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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 20, 2025
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Swenson
and sign our guest book. We look forward to having you worship with
us again.

SERVING YOU TODAY

Preacher & Celebrant  Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor
Assisting Elders Stanley Tom, Ping-Yee Law
Organist Amy Kao
Lectors Earl Lene De Santiago,

Maxime Greenstone
Ushers Tom Wedergren, Steve Wood,

Alex Lew, Robert Bok
Altar Guild Rebecca Chan, Jing Li,

Rhonda Short
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Divine Service, Setting One
Lutheran Service Book, page 151

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Stand

OPENING HYMN
Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens

1

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens,
Let Your Word to me come near;
Newborn life and spirit give me,
Let each promise still my fear.
Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife,
Wars against Your Word of life;
Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor
That I cling to You forever!

Oh, what blessing to be near You
And to listen to Your voice;
Let me ever love and hear You,
Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord,
Flee in terror at Your Word;
But to all who feel sin’s burden
You give words of peace and pardon.

Lord, Your words are waters living
When my thirsting spirit pleads.

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving;
On Your words my spirit feeds.

Lord, Your words will be my light

Through death’s cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing
And my cup of joy unfailing!

3
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As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me;
Let Your words in me take root.
May Your Spirit e’er be near me
That I bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing Your praise,
From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given
In the endless joy of heaven. Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

P

& @

®

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination

(P)

P

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT
(P}  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
(P} The Lorp is my portion; I promise to keep your words.
I entreat your favor with all my heart; be gracious to me

according to your promise.

When I think on my ways, I turn my feet to your testimonies;
I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments.

&

The earth, O Lorb, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your
statutes!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P} Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
R T

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

(" A

b I |
HeN Y~ g | I

Sy—o ol

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast

f u Refrain — [

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood setwus free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Swanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

Aw Final Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Letus pray. O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and
know the one thing needful that by Your Word and Spirit we may
live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 18:1-14

The Lorp appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he
sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to
the earth and said, “O Lord, if | have found favor in your sight, do not
pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet,
and rest yourselves under the tree, while I bring a morsel of bread, that
you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And
Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three
seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the
herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who
prepared it quickly. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had
prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree
while they ate.

They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said,
“She is in the tent.” The Lorp said, “I will surely return to you about
this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.”” And Sarah
was listening at the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were
old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah.
So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord
is old, shall I have pleasure?” The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is
anything too hard for the LOrRD? At the appointed time I will return to
you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.”



Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 1:21-29

You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order
to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from
the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I
am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his
body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister according to the
stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he
powerfully works within me.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a
sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his
teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went
up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her,
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but
one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will
not be taken away from her.”

(P}  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON HYMN One Thing’s Needful LSB 536

1 One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure
Teach me highly to regard.
All else, though it first give pleasure,
Is a yoke that presses hard!
Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving,
No true, lasting happiness ever deriving.
This one thing is needful; all others are vain—
I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain!
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2 How were Mary’s thoughts devoted
Her eternal joy to find
As intent each word she noted,
At her Savior’s feet reclined!
How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling,
While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing!
All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord
And found her contentment in hearing His Word.

3 Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure,

Jesus, is revealed in You.

Let me find in You my pleasure,
And my wayward will subdue,

Humility there and simplicity reigning,

In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training.
If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine,
The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine.

4 Nothing have I, Christ, to offer,

You alone, my highest good.

Nothing have I, Lord, to proffer
But Your crimson-colored blood.

Your death on the cross has death wholly defeated

And thereby my righteousness fully completed;
Salvation’s white raiments I there did obtain,
And in them in glory with You I shall reign.

5 Therefore You alone, my Savior,

Shall be all in all to me;

Search my heart and my behavior,
Root out all hypocrisy.

Through all my life’s pilgrimage, guard and uphold me,

In loving forgiveness, O Jesus, enfold me.
This one thing is needful; all others are vain—
I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! Public domain

SERMON “One Thing’s Needful”
Text: Luke 10:38-42

Stand
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NICENE CREED

All:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will
have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

(P)

Sit

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

TITHES AND OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

Stand
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
0
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P} 1tis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the
virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining
for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

-14-



THE LORD'S PRAYER

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you, this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
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[P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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AGNUS DEI

h ¥ 1 [— |

I
[ I I I N
N ¥

Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to
receive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration
side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.
The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the
chalice) or individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in
the chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are
unable to consume alcohol.
If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastors will bring communion to you in
your pew.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace

1 The Gospel shows the Father’s grace,
Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died
That we might thus be justified.

