


Second Sunday in Advent December 7, 2025
10:00AM

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS!

WELCOME! A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come
to worship with us today. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy
and hope as we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or
visitor with us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Binz and
sign our guest book. We look forward to having you worship with us
again.

SERVING YOU TODAY
Preacher & Celebrant Rev. Curtis Binz, Senior Pastor
Assisting Elders Stanley Tom, Ron Soper
Organist Amy Kao
Lectors Terry Hesselroth, Beverly Dye
Grade 54 Nina Davis, 54 Teacher
Ushers Tom Wedergren, Steve Wood,

Alex Lew, Robert Bok

Altar Guild Rebecca Chan
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Divine Service, Setting Four

Lutheran Service Book, page 203

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Stand

OPENING HYMN Dearest Jesus, We Are Here

1

Dearest Jesus, we are here,
Gladly Your command obeying;
With this child we now draw near
In response to Your own saying
That to You it shall be given
As a child and heir of heaven.

Your command is clear and plain,
And we would obey it duly:

“You must all be born again,
Heart and life renewing truly,

Born of water and the Spirit,

And My kingdom thus inherit.”

Therefore we have come to You,

In our arms this infant bearing.
Truly here Your grace we view;

May this child, Your mercy sharing,
In Your arms be shielded ever,
Yours on earth and Yours forever.

Gracious Head, Your member own,;
Shepherd, take Your lamb and feed it;

Prince of Peace, make here Your throne;
Way of Life, to heaven lead it;

Precious Vine, let nothing sever

From Your side this branch forever.

Now into Your heart we pour

Prayers that from our hearts proceeded.
Our petitions heav’nward soar;

May our hearts’ desires be heeded!
Write the name we now have given,;
Write it in the book of heaven!
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THE BAPTISMS OF Nerriah Lyric Luna Perez and Naleya Aria
Arinna Perez, daughters of Franklin and Christina Perez.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

P

®

® & @&

o)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 80:1, 3, 14, 17; antiphon: Isaiah 62:11b; 30:30, 29

(P}  Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes.”
The Lorp will cause his majestic voice to be heard, and
you shall have gladness of heart.

P}  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a
flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be
saved!

Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see.
But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the
son of man whom you have made strong for yourself'!

®=

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

(P] Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes.”

The Lorp will cause his majestic voice to be heard, and
you shall have gladness of heart.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to
serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen

Sit



OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 4:1-6

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all
the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming
shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked,
for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I
act, says the LORD of hosts.

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just
decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and
awesome day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers
to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come
and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to
show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
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And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.



[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars,
and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring
of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding
of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place,
straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.”

And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the
trees. As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and
know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come
upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on
the face of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that
you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON HYMN

When Peace, like a River LSB 763

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain



Refrain
It is well (It is well)
with my soul, (with my soul),
It is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain Public domain

Sit

SERMON “Hopeful Living”
Text: Romans 15:4-13

Stand

NICENE CREED

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
Heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

9.



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition:

(P} Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Sit

TITHES AND OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

Piano Solo: Tobin Wong (5A4)

Grade 5A: Yo Tengo Un Amigo Que Me Ama
(I have a Friend who loves me)
Piano Accompanist: Sheldon Lee (54)

Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} 1t is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You
so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
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thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and

saying:
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P)] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

(P} In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the
Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws
near.

(P]  With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident
that in His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we
receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until
He comes again in glory.

(P}  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

(P} In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI
0O # . | |
[A g 1 [ | 1 | ] P11 |
" | e || & 3° d | < e | © |
U [ 4 [ 4 Leg
10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
n # | I T } |
i) e e |
o I I ] I
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.
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Sit

DISTRIBUTION

Regarding our Holy Communion practices this morning:

e We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to receive
the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration side of our
Welcome-Worship Registration Card.

e The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chalice) or
individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in the chalices in
the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable to consume
alcohol.

e If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please let
the usher know, and Pastor will bring communion to you in your pew.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending
Comes our homage to demand.

