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WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS! 

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come 
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy 
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or 
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz or 
Pastor Swenson and sign our guest book. We look forward to having 
you worship with us again. 

 

SERVING YOU TODAY 

Preacher Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor 
Liturgist & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor 
Assisting Elder Donald Woo 
Organist Amy Kao 
Lector Dick Bass 
Ushers Terry Hesselroth, Beverly Dye, 

  Philip Go, Dick Bass 
Altar Guild Rebecca Chan, Rhonda Short, 

 Virginia Ferry 
 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost August 31, 2025 
 10:00AM 
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Divine Service, Setting Four 

Lutheran Service Book, page 203 
 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME 
 
Stand 
 
OPENING HYMN 

 Where Charity and Love Prevail              LSB 845 

 1 Where charity and love prevail 
     There God is ever found; 
 Brought here together by Christ’s love 
     By love are we thus bound. 

 
 2 With grateful joy and holy fear 

     His charity we learn; 
 Let us with heart and mind and soul 
     Now love Him in return. 

 
 3 Forgive we now each other’s faults 

     As we our faults confess, 
 And let us love each other well 
     In Christian holiness. 

 
 4 Let strife among us be unknown; 

     Let all contention cease; 
 Be God’s the glory that we seek; 
     Be ours His holy peace. 

 
 5 Let us recall that in our midst 

     Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
 As members of His body joined 
     We are in Him made one. 

 
 6 For love excludes no race or clan 

     That names the Savior’s name; 
 His family embraces all 
     Whose Father is the same. 

 
© 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549 
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Cඈඇൿൾඌඌංඈඇ ൺඇൽ Aൻඌඈඅඎඍංඈඇ 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of      
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Sൾඋඏංർൾ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Wඈඋൽ 
 

INTROIT             Psalm 75:1–2, 6, 9; antiphon: v. 7 
P It is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting 

up another. 
P We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name 

is near.  We recount your wondrous deeds. 
C At the set time that I appoint I will judge with equity.  
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P For not from the east or from the west and not from the 

wilderness comes lifting up.  
C But I will declare it forever; I will sing praises to the God 

of Jacob.  
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P It is God who executes judgment, putting down one and 
lifting up another. 

KYRIE 

OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE   LSB 261 
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 SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

 O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to 
follow the example of Your Son in true humility, that we may 
withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and 
minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen  
 
Sit 
 
OLD TESTAMENT         Proverbs 25:2-10 

It is the glory of God to conceal things, 
 but the glory of kings is to search things out. 
As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, 
 so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
Take away the dross from the silver, 
 and the smith has material for a vessel; 
take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 
 and his throne will be established in righteousness. 
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
 or stand in the place of the great, 
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
What your eyes have seen 
 do not hastily bring into court, 
for what will you do in the end, 
 when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
Argue your case with your neighbor himself, 
 and do not reveal another’s secret, 
lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, 
 and your ill repute have no end. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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 EPISTLE          Hebrews 13:1-17 

 Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitali-
ty to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 
Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, 
and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Let  
marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be   
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we 
can confidently say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 
 I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 

 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of 
God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be 
led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart 
to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited 
those devoted to them. We have an altar from which those who serve 
the tent have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose 
blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice 
for sin are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the 
gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. Therefore 
let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 
For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 
Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not     
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 
 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping 
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                 Luke 14:1-14 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth  chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler 
of the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. And behold, there 
was a man before him who had dropsy. And Jesus responded to the  
lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or 
not?” But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and 
sent him away. And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an 
ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately 
pull him out?” And they could not reply to these things. 
 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he    
noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, “When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of 
honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, and 
he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to 
this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

Stand  
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 place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that 
when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ 
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with 
you. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a 
dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be 
repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. 
You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 
SERMON HYMN 

Son of God, Eternal Savior            LSB 842 

 1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
     Source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
     Hallows all our human race, 
 You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
     For Your own will ever plead: 
 Fill us with Your love and pity, 
     Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
 2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

     So may we for others live. 
 Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
     Freely may Your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
     Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
 We but stewards of Your bounty 
     Held in solemn trust will be. 
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  3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
     King of love and Prince of Peace; 
 Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
     Bid its cruel discords cease. 
 By Your patient years of toiling, 
     By Your silent hours of pain, 
 Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
     Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
 4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

     Source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
     Hallows all our human race: 
 By Your praying, by Your willing 
     That Your people should be one, 
 Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
     Here on earth Your will be done.  Public domain 

 
SERMON “Humility at the Table of the Lord” 
               Text: Luke 14:1-14 
 
Stand 
 
NICENE CREED 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
Heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 
will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and        
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 glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the     
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 
 
TITHES AND OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

Choir:  For these Blessings 
 
Stand 

 

Sൾඋඏංർൾ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍ 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,       
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 
so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die     
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and     
saying: 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

P In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 
them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your 
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving 
tree for all who trust in Him. 

P We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in 
His body and blood. 

P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our         

SANCTUS 
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 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.  

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION 
Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning: 
· We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to receive 

the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration side of our 
Welcome-Worship Registration Card.  

· The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chalice) or 
individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in the chalices in 
the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable to consume 
alcohol. 

· If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please let 
the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in your pew. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared          LSB 622 

 1 Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared 
     This feast for our salvation; 
 It is Your body and Your blood, 
     And at Your invitation 
 As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 
 We come to You for needed rest, 
     For comfort, and for pardon. 

