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Rogate (Sixth Sunday of Easter) May 10, 2026 
Mother’s Day 10:00AM 

WELCOME, FRIENDS AND GUESTS! 

A cordial welcome is extended to all who have come to worship with us 
this morning. May God’s loving presence fill us with joy and hope as 
we prepare ourselves to follow Christ. If you are a guest or visitor with 
us, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Swenson and sign our 
guest book. We look forward to having you worship with us again. 

 

SERVING YOU TODAY 

Preacher &Celebrant Rev. Jacob Swenson, Associate Pastor 
Assisting Elders Stanley Tom, Donald Woo 
Organist Amy Kao 
Lector Dick Bass 
Ushers Tom Wedegren, Steve Wood, Robert Bok 
Altar Guild Darlene Hartman, Ernestine Gutter, 
  Rhonda Short, Angie Holt, Rebecca Chan 

 
THE CHANCEL FLOWERS are given by Ray and Kathy Holstead 
honoring all mothers on Mother’s Day, and commemorating the 15th 
birthday of their granddaughter Emily Alice Holstead on May 15th.  The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. 
Lamentations 3:22-23 
 
The Father Answers Our Prayers Because of Jesus 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, 
he will give it to you” (John 16:23). To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray as 
one who has been baptized. For it is in the water that He put His name 
upon you, claiming you as His own, making you a son of God with 
access to the Father. By His incarnation and crucifixion, our Lord Jesus 
broke through the barrier of sin which separated us from God, opening a 
portal to the Father. To pray in Jesus’ name is to pray with faith in Him 
as the one Mediator between God and men, who gave Himself a ransom 
for all (1 Tim. 2:1–6). Like Moses in the wilderness, Jesus is our go-
between and intercessor before the throne of heaven. He was lifted up 
for us on the cross that we might be saved and restored to fellowship 
with the Father (Num. 21:4–9). Looking into this perfect teaching of 
liberty (James 1:22–27) we pray with boldness and confidence as dear 
children of God. 
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Divine Service, Setting One 
Lutheran Service Book, page 151 

PRELUDE  
  
WELCOME 
 
Stand 
 
OPENING HYMN 

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray           LSB 663 

 1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 
     From your sleep awaken! 
 Be not by the evil day 
     Unawares o’ertaken; 
         For the foe, 
         Well we know, 
     Is a harvest reaping 
     While the saints are sleeping. 

 
 2 Watch against the devil’s snares 

     Lest asleep he find you; 
 For indeed no pains he spares 
     To deceive and blind you. 
         Satan’s prey 
         Oft are they 
     Who secure are sleeping 
     And no watch are keeping. 

 
 3 Watch! Let not the wicked world 

     With its lies defeat you 
 Lest with bold deceptions hurled 
     It betray and cheat you. 
         Watch and see 
         Lest there be 
     Faithless friends to charm you, 
     Who but seek to harm you. 
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 4 Watch against yourself, my soul, 
     Lest with grace you trifle; 
 Let not self your thoughts control 
     Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
         Pride and sin 
         Lurk within, 
     All your hopes to shatter; 
     Heed not when they flatter. 

 
 5 But while watching, also pray 

     To the Lord unceasing. 
 God protects you day by day, 
     Strength and faith increasing, 
         So that still 
         Mind and will 
     Shall unite to serve Him 
     And forever love Him.   Public domain 

 

Cඈඇൿൾඌඌංඈඇ ൺඇൽ Aൻඌඈඅඎඍංඈඇ 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sin-

ful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-
give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 
Sൾඋඏංർൾ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Wඈඋൽ 

 
INTROIT  Psalm 66:1–2a, 17, 19–20; antiphon: Isaiah 48:20b 

P [With a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to 
the end of the earth. Alleluia. The Lඈඋൽ has redeemed his 
servant Jacob! Alleluia.  

P Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name.  
 
C I cried to him with my mouth, and high praise was on my 

tongue. 
 
P But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my 

prayer.  
 
C Blessèd be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or 

removed his steadfast love from me! 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev-
er. Amen. 