2 King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food.

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!” Public domain
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P)

(P

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN The Advent of Our King LSB 331

1

The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

The everlasting Son
Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on
To set His servants free.

O Zion’s daughter, rise
To meet your lowly King,

Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

As judge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again

And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.
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5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

6 All glory to the Son,
‘Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity. Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of

West Portal Lutheran Church. If you wish to make an online
donation, please use the QR code below. PayPal covers all transaction
fees. You are donating to PayPal Giving Fund, a 501C(3) charity. Your
donation is tax-deductible.

Praise God for the baptisms of Nerriah Perez and
Naleya Perez, daughters of Franklin and Christina
Perez.
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Praise and thanks be to God for three new
babies in the community of faith here at
WPL. Pastor Swenson and Faith had a baby
girl Tabitha Joy born on November 26.
Darlene Hartman’s granddaughter had a
baby boy Levi Edward Hoover born on
November 26. Joseph Man and Phuong
Cooc had a baby boy Adam Man born on November 28. Keep these
families and infants in your prayers. Thanks be to God for the gift of
life.

We extend our deepest sympathy to the friends and family of Effie Randall
whom the Lord called to His side on December 4.

Year-End Reminder from our Accountant

THANK YOU for your tithes and offerings for the Lord’s
Kingdom work. Your contributions are appreciated, including
gifts of stocks, bonds, IRA distributions, or corporate match-
ing funds. Remember that contributing securities that have
risen in value provides you with a larger tax deduction and
avoids capital gains tax. If you wish to donate stock or other
securities, or request matching funds from your employer,
please contact the Accountant at 415-661-0242 ext. 225, or by
email at accounting@wplsf.com.

Gary Presley-Nelson, Vice President Church Council
West Portal Lutheran Church & School
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Midweek Advent Services
Continue in December

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of
the Lord our Savior. He first came in the flesh at
Christmas, the fulfillment of all the prophecies of
the Old Testament. More than that, however, He
comes to us today in His Word and Sacraments.
Then, as at His first coming, we gather now in
patient anticipation of His final coming in the day of
the resurrection of all flesh.

This Advent we are reminded that Christ is born in us spiritually to-
day and every day. He enters into us daily to strengthen and support
us, save us and renew us. We are changed by his presence within us
as we become more and more like him in the living of our lives.

We continue to gather for Midweek Advent Services on Wednesdays,
December 10 and 17 at 7:00PM.

Advent Midweek 2 - December 10, 2025
Title: Lights

Advent Midweek 3 - December 17, 2025
Title: Creche

o ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available
g on the table in the Narthex. Be sure to pick up one for
use during Advent.
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Altar Flower
Donations

The Altar Guild is again planning to purchase poinsettias to help
decorate the Church during this Christmas Season. If you would
like to help by donating to the flower fund, please complete this
form and return it to the Church Office by Sunday, December 14.
The suggested minimum donation is $15.00. Please make the
check payable to Altar Guild—West Portal Lutheran Church.

Name of person(s) donating flowers

Name of person(s) honored or remembered

WPL School PTL
Christmas Faire

Saturday, December 13
10:00AM—3:30PM

Join us for our Christmas Faire — an annual fundraising event and
one of the school’s largest events! Each year the faire features
caroling hosted by grades K-6, a silent auction, delicious food,
carnival games, bake sale, various vendor tables selling items to
kick off your holiday shopping, and a great time for fellowship
with the school and community.
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ﬂ@g Christmas Services

Join with us and invite family and friends to worship the
Lord at any of our Christmas Services.
7:00 PM DECEMBER 24TH—CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Scripture lessons, lighting of candles; Christmas music

10:00 AM DECEMBER 25TH—CHRISTMAS DAY - FESTIVAL EUCHARIST
Carols and hymns; Lord’s Supper

No SATURDAY DECEMBER 27TH SERVICE

10:00 AM December 28th SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Lord’s Supper

No NEw YEAR’S EVE OR NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICES

n&fq/tﬁ

The Altar Guild is seeking new members to help with our essential
ministry of preparing the church for worship. This is a quiet, behind-
the-scenes way to contribute to the beauty and reverence of our
services, and we are currently in need of more dedicated members to
help with our important work.

