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ADVENT MIDWEEK 3—DECEMBER 17, 2025 

Cඋජർඁൾ 
 
 

THEME OF THE DAY 
“Prepare!”Ê isÊ oftenÊ theÊ watchwordÊ ofÊ theÊ seasonÊ asÊ theÊ worldÊ getsÊ

readyÊ forÊ anotherÊ celebrationÊ ofÊ Christmas.Ê AnÊ integralÊ partÊ ofÊ anyÊ
preparationÊ isÊ decoration.Ê WeÊ seeÊ decorationsÊ everywhereÊ thisÊ timeÊ ofÊ
year.ÊTheÊworldÊmayÊnotÊcomprehendÊtheÊrealÊmeaningÊofÊChristmas,ÊbutÊ
evenÊ secularÊ preparationsÊ useÊmanyÊ ofÊ theÊ sameÊ decorationsÊ belovedÊ byÊ
Christians—anÊ appropriationÊ weÊ shouldn’tÊ mindÊ atÊ all,Ê becauseÊ theseÊ
decorationsÊpointÊusÊtoÊChrist.ÊThisÊyear,ÊasÊweÊlookÊforwardÊagainÊtoÊtheÊ
comingÊofÊtheÊMessiah,ÊweÊtakeÊaÊfreshÊlookÊatÊhowÊtheÊadornmentsÊofÊtheÊ
seasonÊdrawÊourÊeyesÊtoÊJesus,ÊthatÊweÊmayÊmoreÊrichlyÊbeholdÊtheÊlove,Ê
peace,Êjoy,ÊandÊhopeÊHeÊcomesÊtoÊbringÊasÊthisÊbeautyÊisÊsetÊbeforeÊus. 

Tonight,Ê weÊ focusÊ onÊ theÊ crèche—thoseÊ miniatureÊ modelsÊ ofÊ theÊ
nativityÊsceneÊthatÊaboundÊeachÊDecember.ÊUnlikeÊlightsÊandÊevergreens,Ê
theÊsymbolsÊthatÊaidedÊourÊmeditationÊtheseÊlastÊtwoÊweeks,ÊtheÊcrècheÊisÊ
distinctlyÊ Christian.Ê InÊ it,Ê weÊ beholdÊ Mary,Ê Joseph,Ê theÊ shepherds,Ê theÊ
Magi,ÊtheÊangels,ÊtheÊstableÊanimals,Êand,ÊatÊtheÊcenter,ÊbabyÊJesus.ÊSomeÊ
placesÊintroduceÊtheÊcharactersÊinÊchronologicalÊorder;ÊothersÊputÊthemÊallÊ
outÊatÊ once.ÊEitherÊway,Ê theÊ crècheÊ representsÊ aÊ crucial,ÊhistoricalÊ event:Ê
GodÊ takingÊonÊhumanÊ formÊandÊhumanÊnatureÊsoÊ thatÊHeÊcouldÊ takeÊourÊ
placeÊ andÊ redeemÊ usÊ fromÊ allÊ sin.Ê WeÊ beholdÊ itÊ withÊ freshÊ eyesÊ thisÊ
evening. 

 
 
PRELUDE  
  
WELCOME 
 
Stand 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    Psalm 51: 15, 70:1 

P OÊLord,ÊopenÊmyÊlips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
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P MakeÊhaste,ÊOÊGod,ÊtoÊdeliverÊme; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

+ÊPSALMODYÊ+ 
PSALM   Psalm 89:1-8; antiphon: v. 8 

P OÊLඈඋൽÊGodÊofÊhosts,ÊwhoÊisÊmightyÊasÊYouÊare,ÊOÊLඈඋൽ,Ê
withÊYourÊfaithfulnessÊallÊaroundÊYou? 

C I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lඈඋൽ, forever; 
with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to 
all generations. 

 
P ForÊ IÊ said,Ê “SteadfastÊ loveÊwillÊ beÊ builtÊ upÊ forever;Ê inÊ theÊ

heavensÊYouÊwillÊestablishÊYourÊfaithfulness.” 
C You have said, “I have made a covenant with My chosen 

one; I have sworn to David My servant: 
 
P ‘IÊ willÊ establishÊ yourÊ offspringÊ forever,Ê andÊ buildÊ yourÊ

throneÊforÊallÊgenerations.’” 
C Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O Lඈඋൽ, Your 

faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 
 
P ForÊwhoÊ inÊ theÊ skiesÊ canÊbeÊ comparedÊ toÊ theÊLඈඋൽ?ÊWhoÊ

amongÊtheÊheavenlyÊbeingsÊisÊlikeÊtheÊLඈඋൽ, 
C a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy 

ones, and awesome above all who are around Him? 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 
P OÊLඈඋൽÊGodÊofÊhosts,ÊwhoÊisÊmightyÊasÊYouÊare,ÊOÊLඈඋൽ,Ê

withÊYourÊfaithfulnessÊallÊaroundÊYou? 
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HYMN 
 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus               LSB 338 

