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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 21, 2025
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" Deapl o be
1 Saved and
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hnowledge
of the truth.

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Swenson
and sign our guest book. We look forward to having you worship with
us again.

1 Timothy 2:3-4, NIV

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher & Celebrant  Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor
Assisting Elders Robert Bok, Ron Soper
Organist Amy Kao
Lector Denise Fong, 44 Teacher
Grade 44 Denise Fong, 44 Teacher
Ushers Megumi Amano, Rhonda Short,
Stanley Tom
Altar Guild Darlene Hartman, Angie Holt,

Jing Li, Rebecca Chan
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Divine Service, Setting One
Lutheran Service Book, page 151

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Stand

OPENING HYMN
All Christians Who Have Been Baptized

1

All Christians who have been baptized,
Who know the God of heaven,

And in whose daily life is prized
The name of Christ once given:

Consider now what God has done,

The gifts He gives to ev’ryone
Baptized into Christ Jesus!

You were before your day of birth,
Indeed, from your conception,

Condemned and lost with all the earth,
None good, without exception.

For like your parents’ flesh and blood,

Turned inward from the highest good,
You constantly denied Him.

But all of that was washed away—
Immersed and drowned forever.

The water of your Baptism day
Restored again whatever

Old Adam and his sin destroyed

And all our sinful selves employed
According to our nature.

In Baptism we now put on Christ—
Our shame is fully covered

With all that He once sacrificed
And freely for us suffered.

For here the flood of His own blood

Now makes us holy, right, and good
Before our heav’nly Father.

3
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5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6 Souse it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

© 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110000549

THE BAPTISMS OF Alex Christopher and Brian Ethan Hau

Baptismal Rite, Hymnal page 268

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 119:137-140, 142; antiphon: v. 144
(P} Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me understanding
that [ may live.

(P] Righteous are you, O LORD, and right are your just decrees.
You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness and
in all faithfulness.

My zeal consumes me, because my foes forget your words.
Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it.

®=
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(P} Your righteousness is righteous forever, and your law is true.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P} Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me understanding
that [ may live.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.

l_pl—'ﬂ—;—%—ﬂ
> o e o oo _
[y

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast

f u Refrain — [

‘ 0
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - ln - ia.
[P W'} | | — |
A FE— ——— —— \ —] ] 1
ey —=—F ¢ @ [ 7 &g 7 e ——— ]
Y] 1 1 1 1 T [ L4
1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb_ who was slain has be -
f) # , | | 1
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Swanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - Iu - ia.  Final Refrain
Aw Final Refrain — | ——
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because
without You we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things
hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”

The LorDp has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1-15

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of
God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a

-8-



ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For this
I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting
holy hands without anger or quarreling; likewise also that women
should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-
control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, but with
what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works.
Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a
woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to
remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet
she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and
love and holiness, with self-control.

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
0 u |
- | [———— I |
[ [ | | 1 | r - [o) | I | I
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
| | | [ 1 I |
S - 0 —— ]
words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1-15
@ The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.
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[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to him, ‘What is
this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for
you can no longer be manager.” And the manager said to himself,
‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from
me? [ am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have
decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management,
people may receive me into their houses.” So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.” He said to him, ‘Take
your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he said to another,
‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’
He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.” The master
commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of
this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than
the sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into
the eternal dwellings.

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and
one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then
you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which
is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and money.”

The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these
things, and they ridiculed him. And he said to them, “You are those
who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For
what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”

(P)  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
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SERMON HYMN
Seek Where You May to Find a Way

1

Seek where you may
To find a way

That leads to your salvation.
My heart is stilled,
On Christ I build,

He is the one foundation.
His Word is sure,
His works endure;

He overthrows

All evil foes;

Through Him I more than conquer.

Seek whom you may
To be your stay,
None can redeem his brother.
All helpers failed;
This man prevailed,
The God-man and none other,
Our Servant-King
Of whom we sing.
We’re justified
Because He died,
The guilty being guiltless.

Seek Him alone
Who did atone,
Who did your souls deliver.
O seek Him first,
All you who thirst
For grace that fails you never.
In ev’ry need
Seek Him indeed;
To ev’ry heart
He will impart
His blessings without measure.

My heart’s delight,
My crown most bright,
O Christ, my joy forever.
Not wealth nor pride
Nor fortune’s tide
Our bonds of love shall sever.

-11-

LSB 557



You are my Lord,

Your precious Word
Shall guide my way
And help me stay

Forever in Your presence.

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549

SERMON “He Wants All to be Saved”

Stand

Text: 1 Timothy 2:1-6

NICENE CREED

All:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to
the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

(P)

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

-12-



Sit

TITHES AND OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
Violin: Brian Hau (4A)
Grade 4A: Glory Be to God the Father
Piano Accompanist: Sofie Lee (4A)
Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

re |

| \‘Qj} '\_/’ & & - t’

P The Lord be with you.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord

our God.

It is right to give Him thanks

13-

and praise.



PROPER PREFACE
(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS
h | o | |
[ ———_—_——
- vy ] !
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:

Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -

san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

(P) Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

-14-



THE LORD'S PRAYER

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

ol > o_nJ

[P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

-15-



Sit
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

DISTRIBUTION
Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to
receive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration

side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the
chalice) or individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in
the chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are

unable to consume alcohol.

If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please
let the usher know, and Pastors will bring communion to you in

your pew.

HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid LSB 500

1 Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world’s foundations first were laid,
Come, visit ev’ry humble mind;
Come, pour Your joys on humankind;
From sin and sorrow set us free;
May we Your living temples be.

2 O Source of uncreated light,
The bearer of God’s gracious might,
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire,
Our hearts with heav’nly love inspire;
Your sacred, healing message bring
To sanctify us as we sing.

