were called to freedom. . .

Vou
Serve one another

GALATIANS 5:13




Third Sunday after Pentecost June 29, 2025
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz and
sign our guest book. We look forward to having you worship with us
again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elder Ron Soper
Organist Amy Kao
Lectors Alex and Lucy Lew
Ushers Megumi Amano, Rhonda Short,
Stanley Tom
Altar Guild Ernestine Gutter, Virginia Ferry,

Angie Holt, Judy Law

2



Divine Service, Setting Four
Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME
Stand

OPENING HYMN
O Day of Rest and Gladness

1 O day of rest and gladness,
O day of joy and light,
O balm of care and sadness,
Most beautiful, most bright;
This day the high and lowly,
Through ages joined to bless,
Sing, “Holy, holy, holy,”
The triune God confess.

2 This day at earth’s creation

The light first had its birth;
This day for our salvation

Christ rose from depths of earth;
This day our Lord victorious

The Spirit sent from heav’n,
And thus this day most glorious

A threefold light was giv’n.

3 This day, God’s people meeting,

His Holy Scripture hear;
His living presence greeting,

Through bread and wine made near.
We journey on, believing,

Renewed with heav’nly might,
From grace more grace receiving,

On this blest day of light.

3
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4 That light our hope sustaining,

We walk the pilgrim way,
At length our rest attaining,
Our endless Sabbath day.
We sing to Thee our praises,
O Father, Spirit, Son;
The Church her voice upraises
To Thee, blest Three in One.

(sts. 1-2): Public domain
(st. 3): © 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110000549

Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

P

®
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In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
(P} Show us your steadfast love, O LorD, and grant us your
salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lorp will speak, for he will

® &

All:

speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not
turn back to folly.

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory
may dwell in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and
peace Kiss each other.

Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps
a way.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

P} Show us your steadfast love, O LorD, and grant us your
salvation.
KYRIE
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

2 I P N

1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;

O
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Letus pray. O God, You have prepared for those who love
You such good things as surpass our understanding. Cast out
all sins and evil desires from us, and pour into our hearts Your
Holy Spirit to guide us into all blessedness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

Sit
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OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 19:9b-21

Behold, the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], and he said to
him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have been very
jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my
life, to take it away.” And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount
before the LorD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and
strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before
the Lorp, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. And after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire
the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”” He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and
I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” And the
Lorp said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Da-
mascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over
Syria. And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over
Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall
anoint to be prophet in your place. And the one who escapes from the
sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes
from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. Yet I will leave sev-
en thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of
Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him,
and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak
upon him. And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he
said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?”” And he
returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed
them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to
the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and as-
sisted him.
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery. . ..

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one an-
other. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out
that you are not consumed by one another.

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires
of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each
other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh
are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery,
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. [ warn you, as |
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have cruci-
fied the flesh with its passions and desires.

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
o) | ; /T : T
H— e e e e
=& D — 4
') ‘./' | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his
face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him, who
went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for
him. But the people did not receive him, because his face was set to-
ward Jerusalem. And when his disciples James and John saw it, they
said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?”” But he turned and rebuked them. And they went on to
another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will

follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the
dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the king-
dom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first
say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts
his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
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SERMON HYMN
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast LSB 577

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.

2 Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.

4 So when the precious seed is sown,
Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving pow’r may know. Public domain

SERMON “Focused on what is important”
Text: Luke 9:51-62

Stand

NICENE CREED

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
Heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Bap-
tism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

After each petition:

(P] Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit
TITHES AND OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Be-
cause He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and arch-
angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magm-
fy Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
-11-



SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P

P

P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving
tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in
His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
-12-



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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(6] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.

And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.
Sit
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DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to receive
the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration side of our
Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chalice)
or individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in the chalic-
es in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable to con-
sume alcohol.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please let
the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in your pew.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread LSB 625

1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread,
May I in grace possess You.
Let me with holy food be fed,
In hunger I address You.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord,
And, humbly by my prayer implored,
Give me Your grace and mercy.

2 To pastures green, Lord, safely guide,

To restful waters lead me;

Your table well for me provide,

Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone I seek,

To share Your cup of healing.

3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight,
For full and free remission
I come with prayer before Your sight
In sorrow and contrition.
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me
That I receive You worthily,
Assured of Your full pardon.
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4 1 do not merit favor, Lord,
My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord,
O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously,

O Christ, my Lord of mercy! Public domain
Stand
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P

Let us pray. Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty
God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love to-
ward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P)

(P

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise LSB 802

1

Immortal, invisible,
God only wise,
In light inaccessible
hid from our eyes,
Most blesseéd, most glorious,
the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious,
Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting,
and silent as light,

Nor wanting, nor wasting,
Thou rulest in might;

Thy justice like mountains
high soaring above

Thy clouds which are fountains
of goodness and love.
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3 To all life Thou givest—
to both great and small—
In all life Thou livest,
the true Life of all;
We blossom and flourish
as leaves on the tree
And wither and perish—
but naught changes Thee.

4 Great Father of glory,

pure Father of light,

Thine angels adore Thee,
all veiling their sight;

All laud we would render:
O help us to see

’Tis only the splendor
of light that hides Thee. Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online do-
nation, please use the QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from
these donations, or you may add a nominal amount to your donation by
checking the box to help cover the fees.
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CALENDAR

THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK:
SUNDAY (6/29) SUNDAY (7/6)

9:00AM Adult Bible Class 9:00AM Bible Class
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
MONDAY (6/30) 11:30AM Elders Meeting

6:30PM  Girl Scouts WEDNESDAY (7/9)
WEDNESDAY (7/2) 11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class SATURDAY (7/12)
THURSDAY (7/4) Independence Day 5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper
Church office and School are closed.
SATURDAY (7/5)

5:00pm Worship-Lord’s Supper

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert;
Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-
law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s
father; Gilbert Mogyorossy; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski;
Cheryl Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service
In Person.......cocveeveeneencne. 12
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
IN Person.....cccccoeveeerinennes 76
On-Line....coeveereereeneenenne 66
Total....cocvsrrerrenresenas 154
Communed Saturday ................... 10
Communed Sunday .........ccoouvenee 75
Sunday Bible Class ............... 15
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ANNOUNCEMENTS June 29, 2025

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Binz is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on Wednes-
day mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you would
be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact Pastor Binz,
pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the link for join-
ing the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Fellow-
ship Hall. Pastor Swenson is on vacation until July 2nd.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e Portals of Prayer for July—September

e Latest issue of PortaLight

o Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

1 Kings 19:18 — “Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not
kissed him.” Elijah was so sure that he was right, that he was the only
one left who had not gone after Baal. But he was too pessimistic; his faith
in God was off-center. We can’t go by our own wisdom. We must trust
the Lord and what He has revealed to us in His Word. Think about how
this applies to our support of God’s work in the church with our offer-
ings. Look in the Table of Duties in Luther’s Small Catechism to see
what the Bible has to say about our giving.
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Worship Services
Saturday, 5:00PM
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Wednesday, 11:00AM
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