 1 Come,ÊThouÊlong-expectedÊJesus, 
     BornÊtoÊsetÊThyÊpeopleÊfree; 
 FromÊourÊfearsÊandÊsinsÊreleaseÊus; 
     LetÊusÊfindÊourÊrestÊinÊThee. 
 Israel’sÊstrengthÊandÊconsolation, 
     HopeÊofÊallÊtheÊearthÊThouÊart, 
 DearÊdesireÊofÊev’ryÊnation, 
     JoyÊofÊev’ryÊlongingÊheart. 

 
 2 BornÊThyÊpeopleÊtoÊdeliver; 

     BornÊaÊchildÊandÊyetÊaÊking! 
 BornÊtoÊreignÊinÊusÊforever, 
     NowÊThyÊgraciousÊkingdomÊbring. 
 ByÊThineÊownÊeternalÊSpirit 
     RuleÊinÊallÊourÊheartsÊalone; 
 ByÊThineÊall-sufficientÊmerit 
     RaiseÊusÊtoÊThyÊgloriousÊthrone.  PublicÊdomain 

 
Sit 

+ÊREADINGS+ 

FIRST READING     ÊÊÊÊÊ1 John 1:1-4 

P AÊreadingÊfromÊFirstÊJohn,ÊtheÊfirstÊchapter. 
 
 ThatÊwhichÊwasÊfromÊtheÊbeginning,ÊwhichÊweÊhaveÊheard,ÊwhichÊ
weÊhaveÊseenÊwithÊourÊeyes,ÊwhichÊweÊlookedÊuponÊandÊhaveÊtouchedÊ
withÊourÊhands,ÊconcerningÊtheÊwordÊofÊlife—ÊtheÊlifeÊwasÊmadeÊmanifest,Ê
andÊweÊhaveÊseenÊit,ÊandÊtestifyÊtoÊitÊandÊproclaimÊtoÊyouÊtheÊeternalÊlife,Ê
whichÊwasÊwithÊtheÊFatherÊandÊwasÊmadeÊmanifestÊtoÊus—ÊthatÊwhichÊweÊ
haveÊseenÊandÊheardÊweÊproclaimÊalsoÊtoÊyou,ÊsoÊthatÊyouÊtooÊmayÊhaveÊ
fellowshipÊwithÊus;ÊandÊindeedÊourÊfellowshipÊisÊwithÊtheÊFatherÊandÊwithÊ
hisÊSonÊJesusÊChrist.ÊAndÊweÊareÊwritingÊtheseÊthingsÊsoÊthatÊourÊjoyÊmayÊ
beÊcomplete. 
 

P OÊLord,ÊhaveÊmercyÊonÊus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING           Matthew 1:18-25 

P AÊreadingÊfromÊSt.ÊMatthew,ÊtheÊfirstÊchapter. 
 
 NowÊtheÊbirthÊofÊJesusÊChristÊtookÊplaceÊinÊthisÊway.ÊWhenÊhisÊ
motherÊMaryÊhadÊbeenÊbetrothedÊtoÊJoseph,ÊbeforeÊtheyÊcameÊtogetherÊsheÊ
wasÊfoundÊtoÊbeÊwithÊchildÊfromÊtheÊHolyÊSpirit.ÊAndÊherÊhusbandÊJoseph,Ê
beingÊaÊjustÊmanÊandÊunwillingÊtoÊputÊherÊtoÊshame,ÊresolvedÊtoÊdivorceÊ
herÊquietly.ÊButÊasÊheÊconsideredÊtheseÊthings,Êbehold,ÊanÊangelÊofÊtheÊ
LordÊappearedÊtoÊhimÊinÊaÊdream,Êsaying,Ê“Joseph,ÊsonÊofÊDavid,ÊdoÊnotÊ
fearÊtoÊtakeÊMaryÊasÊyourÊwife,ÊforÊthatÊwhichÊisÊconceivedÊinÊherÊisÊfromÊ
theÊHolyÊSpirit.ÊSheÊwillÊbearÊaÊson,ÊandÊyouÊshallÊcallÊhisÊnameÊJesus,ÊforÊ
heÊwillÊsaveÊhisÊpeopleÊfromÊtheirÊsins.”ÊAllÊthisÊtookÊplaceÊtoÊfulfillÊwhatÊ
theÊLordÊhadÊspokenÊbyÊtheÊprophet: 

“Behold,ÊtheÊvirginÊshallÊconceiveÊandÊbearÊaÊson, 
 andÊtheyÊshallÊcallÊhisÊnameÊImmanuel” 

(whichÊmeans,ÊGodÊwithÊus).ÊWhenÊJosephÊwokeÊfromÊsleep,ÊheÊdidÊasÊtheÊ
angelÊofÊtheÊLordÊcommandedÊhim:ÊheÊtookÊhisÊwife,ÊbutÊknewÊherÊnotÊ
untilÊsheÊhadÊgivenÊbirthÊtoÊaÊson.ÊAndÊheÊcalledÊhisÊnameÊJesus. 
 