 

P [With a voice of singing,] declare this with a shout of joy to 
the end of the earth. Alleluia. The Lඈඋൽ has redeemed his 
servant Jacob! Alleluia. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray.  
 O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration 

grant that we may think those things that are right and by 
Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit  
 
OLD TESTAMENT         Numbers 21:4-9 

 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to 
go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the 
way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 
6Then the Lඈඋൽ sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to 
Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
Lඈඋൽ and against you. Pray to the Lඈඋൽ, that he take away the ser-
pents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the Lඈඋൽ said 
to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone 
who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze 
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would 
look at the bronze serpent and live. 

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE          1 Timothy 2:1-6 

 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dig-
nified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God 
our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ran-
som for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand  
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

HOLY GOSPEL      John 16:23-33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Sit 
 
SERMON HYMN  

Our Father, Who from Heaven Above LSB 766 

 1 Our Father, who from heav’n above 
 Bids all of us to live in love 
     As members of one family 
     And pray to You in unity, 
 Teach us no thoughtless words to say 
 But from our inmost hearts to pray. 

 

 23[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will 
give it to you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, 
and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

 25“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour 
is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but 
will tell you plainly about the Father. 26In that day you will ask in my 
name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 
27for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have 
believed that I came from God. 28I came from the Father and have come 
into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

 29His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not 
using figurative speech! 30Now we know that you know all things and 
do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you 
came from God.” 31Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32Be-
hold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scat-
tered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not 
alone, for the Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that in 
me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
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 2 Your name be hallowed. Help us, Lord, 
 In purity to keep Your Word, 
     That to the glory of Your name 
     We walk before You free from blame. 
 Let no false teaching us pervert; 
 All poor deluded souls convert. 

 
 3 Your kingdom come. Guard Your domain 

 And Your eternal righteous reign. 
     The Holy Ghost enrich our day 
     With gifts attendant on our way. 
 Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage; 
 Preserve Your Church from age to age. 

 
 4 Your gracious will on earth be done 

 As it is done before Your throne, 
     That patiently we may obey 
     Throughout our lives all that You say. 
 Curb flesh and blood and ev’ry ill 
 That sets itself against Your will. 

 
 5 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 And let us all be clothed and fed. 
     Save us from hardship, war, and strife; 
     In plague and famine, spare our life, 
 That we in honest peace may live, 
 To care and greed no entrance give. 

 
 6 Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore, 

 That they may trouble us no more; 
     We, too, will gladly those forgive 
     Who hurt us by the way they live. 
 Help us in our community 
 To serve each other willingly. 

 
 7 Lead not into temptation, Lord, 

 Where our grim foe and all his horde 
     Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand. 
     Help us resist, help us to stand 
 Firm in the faith, a mighty host, 
 Through comfort of the Holy Ghost. 
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 8 From evil, Lord, deliver us; 
 The times and days are perilous. 
     Redeem us from eternal death, 
     And, when we yield our dying breath, 
 Console us, grant us calm release, 
 And take our souls to You in peace. 

 
 9 Amen, that is, so shall it be. 

 Make strong our faith in You, that we 
     May doubt not but with trust believe 
     That what we ask we shall receive. 
 Thus in Your name and at Your Word 
 We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!” 

 
 (sts. 1, 6, 8–9): Public domain 

(sts. 2–5, 7): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110000549 

 

SERMON “Ask, And You Will Receive” 
       Text: John 16:23-33 
 

Stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth. 
  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day He rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
      From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

           dead. 
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, 
           the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sൾඋඏංർൾ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍ 
 

PREFACE 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 

Sit  

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

Choir:  A Home of Grace 
 
Stand 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You 
and saying  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 
cross.  

 
P Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SANCTUS  
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and 
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your 
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascen-
sion into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen 

 
PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI 

Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Regarding our Holy Communion practices this evening: 
· We ask that you who are communicant Lutherans prepare to      

receive the Lord's Supper by reading the Communion Registration 
side of our Welcome-Worship Registration Card.  

· The consecrated wine may be received by common cup (the chal-
ice) or individual chalices. Non-alcoholic wine is provided in the 
chalices in the inner circle of the tray for those who are unable 
to consume alcohol. 

· If you are unable to come to the altar rail for Communion, please 
let the usher know, and Pastors will bring communion to you in 
your pew. 
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION  
 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness          LSB 563 

 1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
 My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
 Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
 With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 
 2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

 Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 
 Fully absolved through these I am 
 From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 
 3 Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

 Which at the mercy seat of God 
 Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 
 Was also shed in love for me. 

