with His power as God, but rather
by His perfect obedience in His perfect humanity? Jesus defeats Satan
not by miracles, but by quoting the Scriptures and living according to it.
This should cause us great joy for two reasons. First, because we see Je-
sus win the victory for us. Second, because here Jesus shows us how to
stand in that victory: on the Word of God alone. Let us build our lives on
the sure rock of this Word!
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CALENDAR

THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY (3/9) SUNDAY (3/16)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class 9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School 9:00AM Children Sunday School
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice 11:15AM  Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY (3/12) WEDNESDAY (3/19)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class 11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
7:00PM  Midweek Lenten Service 7:00PM  Midweek Lenten Service
THURSDAY (3/13) THURSDAY (3/20)
3:30PM No Confirmation Class 3:30PM Confirmation Class
SATURDAY (3/15) FRIDAY (3/21)
5:00PM Worship-Lord's Supper 6:00PM  Cub Scouts
SATURDAY (3/22)
10:00AM  Cub Scout Pinewood Derby
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service

I Person ......ccovevvvreverennn. 12
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person
On-Line
Total
Communed Saturday ..........cc.cevvveee 12
Communed Sunday .......ccccovernivnnns 63
Sunday Bible Class................... 14
Wednesday Bible Class............ 10
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Vincent & Brigitta
Ammann, Beatrice Priest’s parents; Elfriede Bonfert; Charlene
Bruggemann-Wong; Rev. David Chan; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s
sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn
Fong’s father; Karen Goeglien, Bob Bok’s cousin; Kenny Hioe, Julia
Tom’s brother-in-law; Eliza Latimore; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow;
Marilyn Tom, Stanley Tom’s sister-in-law; Annalise Traub, Peter
Traub’s daughter; Nancy Tso; Lisa Westermann; Cheryl Wong; Mari-
lyn Wong; Franklin Yee.
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\I: Flower Charts for the year 2025 are now posted in the Narthex.

U% This is a very special way to help decorate the Altar, and to com-
LL memorate events or to remember loved ones. Flowers may be

U: taken home or are delivered to our sick and shut-in members.

| Please call May Luu or Angie Holt in the church office, 415-661-
ﬁ"' 0242, if you have any questions. The cost of a floral arrangement
ﬂ% is $55.00 through Mystic Garden on Ocean Ave. Please make

["f’ your check payable to “Altar Guild of West Portal Lutheran

ﬂ% Church”. We encourage you to sign up on the new Flower Chart.
&
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West Portal Lutheran
TS Cloaercly £ School ===

Worship Services
Saturday, 5:00PM
Sunday, 10:00AM

Bible Classes
Wednesday, 11:00AM
Sunday, 9:00AM

CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
WWW.
westportallutheran.org

SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330

Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com

Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Jacob Swenson,
Associate Pastor

Ms. Sherise Lee,
Principal

Mrs. Sherilyn Jew,
Assistant to the Principal-
Teaching, Learning, Curriculum 3/9/25

0:004M
Ms. Amy Kao T
Music Director
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