 
 2 Although You did to heav’n ascend, 

     Where angel hosts are dwelling, 
 And in Your presence they behold 
     Your glory, all excelling, 
 And though Your people shall not see 
 Your glory and Your majesty 
     Till dawns the judgment morning, 

 
 3 Yet, Savior, You are not confined 

     To any habitation; 
 But You are present even now 
     Here with Your congregation. 
 Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, 
 Unmoved by any daring hand 
     Or subtle craft and cunning. 

 

Sit 
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 4 We eat this bread and drink this cup, 

     Your precious Word believing 
 That Your true body and Your blood 
     Our lips are here receiving. 
 This Word remains forever true; 
 All things are possible with You, 
     For You are Lord Almighty. 

 
 5 Though reason cannot understand, 

     Yet faith this truth embraces: 
 Your body, Lord, is even now 
     At once in many places. 
 I leave to You how this can be; 
 Your Word alone suffices me; 
     I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
 6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

     Help me when doubts assail me. 
 Remember that I am but dust, 
     And let my faith not fail me. 
 Your supper in this vale of tears 
 Refreshes me and stills my fears 
     And is my priceless treasure. 

 
 7 Grant that we worthily receive 

     Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
 And, truly grieving for our sins, 
     May prove by our behavior 
 That we are thankful for Your grace 
 And day by day may run our race, 
     In holiness increasing. 

 
 8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

     Be praised throughout all ages! 
 Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
     The world against it rages. 
 Grant that this sacrament may be 
 A blessèd comfort unto me 
     When living and when dying.  Public domain 



-18-  

 
Stand  

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE   LSB 266 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one     
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and       
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 

shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you 
with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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 CLOSING HYMN 
 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling         LSB 700 

 1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
     Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
     All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
     Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
 Visit us with Thy salvation, 
     Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 
 2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

     Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
 Let us all in Thee inherit; 
     Let us find Thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
     Alpha and Omega be; 
 End of faith, as its beginning, 
     Set our hearts at liberty. 

 
 3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

     Let us all Thy life receive; 
 Suddenly return, and never, 
     Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
     Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
 Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
     Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
 4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

     Pure and spotless let us be; 
 Let us see Thy great salvation 
     Perfectly restored in Thee, 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
     Till in heav’n we take our place, 
 Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
     Lost in wonder, love, and praise!  Public domain 

 
Sit 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

Y our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of 
West Portal Lutheran Church.  If you wish to make an online   

donation, please use the QR code below.  PayPal covers all transaction 
fees. You are donating to PayPal Giving Fund, a 501C(3) charity. Your  
donation is tax-deductible. 

CALENDAR 

THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY (8/31) 
  9:00AM  Bible Class 
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 
11:30AM  Altar Guild Meeting 
11:30AM Choir Practice 
MONDAY(9/1)    LABOR DAY 
Church Office and School are closed. 
WEDNESDAY (9/3) 
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class 
SATURDAY (9/6) 
  5:00pm  Worship-Lord’s Supper 
 

NEXT WEEK 
SUNDAY (9/7) 
  9:00AM  Bible Class 
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 
12:00PM WPLS Noontime Concert 
WEDNESDAY (9/10) 
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class 
SATURDAY (9/13) 
  5:00pm  Worship-Lord’s Supper 

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX: 
· Portals of Prayer for July—September 
· Latest issue of PortaLight 
· Church Directory-2025 (for church members only) 
· Current issue of the Lutheran Witness 
· Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print 

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items. 
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Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week 
Saturday, 5:00PM Service 

 In Person ........................... 13 
Sunday, 10:00AM Service 

 In Person ........................... 93 
 On-Line ........................... 89 
 Total ......................... 195 
 

Communed Saturday  .................. 12 
Communed Sunday  ..................... 54 

 
           Sunday Bible Class ............... 20 
           Wednesday Bible Class........... 7 

 
 
 
 
 
LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for  those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization:  Elfriede Bonfert; 
Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-
law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s 
father; Gilbert Mogyorossy; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski; 
Cheryl Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee. 

Help Needed!  Our  Accountant, Xhensila (pronounced Jensilla) 
is looking for an in-law unit, a small apartment or a room to rent 
with kitchen privileges near the church or along a bus line to the 
church.  For further information, you may call her at 425-301-9014.  
Thanks! 
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Worship Services 
Saturday, 5:00PM 
Sunday, 10:00AM 

 
Bible Classes 

Wednesday, 11:00AM 
Sunday, 9:00AM 

 
CHURCH 

200 Sloat Boulevard 
San Francisco CA 94132 

415-661-0242 
www. 

westportallutheran.org 
 

SCHOOL 
Sloat Campus 

200 Sloat Boulevard 
San Francisco CA 94132 

415-665-6330 
 

Sunset Campus 
3101 Moraga Street 

San Francisco CA 94122 
415-731-3000 

www.wplsf.com 
 

Rev. Curtis Binz, 
Senior Pastor 

  
Rev. Jacob Swenson, 

Associate Pastor 
  

Ms. Sherise Lee, 
Principal 

 
Mrs. Sherilyn Jew, 

Director of  
Teaching Learning Curriculum 

 
Ms. Amy Kao 

Church Music Director 
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