 
 4 Lord, I believe, were sinners more 

 Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
 Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 
 For all a full atonement made. 

 
 5 When from the dust of death I rise 

 To claim my mansion in the skies, 
 This then shall be my only plea: 
 Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
 6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

 Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
 For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
 An everlasting ransom paid.   Public domain 
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 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia         LSB 466 

 1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
 Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 
 For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, 
 Even from death, dispelling its gloom. Refrain 

 
 Refrain 
  Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; 

 Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 
     Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
     Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 
 2 For three long days the grave did its worst 

 Until its strength by God was dispersed. 
 He who gives life did death undergo; 
 And in its conquest His might did show. Refrain 

 
 3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear! 

 You look for Jesus who is not here. 
 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; 
 Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain 

 
 4 “Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; 

 He has arisen this world to save. 
 Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; 
 Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain 

 
 5 Christ has arisen; He sets us free; 

 Alleluia, to Him praises be. 
 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 
 He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain 

 
© 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000549 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one an-
other; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 
shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Stand 
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CLOSING HYMN 

 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won           LSB 490 

 1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 
     Death no longer can appall me; 
 Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 
     From the grave will Christ recall me. 
 Brighter scenes will then commence; 
 This shall be my confidence. 

 
 2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne 

     High above all things is given. 
 I shall go where He is gone, 
     Live and reign with Him in heaven. 
 God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 
 This shall be my confidence. 

 
 3 Jesus lives! For me He died, 

     Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
 Pure in heart and act abide, 
     Praise to Him and glory giving. 
 All I need God will dispense; 
 This shall be my confidence. 

 
 4 Jesus lives! I know full well 

     Nothing me from Him shall sever. 
 Neither death nor pow’rs of hell 
     Part me now from Christ forever. 
 God will be my sure defense; 
 This shall be my confidence. 

 
 5 Jesus lives! And now is death 

     But the gate of life immortal; 
 This shall calm my trembling breath 
     When I pass its gloomy portal. 
 Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 
 Jesus is my confidence!    Public domain 

 
Sit 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a  
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

Y our tithes and offerings support the mission and ministries of 
West Portal Lutheran Church.  If you wish to make an online   

donation, please use the QR code below.  PayPal covers all transaction 
fees. You are donating to PayPal Giving Fund, a 501C(3) charity. Your  
donation is tax-deductible. 

Everyone is invited to the light reception in the Parish Hall after the 
10:00 a.m. worship service. 
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Check your mailbox! Not the electronic one, but the real one in front 
of your house. All members of the congregation should be receiving 
in the mail, a congregational survey soon! We want to know your 
thoughts and feelings, so please take the time to fill it out and return it 
as soon as possible. 
 
The call committee needs this survey to start its work in calling a sec-
ond Pastor.  So please give us your opinions and observations to aid in 
this important work which, with the Lord’s help, will guide us into a 
blessed and promising future. 
 
You can mail it back to Church, drop it in the collection plate, or 
leave it in the Church office.  Please return to the church no later than 
today, May 10, 2026. 
 
We thank you for your participation in advance. 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
          Thursday, May 14, 2026 
           7:00 PM 

West Portal Lutheran Church 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS May 10, 2026 

PARISH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
In-Person and On-Line 

 
Pastor Swenson is leading an in-person and on-line Bible Study on    
Wednesday mornings, starting at 11:00AM in the church library.  If you 
would be interested in joining the class on-line, please contact Pastor 
Swenson, pastorswenson@wplsf.com so that he can provide you with the 
link for joining the class. 
 

Sundays, 9:00AM  
Bible Study - Led by Pastor  Swenson at 9:00 AM in the Church   
Parish Hall. 
 

Monday Membership Class, 6:00PM  
Pastor Swenson is leading a new member/Catechism refresher course on 
Monday evenings, 6:00 - 7:00 PM in the church library.  The class is  
especially directed toward those who desire membership in our congrega-
tion, but we also welcome those who have gone a while without consid-
ering the Catechism in detail. 
 
Children Sunday School - Led by Edward & Rebecca Chan at 9:00 
a.m. in the Church Library. 
 
ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX: 
· Portals of Prayer for April — June 
· Latest issue of PortaLight 
· Current issue of the Lutheran Witness 
· Bulletin for today—regular size print and large size print 

Please help yourself to any or all of the above listed items. 
 
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. If you know of someone 
who could use one, please ask an usher for a large print bulletin—the 
order of service, words to the hymns, and the announcements are printed 
in these bulletins. 
 
ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES are now available for  your  use 
during the Worship Service. If you would like to use one of these hearing 
devices, please see an Usher to check one out! There are two choices for 
the earpiece: an Ear-Bud or an Ear-Cuff. Following the Service PLEASE 
return the Hearing Aid to the ushers. 
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CALENDAR 

THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY (5/10), Mother’s Day 
  9:00AM  Adult Bible Class 
  9:00AM Children Sunday School 
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 
11:15AM  Mother’s Day Light Reception 
MONDAY (5/11) 
  6:00P M Membership Class 
WEDNESDAY (5/13) 
11:00AM  Midweek Bible Class in person 

and on-line 
THURSDAY (5/14) 
  3:30PM  Confirmation Class 
  7:00PM  The Ascension of Our Lord 

Worship 
SATURDAY (5/16) 
11:30AM  Yearbook Signing and Sausage 

Feast 
  5:00PM  Worship-Lord’s Supper 

NEXT WEEK 
BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY(5/17) 
  9:00AM  Adult Bible Class 
  9:00AM Children Sunday School 
10:00AM Worship-Lord’s Supper 
11:15AM  Reception Honoring 8th Grade 

WPLS Graduates 
MONDAY (5/18) 
  6:00PM  Membership Class 
WEDNESDAY (5/20) 
11:00AM  Midweek Bible Class in person 

and on-line 
THURSDAY (5/21) 
  3:30PM  Confirmation Class 
SATURDAY (5/23) 
  5:00PM Worship-Lord’s Supper 

Our Stewardship of Worship Last Week 
Saturday, 5:00PM Service 

 In Person .......................... 56 
Sunday, 10:00AM Service 

 In Person .......................... 79 
 On-Line ........................ 101 
 Total ........................ 236 
 

Communed Sunday  .................... 46 
 
           Sunday Bible Class ............... 12 
           Wednesday Bible Class .......... 9 
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The Altar Guild is seeking new members to help with our essential 
ministry of preparing the church for worship. This is a quiet, behind-
the-scenes way to contribute to the beauty and reverence of our    
services, and we are currently in need of more dedicated members to 
help with our important work. 

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve, 
please contact Rebecca Chan at 317-508-3901. 

Thank you for considering this vital ministry. 
 

In Christ, 
The Altar Guild 

Altar Flowers 
 

Flower Charts for the year 2026 are now posted in the Narthex. 
This is a very special way to help decorate the Altar, and to   
commemorate events or to remember loved ones. Flowers may 
be taken home or are delivered to our sick and shut-in members. 
Please call May Luu or Angie Holt in the church office, 415-661-
0242, if you have any questions. The cost of a floral arrangement 
is $60.00.  Please make your check payable to “Altar Guild of 
West Portal Lutheran Church”. We encourage you to sign up on 
the new Flower Chart. 
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LET US PRAY TO THE LORD GOD for  those who are ill, homebound, 
or recovering from recent hospitalization: Charlene Bruggemann-Wong;   
Vivian Char; Angie Cheung, Helen Bok’s sister-in-law; Bill Eves, Virginia 
Ferry’s cousin; Virginia Ferry; Mary Jo Fischl; Jimmy Fong, Evelyn Fong’s 
father; Gilbert Mogyorossy; Bennette Nulph; Sigrid Rogge; Ruth Stresow; 
Ray Toloski; Elise Wen, Patrick Man’s friend; Cheryl Wong; Marilyn Wong. 

James 1:22 – “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.” The Word of God is not merely to be heard, 
but to be received and believed. Our faith is implanted and strength-
ened by the Word of God. As Luther said, “Oh, it is a living, busy, 
active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to 
do good works incessantly.” James’ epistle encourages us to exam-
ine our lives and come to repentance when we are not living out our 
faith in sincerity.  
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Rev. Jacob Swenson, 
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Church Music Director 