2 It sets the Lamb before our eyes,
Who made the atoning sacrifice,
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed
To come and find eternal rest.

3 It brings the Savior’s righteousness
To robe our souls in royal dress;
From all our guilt it brings release
And gives the troubled conscience peace.

4 It is the pow’r of God to save
From sin and Satan and the grave;
It works the faith which firmly clings
To all the treasures which it brings.

5 It bears to all the tidings glad
And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The weary, burdened souls it cheers
And banishes their guilty fears.

6 May we in faith its message learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord, our righteousness.

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

1 Jesus comes today with healing,
Knocking at my door, appealing,
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.
He Himself makes preparation,
And I hear His invitation:
“Come and taste the blessed feast.”

-17-
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2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding,
Yet in bread and wine abiding
In this holy sacrament,
Gives the bread of life, once broken,
And the cup, the precious token
Of His sacred covenant.

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly,
I receive the Savior holy,
Blood and body, giv’n for me,
Very Lamb of God from heaven,
Who to bitter death was given,
Hung upon the curséd tree.

4 God descends with heav’nly power,
Gives Himself to me this hour
In this ordinary sign.
On my tongue His pledge receiving,
I accept His grace, believing
That I taste His love divine.

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

© David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549

Stand .
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P} Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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A - men.

BENEDICTION

1
h

Ll
[ 8 |
Teor

|

NIEP S8

P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

Sit

I Know My Faith Is Founded
1 I know my faith is founded

On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;
And this my faith confessing,

Unmoved I stand on His sure Word.

Our reason cannot fathom
The truth of God profound;
Who trusts in human wisdom
Relies on shifting ground.
God’s Word is all-sufficient,
It makes divinely sure;
And trusting in its wisdom,
My faith shall rest secure.

Increase my faith, dear Savior,

For Satan seeks by night and day
To rob me of this treasure

And take my hope of bliss away.
But, Lord, with You beside me,

I shall be undismayed;
And led by Your good Spirit,

I shall be unafraid.
Abide with me, O Savior,

A firmer faith bestow;
Then I shall bid defiance

To ev’ry evil foe.

In faith, Lord, let me serve You;
Though persecution, grief, and pain
Should seek to overwhelm me,
Let me a steadfast trust retain;
And then at my departure,
Lord, take me home to You,
Your riches to inherit
As all You said holds true.
In life and death, Lord, keep me
Until Your heav’n I gain,
Where I by Your great mercy
The end of faith attain.

-20-
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Pres Lee
Presley (Beverly Presley-Nelson’s brother), whom the Lord has called to
His side this past week.

We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Charmel
Farley (Ernestine Gutter’s niece), whom the Lord has called to His side
this past week.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of West Portal

Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online donation, please use the
QR code below. PayPal deducts a small fee from these donations, or you may
add a nominal amount to your donation by checking the box to help cover the
fees.
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CALENDAR

THIS WEEK: NEXT WEEK:
SUNDAY (7/20) SUNDAY (7/27)

9:00AM Bible Class 9:00AM Bible Class
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:30AM  Choir Practice 11:30AM  Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY (7/23) MONDAY (7/28)

11:00AM Midweek Bible Class 6:00PM  Girl Scouts
SATURDAY (7/26) WEDNESDAY (7/30)

5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper 11:00AM Midweek Bible Class

SATURDAY (8/2)
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service
In Person ........cccovevvrennee. 20
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person ........cccovevrennee. 61
On-Ling ...cocveverirerirne. 86
Total .....oovrevinrenne 167
Communed Saturday .................. 14
Communed Sunday ............cceee.e. 54
Sunday Bible Class ............... 15

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert;
Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-
law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s
father; Gilbert Mogyorossy; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski;
Cheryl Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS July 20, 2025

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Binz is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on
Wednesday mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you
would be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact
Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the
link for joining the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM
Bible Study - Led by Pastor Swenson at 9:00 a.m. in the Church
Fellowship Hall. Led by Pastor Binz at 9:00 a.m. in the upper conference
room on “How to Study the Bible” using the book by Rev. Dr. James
Voelz, “Principles of Biblical Interpretation for Everyone”.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e  Portals of Prayer for July—September

e Latest issue of PortaLight

o Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Luke 10:40b — “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to
serve alone?” Martha is doing the right thing but in the wrong order. Her
service to the Lord is good, but she has let it get ahead of hearing His
Word. Mary has placed the Word first, which is good. Is there any doubt
that she will rise once she has heard the Word and get to serving as well?
Isn’t that what hearing the Word always leads us to do? We listen, then
respond. We believe, and thus we act!
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