P OÊLord,ÊhaveÊmercyÊonÊus. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT 
P Behold,ÊtheÊdaysÊareÊcoming,ÊsaysÊtheÊLord,ÊwhenÊIÊwillÊraiseÊupÊ

forÊDavidÊaÊrighteousÊBranch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 
P InÊHisÊdaysÊJudahÊwillÊbeÊsaved,ÊandÊIsraelÊwillÊdwellÊsecurely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 
P GloryÊbeÊtoÊtheÊFatherÊandÊtoÊtheÊSonÊandÊtoÊtheÊHolyÊSpirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 
SERMON           “A God That Can Be Touched” 
         Text: 1 John 1:1-4 
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MUSICAL  OFFERING 
 OfferingÊ platesÊ toÊ receiveÊ yourÊ offeringÊ areÊ locatedÊ atÊ theÊ
SanctuaryÊEntrance. 

+ÊCANTICLEÊ+ 
Stand  
 

HYMN  My Soul Rejoices            LSB 933 

 1 MyÊsoulÊrejoices, 
     MyÊspiritÊvoices— 
 SingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊtheÊLord! 
     ForÊGodÊmyÊSavior 
     HasÊshownÊmeÊfavor— 
 SingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊtheÊLord! 
     WithÊpraiseÊandÊblessing, 
     JoinÊinÊconfessing 
     God,ÊwhoÊisÊsolely 
     MightyÊandÊholy— 
 OÊsingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊGodÊtheÊLord! 
     HisÊmercyÊsurely 
     ShallÊrestÊsecurely 
     OnÊallÊwhoÊfearÊHim, 
     LoveÊandÊrevereÊHim— 
 OÊsingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊGodÊtheÊLord! 

 
 2 HisÊarmÊnowÊbaring, 

     HisÊstrengthÊdeclaring— 
 SingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊtheÊLord! 
     TheÊproudÊHeÊscatters, 
     TheirÊruleÊHeÊshatters— 
 SingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊtheÊLord! 
     OppressionÊhalted; 
     TheÊmeekÊexalted. 
     FullÊareÊtheÊhungry; 
     Empty,ÊtheÊwealthy— 
 OÊsingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊGodÊtheÊLord! 
     HereÊisÊtheÊtoken 
     AllÊthatÊwasÊspoken 
     ToÊAbr’ham’sÊoffspring 
     GodÊisÊfulfilling— 
 OÊsingÊtheÊgreatnessÊofÊGodÊtheÊLord! 

 
©Ê1991ÊStephenÊP.ÊStarke,Êadmin.ÊConcordiaÊPublishingÊHouse.ÊUsedÊbyÊpermission:ÊLSBÊHymnÊLicenseÊno.Ê
110000549 
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+ÊPRAYERÊ+ 
KYRIE 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
COLLECTS 

P TheÊLordÊbeÊwithÊyou. 
C And with your spirit. 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P OÊGod,ÊfromÊwhomÊcomeÊallÊholyÊdesires,ÊallÊgoodÊcounsels,ÊandÊ

allÊjustÊworks,ÊgiveÊtoÊus,ÊYourÊservants,ÊthatÊpeaceÊwhichÊtheÊ
worldÊcannotÊgive,ÊthatÊourÊheartsÊmayÊbeÊsetÊtoÊobeyÊYourÊ
commandmentsÊandÊalsoÊthatÊwe,ÊbeingÊdefendedÊfromÊtheÊfearÊ
ofÊourÊenemies,ÊmayÊliveÊinÊpeaceÊandÊquietness;ÊthroughÊJesusÊ
Christ,ÊYourÊSon,ÊourÊLord,ÊwhoÊlivesÊandÊreignsÊwithÊYouÊandÊ
theÊHolyÊSpirit,ÊoneÊGod,ÊnowÊandÊforever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS 

P LetÊusÊblessÊtheÊLord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION 

P TheÊgraceÊofÊourÊLordÊTÊJesusÊChristÊandÊtheÊloveÊofÊGodÊandÊ
theÊcommunionÊofÊtheÊHolyÊSpiritÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  

        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel          LSB 357, Sts. 1,5 

 1 OÊcome,ÊOÊcome,ÊEmmanuel, 
 AndÊransomÊcaptiveÊIsrael, 
 ThatÊmournsÊinÊlonelyÊexileÊhere 
 UntilÊtheÊSonÊofÊGodÊappear.ÊRefrain 

 
 Refrain 
  Rejoice!ÊRejoice!ÊEmmanuel 

 ShallÊcomeÊtoÊthee,ÊOÊIsrael! 
 