3 Giver of grace, descend from high;

Your sev’nfold gifts to us supply;
Help us eternal truths receive

-16-



Stand

Sit

And practice all that we believe;
Give us Yourself that we may see
The glory of the Trinity.

Immortal honor, endless fame
Attend the almighty Father’s name;
The Savior-Son be glorified,

Who for all humankind has died;
To You, O Paraclete, we raise

Unending songs of thanks and praise.

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

1

Stamd

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress;
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in His faithfulness.

Fatherlike He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hand He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet His mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore Him;
You behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
All who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.

-17-
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P} Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
o)
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A - men.
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P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and =} give you peace.

)
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CLOSING HYMN
Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain LSB 865

1 Lord, help us ever to retain
The Catechism’s doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of truth
In simple style to tender youth.

2 Help us Your holy Law to learn,
To mourn our sin and from it turn
In faith to You and to Your Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One.

3 Hear us, dear Father, when we pray
For needed help from day to day
That as Your children we may live,
Whom You baptized and so received.

4 Lord, when we fall or go astray,
Absolve and lift us up, we pray;
And through the Sacrament increase
Our faith till we depart in peace. Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online
donation, please use the QR code below. PayPal covers all transaction
fees. You are donating to PayPal Giving Fund, a 501C(3) charity. Your
donation is tax-deductible.
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Praise God for the baptisms of Alex Christop her
and Brian Ethan Hau, sons of John and Kimi Hau

CALENDAR

THIS WEEK

SUNDAY (9/21)

9:00AM Bible Class

10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:30AM  Elders Meeting
11:30AM  Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY (9/24)

11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
SATURDAY (9/27)

5:00pm Worship-Lord’s Supper

NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY (9/28)

9:00AM Bible Class
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:30AM  Altar Guild Meeting
11:30AM  Choir Practice
MONDAY (9/29)

6:30PM  Girl Scouts
WEDNESDAY (10/1)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
SATURDAY (10/4)

10:00AM  Quilt Class

5:00pm Partners in Faith Worship




Please join us for a Welcome Baby Reception after the 10 o’clock
service on Sunday, November 2. Both men and women are invited.

Pastor and Mrs. Swenson are expecting a baby girl !

There will be light refreshments in the fellowship hall immediately
after the service. All are invited. No gifts necessary, but Faith is
registered at Target and Amazon. Diapers and girl clothes are also
welcome. Come celebrate this blessing!

To access the baby registry sites:

Amazon:

Amazon baby registry. On Find a baby registry by name, put Faith
Swenson. Click Search. Then click Faith Swenson, San Francisco,
Expected Arrival Date of December 12, 2025.

Target:

Target baby registry. On Find a register or wish list, put Faith
Swenson. Click Search. Then click View on Faith Swenson &
Jacob Swenson Baby San Francisco 12/12/2025.

Sunday, October 5, 2025

West Portal Lutheran would like to invite you to a Lifetime Plan for
Giving Presentation.

Have you given a Christian blessing to your family in your will?
You can let your loved ones know of your faith in Jesus as your
Savior and remind them that you are in Heaven waiting to be with
them again. Join us for a virtual Lifetime Plan for Giving
presentation (Oct. 5™) at 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. to discuss God pleasing
ways to develop your will & estate plan that will best enable
transferring your blessings to family & ministries that you care so
much about. A lite lunch will be served in the Parish Hall before the
presentation. Join the English District Gift Planning Counselor

Ron Grimm who can assist you in uncovering your Lifetime Plan for
Giving that God has written on your heart. Sign up in the narthex or
contact Ron at (412) 584-7039 or Ron.Grimm@LFND.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS September 21, 2025

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
In-Person and On-Line

Pastor Binz is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on
Wednesday mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library. If you
would be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact

Pastor Binz, pastorcbinz@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the
link for joining the class.

Sundays, 9:00AM

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Swenson at 9:00 a.m. in the Church
Fellowship Hall.

Children Sunday School - Led by Edward & Rebecca Chan at 9:00
a.m. in the Church Library.

ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX:

e Portals of Prayer for October—December

o Latest issue of PortaLight

o Current issue of the Lutheran Witness

e Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed
in these bulletins.

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for your use
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers.

Pastor Binz will be out of town from September 15 to 22. Please keep
him and Stacey in your prayers.

Housing Assistance Needed! Our Accountant, Xhensila (pronounced
Jensilla) is looking for an in-law unit, a small apartment or a room to rent
with kitchen privileges near the church or along a bus line to the church.
For further information, you may call her at 425-301-9014. Thanks!
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, home-
bound, or recovering from recent hospitalization: Elfriede Bonfert;
Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-
law; Bill Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s
father; Gilbert Mogyorossy; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski;
Cheryl Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin Yee.

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service

In Person........coceveereune. 14
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
In Person.......c.cooceveereence.
On-Line....
<] | PO
Communed Saturday ................. 12
Communed Sunday .........ccc........ 53
Sunday Bible Class................ 13
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West Portal Lutheran
—— Church & School ——

Worship Services
Saturday, 5:00PM
Sunday, 10:00AM

Bible Classes
Wednesday, 11:00AM
Sunday, 9:00AM

Sunday School
Sunday, 9:00AM

CHURCH
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-661-0242
WWW.
westportallutheran.org

SCHOOL
Sloat Campus
200 Sloat Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94132
415-665-6330

Sunset Campus
3101 Moraga Street
San Francisco CA 94122
415-731-3000
www.wplsf.com

Rev. Curtis Binz,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Jacob Swenson,
Associate Pastor

Ms. Sherise Lee,
Principal

Mrs. Sherilyn Jew,
Director of
Teaching Learning Curriculum

Ms. Amy Kao
Church Music Director
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