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve,
please contact Rebecca Chan at 317-508-3901.

Thank you for considering this vital ministry.

In Christ,
The Altar Guild
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Our Pastors *.

RETIREME §T

Join Us! Pastor Binz’s Retirement Reception

The WPL Fellowship Committee is throwing a retirement reception
to honor Pastor Curtis Binz for his incredible 26 years of ministry
and guidance.

Come share your favorite memories and enjoy some fellowship,
food, and fun as we send Pastor Binz off to his well-deserved
retirement!

When: Sunday, 1-4-2026, 11:15 a.m.
Where: Parish Hall of WPL Church, 200 Sloat Blvd., SF
Details: Light reception and cake will be served.

Please help us get a headcount by letting me know if you can make it
by Sunday, 12/28.

Contact: 415-661-0242, extension 221 or may.luu@wplsf.com to
RSVP.

Let’s make this a memorable send-off!

May Luu
Church Secretary/Administrative Assistant
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Welcome To Our New Business Manager!

Mr. Robert Watson, originally from Great Britain, has lived in San Francisco
for 12 years.

He is a Chartered Accountant with extensive experience in central and local
government in the UK, having served as the Chief Executive and Director of
Finance for the city/county of South Oxfordshire, overseeing a wide range of
local government services including the management of 7000 social housing
units, environmental health, administration of the local planning and zoning
laws, finance, budgeting and tax collection.

Robert, in the past, has also served as Secretary to the Consultative Council on
Local Government Finance, where he advised government ministers on matters
current at the time including tax issues. He also has worked as a school auditor
in Poole Borough Council which had the responsibility for the administration
of the State Schools in the area.

He was Chief Accountant in Hastings Borough Council, a town which is
famous for its history where the battle of Hastings took place in 1066 and
Norman the Conqueror defeated King Harold and established the royal dynasty
which still exists to this day.

Robert presents with an extensive academic history in finance, accounting, and
economics, as well as post graduate studies in strategic management.

He and his wife enjoy time with his son’s family, including an 8 year old
grandson, who also live locally.

Robert is a devoted Christian, who comes to us, in his own words and those of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to serve not be served. We are pleased to
welcome Robert into our West Portal Lutheran Church and School Community.
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Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week
Saturday, 5:00PM Service
In Person........ccccoevvirenene. 12
Sunday, 10:00AM Service
IN Person.....ccccoeveeviennns 55
On-Ling....cocvvrerrerrirennns 60
......................... 127
Communed Saturday .........cc.c..... 10
Communed Sunday ........c.coceeeee 45
Sunday Bible Class ............... 1
Wednesday Bible Class........... 6

CALENDAR

THIS WEEK
SUNDAY (12/7)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY (12/10)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
7:00PM Midweek Advent Service
THURSDAY (12/11)
5:00PM Confirmation Class
SATURDAY (12/13)
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY (12/14)
9:00AM Adult Bible Class
9:00AM Children Sunday School
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper
11:15AM  Choir Practice
WEDNESDAY (12/17)
11:00AM Midweek Bible Class
7:00PM Midweek Advent Service
THURSDAY (12/18)
5:00PM Confirmation Class
SATURDAY (12/20)
5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper

Yee.

LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for those who are ill, homebound,
or recovering from recent hospitalization: Dick Bass; Elfriede Bonfert;
Charlene Bruggemann-Wong; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill
Eves, Virginia Ferry’s cousin; Virginia Ferry; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s
father; Gilbert Mogyorossy; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow; Ray Toloski; Nancy
Tso; Elise Wen, Patrick Man’s friend; Cheryl Wong; Marilyn Wong; Franklin
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