 5 OÊcome,ÊThouÊKeyÊofÊDavid,Êcome, 

 AndÊopenÊwideÊourÊheav’nlyÊhome; 
 MakeÊsafeÊtheÊwayÊthatÊleadsÊonÊhigh, 
 AndÊcloseÊtheÊpathÊtoÊmisery.ÊRefrain  PublicÊdomain 

 
Sit 
 
POSTLUDE 

+  SERVING YOU TODAY  + 

Preacher  The Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor 
Liturgist The Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor 
Pianist Amy Kao 
Altar Guild Ernestine Gutter, Darlene Hartman, 

 Rebecca Chan 
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Christmas Services 
 

JoinÊwithÊusÊandÊinviteÊfamilyÊandÊfriendsÊtoÊworshipÊtheÊ
LordÊatÊanyÊofÊourÊChristmasÊServices.Ê 

7:00 PM    Dൾർൾආൻൾඋ 24ඍඁ—Cඁඋංඌඍආൺඌ Eඏൾ Cൺඇൽඅൾඅං඀ඁඍ Sൾඋඏංർൾ 
ScriptureÊlessons,ÊlightingÊofÊcandles;ÊChristmasÊmusic 
 
10:00 AM  Dൾർൾආൻൾඋ 25ඍඁ—Cඁඋංඌඍආൺඌ Dൺඒ - Fൾඌඍංඏൺඅ Eඎർඁൺඋංඌඍ 
CarolsÊandÊhymns;ÊLord’sÊSupper 
 
No Sൺඍඎඋൽൺඒ  Dൾർൾආൻൾඋ 27ඍඁ Sൾඋඏංർൾ 
 
10:00 AM  December 28th Sඎඇൽൺඒ Wඈඋඌඁංඉ Sൾඋඏංർൾ 
Lord’sÊSupper 
 
Nඈ Nൾඐ Yൾൺඋ’ඌ Eඏൾ ඈඋ Nൾඐ Yൾൺඋ’ඌ Dൺඒ Sൾඋඏංർൾs  
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Join Us!  Pastor Binz’s Retirement Reception  
 
TheÊWPLÊFellowshipÊCommitteeÊisÊthrowingÊaÊretirementÊreceptionÊ
toÊhonorÊPastor Curtis BinzÊforÊhisÊincredibleÊ26ÊyearsÊofÊministryÊ
andÊguidance. 
 
ComeÊshareÊyourÊfavoriteÊmemoriesÊandÊenjoyÊsomeÊfellowship,Ê
food,ÊandÊfunÊasÊweÊsendÊPastorÊBinzÊoffÊtoÊhisÊwell-deservedÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
retirement! 
 
When:  Sunday, 1-4-2026, 11:15 a.m.  
Where:  Parish Hall of WPL Church, 200 Sloat Blvd., SF 
Details:  Light reception and cake will be served. 
 
PleaseÊhelpÊusÊgetÊaÊheadcountÊbyÊlettingÊmeÊknowÊifÊyouÊcanÊmakeÊitÊ
byÊSunday, 12/28. 
 
Contact:ÊÊ415-661-0242,ÊextensionÊ221ÊorÊmay.luu@wplsf.comÊtoÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
RSVP. 
 
Let’sÊmakeÊthisÊaÊmemorableÊsend-off! 
 
MayÊLuu 
ChurchÊSecretary/AdministrativeÊAssistant 
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Worship Services 
Saturday,Ê5:00PM 
Sunday,Ê10:00AM 

 
Bible Classes 

Wednesday,Ê11:00AM 
Sunday,Ê9:00AM 

 
Sunday School 
Sunday,Ê9:00AM 

 
CHURCH 

200ÊSloatÊBoulevard 
SanÊFranciscoÊCAÊ94132 

415-661-0242 
www. 

westportallutheran.org 
 

SCHOOL 
SloatÊCampus 

200ÊSloatÊBoulevard 
SanÊFranciscoÊCAÊ94132 

415-665-6330 
 

SunsetÊCampus 
3101ÊMoragaÊStreet 

SanÊFranciscoÊCAÊ94122 
415-731-3000 
www.wplsf.com 

 
Rev.ÊCurtisÊBinz, 

Senior Pastor 
  

Rev.ÊJacobÊSwenson, 
Associate Pastor 

  
Ms.ÊSheriseÊLee, 

Principal 
 

Mrs.ÊSherilynÊJew, 
Assistant to the Principal- 

Teaching, Learning, Curriculum 
 

Ms.ÊAmyÊKao 
Church Music Director 

Advent Midweek 3 
12/17/25 
7:00PM 


